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Happy Spring!
How wonderful it
is to feel the
warmth of the
sun and see the
smiles on those
out enjoying this
season of rebirth.
For me, the start
of 2017 has been
filled with the
words HOPE,
PATIENCE and
GRATITUDE.
It’s been a rocky
road for some I
care dearly for,
yet the promise of
spring has also
brought rays of
sunlight on their
situations. Some
challenges are still
there, but the
power of positive
thinking and
prayer is being
revealed. Out of
the darkness
comes Joy. Just
what EASTER is all
about!
Let’s Celebrate!
Brenda

Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Telephone: 780-532-2415
Fax: 780-538-9172
Email: secretary@stpaulsuuc.ca
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Get Involved!! Come Join the fun!
Adult Choir:
Thursday: 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Adult Handbell Choir:
Mondays: 7:00 pm t0 8:30 pm
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The heart of the year is approaching. The reason we gather is soon to be
celebrated. The holiest week of the Christian year, a time when we move from
triumph to betrayal to death. And then, as a surprise, LIFE. Life wins!
God sent his son They called him Jesus
He came to love, heal and forgive
He bled and died To buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives
(verse 1 of Because He Lives by Bill Gaither)
Our hope lies in a story that defies description. Our hope for the future lies in the
story of an empty tomb, a crucified and raised Chosen One of God. In some
ways it makes no sense. In many ways it makes no sense. Jesus proclaims the
coming of the Kingdom and our hope is in an empty cave in a garden outside
Jerusalem?
Because he lives I can face tomorrow
Because he lives All fear is gone
Because I know he holds the future
My life is worth the living just because he lives
(chorus of Because He Lives by Bill Gaither)
Every year as we approach Easter it is easy to believe in the power of those who
crucify. The power of the powers and the principalities to defy the promise of
the Kingdom seems unquestioned. This year is no different.
This evening, less than a month before Easter, as I sit and type this out, the news
has stories of the FBI investigating possible Russian involvement in the 2016
US election. There is still a civil war devastating Syria, one that has caused the
largest refugee crisis in Europe since the Second World War. Last week a US
court once again accused the White House of trying to ban people from entering
the country based on their religion. And that is just a start.
The powers of death, the powers of oppression, the powers of despair, the
breeders of fear seem in control. How can we be so naive to think that the
Kingdom of Love, Life, Freedom, and Hope could possibly win.
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As Bill Gaither says: Because He Lives.
Because God doesn’t give up. Because God looks at the worst the world can do
and then says “My turn”. Because God is active in the world the cross is
overturned, Jesus is raised, and Life Wins. And that means we have hope.
How sweet to hold A new born baby
And feel the pride And joy he gives
But better still The calm assurance
That child can face uncertain days because he lives
(verse 2 of Because He Lives by Bill Gaither)
In many eras of human existence people have wondered if it makes sense to
bring children into the world. As a race we have wondered if the world is a safe
place to raise children. But as people of faith the answer is that while parenthood
may be a terrifying concept at times we trust that all will be well in the end.
Because God has raised Jesus, because life wins, we can all face the uncertainty
of life.
Because he lives I can face tomorrow
Because he lives All fear is gone
Because I know he holds the future
My life is worth the living just because he lives
(chorus of Because He Lives by Bill Gaither)
We are people of hope, we are people who trust that Love and Life conquer fear
and death. Easter is coming. God is still active in the world. Resurrection brings
hope and promise. Jesus lives. And so we keep on living, walking with God into
the future.
Blessed Easter.
Gord
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Special Dates:
Mark Your Calendars!
 Sun., Apr. 2nd – Bells playing in service
 Sun., Apr 9th – Palm Sunday
 Sun., April 9th – 100th Anniversary of Battle of Vimy
Ridge
 Thu., Apr 13th – Maundy Thursday
 Fri., Apr 14th to Sun. Apr 23rd – School Spring Break
 Fri., Apr 14th – Good Friday
 Sat., Apr 15th – Decorate for Easter
 Sun., Apr 16th – Easter Sunday – Bells playing
 Tue., Apr 18th – Council Meeting – 6:00 pm
 Sat., Apr 22nd – Earth Day
 Sat., Apr 29th – UCW - Spring Event – 55th Anniversary
Celebration – 2:00 pm
 Sun., Apr 30th – Labyrinth Walk – 7:00 pm
 Thu., May 4th to Sat., May 6th –Garage Sale
 Fri., May 5th – Sun. May 7th – Living into Right Relations
– Witnesses gather at Kasota East Camp
 Sun., May 14th – Mother’s Day
 Sun., May 28th – Sunday School Pot Luck
 Sun., May 28th – Labyrinth Walk – 7:00 pm
 Fri., Jun 2nd – Sun., Jun 4th – from Stones to Summits
Youth Camp by ANWC (Gr. 6 to Age 18)
 July 10th – 14th BC Conference UCW Vancouver -55th
Anniversary Celebrating Spirit
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Senior’s Lodges
We invite you to join us for this special Ministry:
April 2, 6:00 pm
April 23, 6:00 pm
May 7, 6:00 pm
May 28, 6:00 pm
June 18. 4:00 pm

Points West Living (11460 104 Ave)
Wild Rose Manor (9358-70 Ave)
Pioneer Lodge (9508-100 Ave)
Heritage Lodge (10111 96 St)
Grande Prairie Care Centre (9705-94 Ave)

Pastoral Care Committee
The members of St. Paul’s Pastoral Care Team are Trish Larter,
Lorena Ramsankar, Judy Barber, Nancy Magrum and Reverend
Gord Waldie.
We want to make sure that parishioners who are no longer able to
join us regularly - either temporarily or long term - are remembered
and feel important to our ministry. If you or someone you know
would like a visit or a call from any of these members, please call
or write Carla at the office, 780-532-2415 /
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca or speak to any of us at Sunday service.
If you have any favourite prayers,
passages or hymns that could be
included in a booklet to share during our
visits please pass them along.
Thank you!
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Bulletin Board Team
of the Month:
Trustees are Gary Kohlsmith, Barry Edgar,
Jack Field, Lorne Radbourne and Jack
Wearmouth as well as Rev. Gord Waldie.
Our primary activity centers around the fact that we are responsible for the
property of St. Paul’s. The church land and building are held in our names as
Trustee for the use and benefit of the congregation as part of the United
Church of Canada. In addition, the Trustees are ultimately responsible for any
and all Church property including furnishings, financial assets and equipment.
With the above as our primary activity, much of our meeting activity
and time is related to ensuring the adequacy of insurance coverage, property
and liability, along with obtaining periodic property appraisals. When the rare
event of an insurance claim occurs as happened in 2016, we are responsible for
the settlement of the claim.
Our meetings are held on an “As Needed” basis which usually results
in 3 or 4 meetings per year.
There is no specific term for a Trustee with the current membership
ranging between two to fifteen years. The required membership of the Board
of Trustees is between 3 and 15 persons, so we are currently in good shape but
always welcome members to join us.
Going back for a moment to the fact that we hold the property in trust
for the church, it is important to note that as part of the United Church of
Canada our property must be used for religious, charitable, educational,
congregation or social purposes for the support and maintenance of public
worship and the propagation of Christian knowledge according to the policy of
the United Church. A rather long winded phrase that basically reminds us that
the buck stops with the trustees to ensure the church is used as a Church.
We, of course hold all property as part of the United Church of Canada
and it is trustees responsibility to ensure any property purchase, sale, mortgage
placement, major renovations or long term leases receives presbytery approval
(or Higher) in advance.
As you can see, much of what we do may look rather “Dry” but at the
same time we enjoy the fellowship and involvement our activities invariably
leads to, just as any volunteer in our church experiences.
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St. Paul's United Church
Garage Sale
May 4, 5, 6th
Thursday ... 5pm - 8pm
Friday ... 9am - 8pm
Saturday... 9am -12pm
D Company Armouries 9005-101 Street
North of Swanavon School
As Time & Volunteers are limited, we would appreciate if you could:
GROUP- like items together and LABLE

(i.e.: Kitchen, Sports, Jewellery, Books, Gardening, Bedding)
● Ensure all items are CLEAN and in good WORKING order.
● Secure all extra parts & attachments together with the main Item.

DROP OFF: Wednesday, May 3th @ 9:30 pm
If you need items picked up, please call Jack Wearmouth
780-897-7222 Jack.w@telus.net
Please advise if it is a large or heavy load.
Sign -up sheets are at the back of the sanctuary
"Many hands make light work!"
Need sorters, pricers, cashiers and clean-up crew!
More info: Rachel Haines at 780-532 -5237
Donna Radbourne 780-933-2926
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Hydrangea Orders for Easter
Order your potted hydrangea today to help decorate the
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Orders will be taken
on Sunday, April 2nd and 9th. Cost is $20.00, and if you are
unable to, we are willing to deliver the plants for you. A
UCW representative will be on hand with the order list and to
collect the money at a table in the foyer after church.

Plants can be picked up after
worship on Sunday, April 16th.
What a wonderful way to bring
Easter greetings to friends,
family, shut-ins, local lodges etc.

The Communications Committee
We are always looking for photographs!
If you have any photos of recent St.
Paul’s events, please forward them to
Carla for use in newsletters, narrative
reports etc. Please let us know how we
are doing with our messaging on the LED
sign; in the Newsletter; on Facebook;
and/or on the St. Paul’s website.
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LET’S “NAME” OUR
NEWSLETTER!!!
Drop your suggestions into the “Name our
Newsletter” box in the foyer, send them to Carla in
the office, or share them with the Communications
Team:
Sharon Adams Kenzie George Will Ayre
Kathryn Baverstock Kathy Horrelt Karen Scott
Leanne MacLeod David Middleton
Stay tuned…

Did you know???
The first Sunday of each month there is a second offering that is
dedicated to local outreach.
From March 1-23 we gave out 6 food/ gas vouchers for a total
of $425.00 from our local outreach fund.
Thank you for supporting our neighbours in need!
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QUILT SHOW AND TEA
Saturday, April 29th
Celebrating the 55th Anniversary of UCW.
The Quilt Show will be in the sanctuary and the Tea in the
Friendship Room.
UCW historical items and information will also be on display.
Everyone is welcome, so please bring family and friends.

ALERT – ALL QUILTERS!
If you are working on a new project or have some favorite old
ones, we’d love to have them for the quilt show. We welcome all
sizes, both old and new quilts. We understand we will have one
that is 100 years old.
Every quilt has a story – who made it, was it for an occasion, etc.
So, we want your quilts AND stories. Stories will be collected
early so that we can type them up ahead of time.
For further information, please contact:
Alice Lorenz (780-532-4004) or Linda Wagner (780-532-9757).
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Conference Youth Retreat: June 2 - 4
From Stones to Summits is the theme for
a Conference-wide youth retreat
presented by Alberta and Northwest
Conference and the Regional Young
Council of Calgary. The fun, faith-filled
weekend takes place June 2 to 4, 2017 at
Rivers Edge Camp near Sundrie, AB.
The Camp is open to those in grade six
up to age 18.
You can download the Registration and Consent forms on our website
and they include more information.
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/14714-conference-youth-event-setjune-2-4/
Please note that there are two registration forms. Those coming from Calgary
or area, transportation is included in the Calgary application. For those from
outside of the Calgary area, transportation must be arranged by your group.
Cost reflects that difference. Subsidy is available if needed.



EARLY-BIRD COST (by April 30th): $175 - $50 ANWC subsidy = $125
LATE-REGISTRATION COST (absolutely no later than May 21st): $225 $50 ANWC subsidy = $175

Who Can Come? All youth and friends, grades 6 to age 18
Grab a registration form and more information from the YOUTH Bulletin
Board in the hall across from the office.
Presbytery and Conference both have funds youth can apply for to help
pay for travel /registration to attend this event. It is a great opportunity
to see what youth in other areas are doing in their communities.
If you want information on how to apply please speak to Sharon
Adams, Northern Lights Presbytery Secretary (sharad2224@yahoo.ca or
587-297-1570) and she will try her best to get you the information.
https://albertanorthwestconference.ca/14714-conference-youth-event-setjune-2-4/

Early bird cut-off April 30th Last date to register
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Family Trivia
Linda Wagner
Linda has been coming to St Paul’s for 40 years. She
Has been involved with the UCW, council and Worship
Team for most of that time. The best part of coming to St
Paul’s are the friends and families here. Her favorite
hymn is “I the Lord of Sea and Sky”. God is an
all-powerful person involved in our lives.
On Sunday’s she’ll usually head home to make lunch
and during the week she keeps busy quilting, having
coffee with friends she used to work with and watching sports on TV.
Leo Dawson
For 48 years the pews at St Paul’s have been home
for Leo. He has enjoyed picnics, dances and in
services he loves to shake hands while passing the
peace of Christ to his neighbor. Leo’s favorite hymn
is “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”. Leo would
choose the words “All Mighty Saviour” to describe
God. After church on most Sundays, Leo can be
found sharing a meal with the church “Lunch Bunch”
group. During the rest of the week he’s often found
out enjoying a good walk, shoveling snow or sometimes doing lunch by
himself.
Susan McKenzie
Susan has spent 35 years in St Paul’s pews and also in
it’s meeting rooms with council or chairing a meeting of
Ministry and Personnel Team, presently. She also loves
to read the scripture and greet people at the door on a
Sunday. Like Leo, Susan enjoys the passing the peace
portion of the service. When asked about her favorite
hymn Susan said she can still hear her Dad singing it “Will your anchor hold in the storms of life.” Susan feels God is someone
who sees everything and knows everything and has a plan for everyone.
After lunch on a Sunday and during the week she can be found picking up
her grand children and spending the afternoon together, or going to
exercise class, having coffee or having a special visit with friends.
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Hummingbird Nests
Ingredients




1 cup milk
chocolate chips
1 cup shredded
coconut
Jelly bean eggs

Instructions
1. Melt the chocolate chips, following the directions on the bag.
When the chocolate is smooth, stir in the coconut, then drop the
mixture by the heaping tablespoon onto waxed-paper-lined
cookie sheets.
2. While the nests are still warm, use your thumbs to poke an
impression into the middle of each. Cool them, then fill with jelly
bean eggs. Makes about 1 dozen
Compliments of: www.westwyndfarminn.com
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Communications Team – News n’ Views
Thank you to all who stopped to put in your
order for a T-shirt! I put the order in on March
28th, but if you missed out you can still contact
me to make an order for later delivery. Grande
Prairie will get to know more about us this year.
Look for other items in the future.
We can still use more help with pictures of events around the
church. Please send them to Carla for use in newsletters, annual reports
etc. There are also opportunities for you to contribute in other ways
with the newsletter…writing a book review, a movie review, an open
letter on any subject – your vacation? a favorite joke?…we’d love to
hear from you.
This month you’ll see a new “Discussion” Board posted at the
back of the sanctuary where you can share why you give (time, talent,
and/or treasure) to St. Paul’s. This is in response to Gord’s challenge the
first Stewardship Sunday. So let’s hear your story, your views on what
makes you feel connected, why you choose to belong to this family.
Let us know if you have suggestion of things we could / should
be doing to let Grande Prairie know about us so they’ll want to be a part
of this wonderful family.
Sharon Adams,
Secretary of Communications
Sharad2224@yahoo.ca 587-297-1570

April Birthday Celebrations:
7th
7th
7th
8th

- Nora Hasssall
- Jacob Middleton
- Melissa Evans
- Dennis MacIntosh
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For the Kids… or Kids at heart!
HAPPY EASTER!

16 | P a g e

