St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6

In a church community this is a common
phrase, heard often and one that
sometimes makes people groan. We are
tired and don’t have energy for one more
committee, or fundraiser, or book study.
Council is getting ready for our Annual meeting which will be happening on March 4 th, right after church, at
which time the chair of the meeting will be asking you to put your name forward for nomination to be on
Council or to join a Ministry Team.
At the annual meeting, we recognize all those who have served, and look for people that want a new way of
serving. This year Council has been asking you to prayerfully consider these opportunities to serve on Council:
Chair Elect for Council (Karen has one more year); Treasurer – this position MUST be filled; Member(s) at Large
(new ideas, different experiences). If you would like to be Secretary of Council, I would be happy to move on
to other opportunities to serve. All of our various ministry teams can use new blood, more members, and
recharging and support. So could you also consider what team you feel called to support … Christian
Development, Communications, Ministry & Personnel, Outreach, Pastoral Care, Presbytery, Stewardship &
Finance, Worship. If you are musical we have a youth choir, an adult choir, beginner bells, senior bells, so
pianists and/or other instrumentalists are always needed. The Children’s ministry is another area where you
can never have too many volunteers: CGIT, Explorers, Sunday School, youth group.
Donna Schaper, in her book Lenten Lent, A Way to Refresh and Renew Your Spirit, describes her reason for
writing this, this way: “Ultimately, it is my hope that these devotions will accompany you through Lent and
yield a harvest of solar and wind energy in you. By solar I mean a sunnier disposition and by wind I mean
something like wind in your sails. Renewable energy is not just material in form. It is also metaphoric,
metaphysical, and very hard to measure with scales or rulers.
May these 40 meditations be a handful of hope to guide you
on that journey.” She goes on to say in the first devotional
“Can we be both tired and renewable…I believe yes. The
answer is prayer. Prayer is not as big an item as people
imagine it to be. Prayer is more like a pause than anything
else….prayer is a source of renewable energy.”
I pray you find a group to work with at St Paul’s that stirs your
22nd ~ Martha Dawson
passions, makes you smile, and puts wind in your sails. See
29th ~ Tim Brown
you at the Annual Meeting!
Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Monday to Friday
February 2018 Edition --- Page 1

Please send comments,
ideas, articles for
inclusion to Sharon
Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca
Cutoff for
March Newsletter
Wed., Feb 28th

From the United Church of Canada
United Action for Justice Jan. 23, 2018 e-blast
Locals in Tanzania forced to
live in thents after being
displaced from their homes
due to gold mining
Credit: Leonard Mtaita/
Christian Council of Tanzania

Last week, the Minister of International Trade
announced the creation of a human rights
ombudsperson for responsible business enterprise,
to investigate claims of harms linked to Canadian
mining activities overseas.
After eleven years of campaigning and pressure
from United Church folks and over 600,000
Canadians, we entered 2018 with much anticipation
for the awaited creation of this office. In his
announcement, the Minister recognized that the
creation of such an office "could not have been
achieved without the support from civil society."
So, as we celebrate this announcement, we are
calling on you to help us show our public support for
this important step towards making Canada open
for justice.
We need to be united to show our support to the
Minister to make sure he fulfills his commitment to
creating an independent human rights
ombudsperson. In that spirit, please Take Action letters to the editor are now urgently needed to
show support for Minister Champagne’s
announcement of a human rights extractive sector
ombudsperson. The ombudsperson must be given
the power and resources needed to conduct
thorough investigations - including the power to
compel the production of documents and
testimony.
******************
Dec. 14, 2017 Boundaries Commission update
Boundaries Commission Update – January 26, 2018
We heard you!
During our YouTube Live web broadcast on January
15, Chair Andrew Richardson presented the
Boundaries Commission interim report, explained
how the Commission decided on the draft regional
councils, and answered questions from viewers. You
can watch a recording of the session on the United
Church YouTube channel.

People from across the country participated in the
live online broadcast with their questions and
concerns. One of the recurring concerns raised was
that there wasn’t enough time for consultation and
feedback on the interim report. Here is Andrew’s
response: “The release of the Boundaries
Commission’s interim report has sparked
conversation across the church. We have heard
many comments both positive and negative. We
appreciate all feedback that has come directly to us
or as questions during the webinar.
“We realize the consultation time is short, but
nevertheless if your governing body has specific
proposals for how particular boundaries might work
better, please use regchange@united-church.ca to
send a formal motion to us. The clearer the
rationale, the easier it will be for the Commission to
discern any necessary changes. You may want to
refer to our four criteria—geography, relationships,
capacity, and culture in your response.”
Requesting changes to boundaries
Governing bodies of pastoral charges, presbyteries,
and Conferences can request a change to the
Boundaries Commission proposal by passing a
formal motion. Please forward motions to
regchange@united-church.ca by January 31, 2018.
Submitting questions and comments
Please continue to send your questions and
comments to remits@united-church.ca.
What’s next?
The Commission will release its final report no later
than March 15, 2018, outlining the boundaries of
the new regional councils. The Commission has
decision-making authority subject to the 43rd
General Council deciding to enact remits approved
by presbyteries and/or pastoral charges. Watch for
the report on united-church.ca and egliseunie.ca
and in your inbox.
NB: A parallel, ongoing process is underway within
the Indigenous Church.

From Social Media
Context with Lorna Dueck – This is a program with a
Christian perspective on the news stories of the day.
You can see them on the computer if you don’t get the
TV channel.
http://www.contextwithlornadueck.com/
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Rev. Gord’s Ministerial Mutterings
Many years ago the Whole People of God Sunday School Curriculum had a song called
Who Is a Disciple? (Jim Strathdee ©1991).
The opening lines said:
Who is a disciple? Look and you will see
Those who follow Jesus, learning what to be.
And the chorus was:
Jesus, Jesus, teach me how to be
a disciple of your love for all the world to see.
The verses told of various folk from the Christian Scriptures who had chosen to follow the Way of Jesus, who
became disciples.
Almost 200 years after the life, death and resurrection of Jesus a (or maybe the) primary task of the church is
to grow and nurture disciples. Our task is not to offer spectacular worship, or to have grand theological
discussions, though both of those can be key pieces of growing and nurturing disciples. The primary task of
the church is not even to support those in need, though both Jewish and Christian Scripture name that as an
important part of what it means to be a community of faith. The task is to recruit and train new followers,
with the expectation that people whose lives have been transformed by encountering God will then do things
like help to support those in need.
What does it mean to be a disciple? A disciple is a follower, a learner. A disciple is one who follows the
teachings and philosophy of a teacher. In Christian terms a disciple is one who follows the teachings of Christ,
who opens them self to be transformed by an encounter with the Living God and the Resurrected Christ. A
disciple is someone whose life has been changed, whose priorities have been altered to put God’s plan ahead
of their own. A disciple is someone who tries constantly to answer the question “what would Jesus have me
do?” before acting. A disciple is one who keeps learning and exploring, going deeper in faith as time goes by.
In my experience, I am not sure how good a job the church, particularly the United Church, is at creating and
nurturing disciples. Sometimes what we do works really well. Sometimes it doesn’t.
The practice for a few generations has been that discipleship was a function of Sunday School and Youth
Group, culminating in Confirmation. Those things, it was thought/hoped would give the foundation for a life
of faith. In fact, for a few decades now, Confirmation seemed to have become seen as graduation from
Sunday School (and often from the church) instead of a step along a continuing life of faith. At the same time,
we are now in a Canada where there are whole generations of folk with no church background. When these
folk find themselves drawn to the church we have a duty to find a way to bring them into the path of
discipleship.
What to do?
There are likely many answers – all of which are elusive. If I had a way to keep young people interested and
engaged in church life I could probably retire from the book proceeds. However, I think that we have a duty, if
we think being part of a faith community is an important thing, to work on that. There are plans afoot for a
teen confirmation program this spring, and I hope we can talk about the “what happens after confirmation”
piece.
But discipleship is an ongoing thing. And to provide a place where we can continue to explore what it means
to be a disciple I am offering a study group called Immersion: Investing in God’s World. This is an 8-sesssion
study developed by a couple of United Church ministers in BC. It leads us through some basics of Christian
theology in the first few sessions and then Part 2 leads in discussions of what discipleship could look like in
the 21st century church. This study will be on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 starting mid February. Please let
me know if you are interested so I know how many copies of the resource book to order.
~ Gord
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Special Day Commentary
From WLP-Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum
February 2 – Feast of the Presentation/Candlemas
This day, 40 days after the birth of Jesus, marks the
traditional ending of the Advent-ChristmasEpiphany cycle. It has been observed both as the
presentation of Jesus in the Temple and the
purification or cleansing of Mary, following the birth
of a male child, as was dictated by Levitical law. The
theme of Jesus, the true light – anticipated in
Advent and brought into being at Christmas – now is
sent to all the world: “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for the glory to your people Israel”
(Luke 2:32). Because of the emphasis of Christ’s light
overcoming the darkness, candles have played a
large part in the celebration of this day, thus the
name Candlemas. In some churches candles are
blessed and distributed to be taken home and used
during family devotions.
****************
February 8 – Nirvana Day (Buddhism)
This day
commemorates the death of the Buddha, which is
also the day he achieved nirvana or total
enlightenment. While celebrations vary according to
region and culture, Buddhists generally observe the
day by meditating or going to Buddhist temples or
monasteries. Often special food is prepared, and
some people bring gifts to the temple or monastery
such as money, household goods, or clothes. Some
Buddhists will read passages from the Paranibbana
Sutta which describes the last days of Buddha, while
others may reflect on those who have recently
passed away.
****************
February 14 – Ash Wednesday
The first day of
Lent happens to fall on Valentine’s Day this year.
Ash Wednesday is marked by the ceremonial
distribution of ashes as a symbol of entering into
the penitential Season of Lent. The wearing of
ashes, made from the burning of the previous year’s
palms from Palm Sunday, is considered a sign of
repentance, sorrow, and mourning, an appropriate
way to begin Lent. Touching the ashes is a way of
touching base with our mortality – “ashes to ashes,
dust to dusts” – that can prompt reflections about
what’s really important to us.
****************

Feb. 14 – Mar 31 – Lent Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday, which falls 40 days prior to Easter.
Sundays are not included in the count of these days,
as each Sunday is a “little Easter,” meant to celebrate
resurrection. Lent is an opportunity for spiritual and
personal examination, a time to study our
relationship with God and others, a time to improve
those relationships and make them more meaningful.
****************
March 1 – St. David David was a sixth-century
bishop known for an ascetic, spiritual life. David was
also highly regarded for a ministry to people
struggling in poverty and compassionate work with
those who were sick. Since the 12th century, David
has been considered the patron saint of Wales.
****************
March 2 – World Day of Prayer An ecumenical
movement initiated and carried out by women in
more than 180 countries, World Day of Prayer
promotes the spirit of church unity. The
international prayer services, planned by women in
a different country each year, usually focus on
mutual understanding between people and the
promotion of world peace. The yearly service of
prayer is translated into more than 100 languages.
****************
March 3 – Holi (Hinduism) This day is a Hindu Spring
festival – a carnival occasion featuring bright
colours, pilgrimages, and bonfires.
****************

These are a couple slides that are going to be up on
the LED sign around Valentine’s day.
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HOW THE INTERNET BEGAN, ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE.....
Please do not Google or check this with Snopes. They will lie to you. Trust me!
In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto himself a healthy
young wife by the name of Dorothy.
And Dot Com was a comely woman, large of breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she was often
called Amazon Dot Com.
And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel so far from town to town with thy goods
when thou canst trade without ever leaving thy tent?"
And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but simply said,
"How, dear?"
And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages saying what you
have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price. The sale can be made on the drums and
delivery made by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)."
Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. And the drums rang out
and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, without ever having to
move from his tent.
To prevent neighboring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot devised a system that
only she and the drummers knew. It was known as Must Send Drum Over Sound (MSDOS), and she also
developed a language to transmit ideas and pictures - Hebrew to the People (HTTP).
And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel dung. They were
called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Sybarites, or NERDS. And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at
the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that no one noticed that the real riches were going to that
enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of Gates, who bought off every drum maker in the land. Indeed, he
did insist on drums to be made that would work only with Brother Gates' drum heads and drumsticks.
And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others." And Abraham looked
out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or eBay as it came to be known. He said, "We need a name that reflects what we
are."
And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." "YAHOO," said Abraham. And because it was
Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com.
Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that he was, soon
started using Dot's drums to locate things around the countryside.
It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE).
That is how it all began. And that's the truth!
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Do "YOU" know what February and March are good months for???
Well "We" do
Think de-clutter ------Think St. Paul’s Garage Sale
KITCHEN - is a good place to start, when was the last time you used
ALL those cups and dishes. How any pots and pans do you really need?
Dig way back into the corner of the lazy susan. Who knows what you
might find.

Our Garage Sale Team

CLOSETS - they are my favourite place to re-sort and down size, so many things hiding in there I never use.
BEDROOM - what is in your bedside table, dresser, and chest of drawers. Do NOT forget the "stuff" tucked
away under your bed or up high on the top shelf in your closet. What is in and under the vanity, that can hold
a lot of stuff you don' t use. Note: We take towels, bath mats and all linens, quilts and comforters.
But NO CLOTHES please.
OFFICE/DESK - now this is a space well worth going through BUT make sure things are working, pens, pencils
(put in zip lock bags), staplers, hole punches, binders, and good clean printer paper.
TECHNOLOGY/ELECTRONICS - clean and working is all we ask :)
STORAGE SPACES - really???? you are still hoping your kids will want that!??!
Put it in the garage sale, so someone who does want, it can us it.
PETS - do you have pet carriers, leashes, clean pet coats and dishes.
SPORTS/CAMPING - It is time to let go of your adult children's snow board, skies, and bike!
How about the football, golf clubs, and rackets? Tent, backpack, cook stove. Go ahead, donate those skates
and sleds, you won't need them when you are a snow bird.
SEWING/CRAFT ROOMS - just think what someone else can create with the things you no longer use.
GARAGES/SHEDS - this could get very scary for some of you,but just think if you donate those things in there
that you no longer need or use, you could actually park your vehicle IN your garage :)
TOYS/GAMES/BOOKS/PUZZLES/
BABY ITEMS - strollers, booster seats, cribs and anything baby related.
BIG ITEMS - wall units, book shelves, bed side tables, dressers, coffee tables, kitchen tables, lamps, file
cabinets, desks, desk chairs, couches, love seats, arm chairs.
NO FRIDGES or STOVES- Thanks
Please: we ask that all, items be clean, working & put in small boxes in each of the above categories
(all alike items in one box) and LABELED. Thank you so much.
Have fun sorting and de cluttering your home bring it all to the St. Paul’s Garage Sale
MAY 2 Wednesday evening to D Company Armouries 9005 101 St Grande Prairie
Then come have fun shopping (and working) May 3,4,5 at the same location.
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Around St Paul’s
Learn to Line Dance / Get Exercise the fun way
Friday evenings,
7-8:30 pm in the
large basement.
Enter by the back door
at 102nd Street and
come on down.
It’s a great way to make new friends.

Looking ahead to summer…..
a little fishing humour

Alberta Northwest Conference
The January Issue of InCONTACT, a newsletter from
the Alberta Northwest Conference has some
interesting articles on what’s been happening in
other churches around Alberta. You can read it
here. If you have an article you’d like to submit you
can submit it to the editorial chairperson Peter
Chynoweth (pchynoweth@ssimicro.com) by March
13th if you want it in the next edition.
******************
ANWC UCW would like to announce “Reconcile and
Make New — A Canadian Journey” April 12 – 14,
2018 in Calgary, AB featuring a public performance
of New Blood — a renowned presentation of
contact, loss, resilience and hope through drama,
art and music. More information will become
available shortly.
******************
Groundhog Day (from Wikipedia): It derives from the Pennsylvania
Dutch superstition that if a groundhog from it’s burrow on this day
sees a shadow due to clear weather, it will retreat to its den and
winter will persist for six more weeks, and if he does not, due to
cloudiness, spring season will arrive early.
The weather lore was brought from German-speaking areas where the
badger is the forecasting animal. This appears to be an enhanced
version of the lore that clear weather on Candlemas forebodes a
prolonged winter.
The Groundhog Day ceremony held at Punxsutawney in central
Pennsylvania has become the most attended. Grundsow Lodges in
Pennsylvania Dutch Country in the southeast part of the state
celebrate them as well. Other cities in the United States and Canada
have also adopted the event.
The 1993 movie (Groundhog Day) helped boost recognition of the
custom, and the celebration has spread even further afield. In 2009,
Quebec began to mark the day (Canadian French:Jour de la Marmotte)
with its own groundhog.
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Puzzle Page
New Year Missing Word (Answers to Jan. puzzle)
Fortune (Clue: Luck)
Celebration (Clue: Festivity)
January (Clue: A month)
Holiday (Clue: Vacation)
Resolution (Clue: a decision, New Year custom)
Football (Clue: big game in the US)
Parade (Clue: ceremonial procession)
Fireworks (Clue: bright flashes of light)

Which two cupids match?
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Looking Ahead – Save the Date(s)
Fri., Mat 2nd – 7:00 pm - World Day of Prayer at
Forbes Presbyterian Church
th
Sun., Mar 4 – Annual Congregational Meeting
– immediately following church
th
Wed., Mar 7 – 7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
Wed., Mar 14th – 7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
Sat., Mar 17th – St Patrick’s Day Dinner and
Silent Auction
Tue., Mar 20th – 6:00 pm Council meeting
Wed., Mar 21st – 7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
Sun., Mar 25th – Palm Sunday
Wed., Mar 28th – 7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
Fri., Mar. 30th – Good Friday (kids start Easter break)
Sat., Mar 31st – Decorate Sanctuary for Easter
Sun., Apr. 1st – Easter Sunday
Wed., Apr 4th – 7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
Mon., Apr. 9th – First day back to school
Thu., Apr 12 – Sat., Apr. 14th – Alberta UCW Annual
Meeting in Calgary
th
Wed., Apr 25 – UCW Spring Event – stay tuned
Tue. & Wed. May 8-9th – ANWC Ministry Personnel
Retreat
Thu. - Mon., May 10-13th – 85th ANWC Conference
Meeting (Sherwood Park)
st
May 21 – Victoria Day
Thu., June 28 – Last day of school
Sun., July 1st – Canada Day
Sat., Sep 22nd – Time & Talent Auction
Sun., Nov. 4th – Roast Beef Dinner (traditionally?)
******************

Around Town
Grande Prairie & District Music Festival Assoc.
March 24- April 24, 2018
Registration and Information at
http://gpmusicfestival.ca/
Bear Creek Funeral Home
Invites you to visit them in their new home
11802 99 Avenue
Wednesday Feb 7th
10:00 am Multi Faith Blessing Service
2:00 pm Seniors Tea
Thursday Feb 8th
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Open House
Ribbon cutting at 3:30 pm
More information on the Bulletin Board

Details on City of Grande Prairie – Event Calendar
>> Free Events page
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Changes may occur
Day of the
Week
Thu
1
Fri

2

Sat

3

Sun

Mon

4

5

Tue

6

Wed

7

Thu

8

Fri

Sat

Sun

9

10

11

Mon

12

Tue

13

Wed

14

What's Happening
7:30 pm Choir
7:00 pm Line Dancing

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
Local outreach offering
Communion will be served

Day of the
What's Happening
Week
Thu 15 7:30 pm Choir
Fri

16 7:00 pm Line Dancing

Sat

17

Sun

Narrative Reports due
in the Office today please
7:00 pm Handbells
7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers
7:00 pm UCW – Unit 1
10:00 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi.

Mon

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
18 11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells
Family Day
19
7:00 pm Handbells
7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers
6:00 pm Council meeting

Tue

20

Wed

10:00 am Tai Chi
21 5:30 pm Tai Chi
7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study

7:30 pm Choir

Thu

22 7:30 pm Choir

4:30 pm Northern Lights Presbytery
Begins
7:00 pm Line Dancing Cancelled
8:00 am P&M breakfast / meeting
9:00 am Northern Lights Presbytery
All Day
10:00 am Church / Sunday School
Dr. Kathy Yashimoto - preaching
11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells
Pot Luck Lunch with Presbytery
7:00 pm Handbells
10 am Grandmother to Grandmother
Fundraiser Coffee Party
7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers
Ash Wednesday – First day of Lent
10:00 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi
7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study (?)

Fri

23

Sat

24

Sun

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
25 11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells

Mon

26 7:00 pm Handbells

Tue

27 7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers

Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

7:00 pm Line Dancing
7:00 pm UCW Unit 4

10:00 am Tai Chi
28 5:30 pm Tai Chi
7:00 pm Discipleship Book Study
1 7:30 pm Choir
7:00 pm World Day of Prayer Service
2 at Forbes Presbyterian Church
7:00 pm Line Dancing
3

February 2018 Edition --- Page 10

