St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6
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DEC. 17th

More pictures inside from this year’s Sunday
School pageant. Hope you were there.
GREAT JOB ALL !!! (kids, author, stage hands, costumers…)

4th - Jennie Tetreau
4th – Donna Radbourne
6th - Ian Hassall
11th - Linda Wagner
14th - Cam Loughead
18th – Madison White
19th – June Powell
26th – Amy Wyatt

Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Monday to Friday
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Please send comments,
ideas, articles for
inclusion to Sharon
Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca
Cutoff for
February Newsletter
Wed., Jan 24th

From the United Church of Canada
Private member’s bill will align Canadian law with
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples
The Reconciliation
Totem by Haida carver
James Hart at the
University of British
Columbia.
Credit: Sara Stratton
The United Church of
Canada welcomes the
federal government's November 20 statement that
it will support Bill C-262, a private member’s bill
designed to ensure that the laws of Canada are in
harmony with the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada’s Calls to Action urged churches and
governments to adopt the Declaration as the
framework for reconciliation. The United Church did
so in March 2016, noting at the time the
Declaration’s capacity to usher in “a new identity, a
new relationship, and a new way of being, both in
the church and in the world.”
Read the full article here….
http://www.united-church.ca/news/united-churchwelcomes-government-support-bill-c-262
******************
Dec. 14, 2017 Boundaries Commission update
Input to Boundaries Commission
On January 10, 2018, the Boundaries Commission
will release its interim report. The report will show
the boundaries of the proposed regional councils,
including where all pastoral charges will fit into the
proposed regional councils. One significant early
decision of the Commission was to honour a request
from the Caretakers of the Indigenous Church. They
had prepared the “Calls to the Church” document
regarding the future place of the Indigenous Church
within The United Church of Canada; see pages 56‒
67 of the complete GCE Workbook November 18-20
2017. Consistent with these Calls, the Caretakers
asked the Commission to honour the intent of the
Indigenous Church to engage in a distinct process to

decide their relationships within the new church
structure.
Suggestions for changes
As the next step of the process, the Commission will
be receiving feedback on its interim report from the
governing bodies of pastoral charges, presbyteries,
and Conferences. All current church courts are
encouraged to read the report carefully. If any
church court has a suggestion for a specific change,
that court’s governing body must pass a motion
naming the requested change. The motion can then
be e-mailed to regchange@united-church.ca from
January 10, 2018 to January 31, 2018. Please use
this address for change requests only; comments
and other questions can be sent to remits@unitedchurch.ca.
Governing bodies of church courts may want to
consider scheduling a meeting between January 10
and 31 to review the report and determine whether
they wish to request any changes.
The Commission will receive and study all feedback
received and will make decisions on all the
requested changes. It will release its final report no
later than March 15, 2018, outlining the boundaries
of the new regional councils. If the 43rd General
Council approves Remit 1: Three Council Model in
July 2018, the new boundaries will take effect on
January 1, 2019.
Information about all the changes underway in the
church can be found on the Remit Implementation
page, along with documents answering frequently
asked questions about the remits. Questions,
comments, suggestions, and concerns can be sent
to remits@united-church.ca. Sign up to receive the
Remit Implementation newsletter here.

From Social Media
Prime Minister Trudeau’s annual Christmas message
if you missed it
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/trudeauchristmas-holiday-message-1.4464250
The Queen’s Christmas Message
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsOMQqGmI1c
Gov. General Julie Payette’s New Year’s message
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/julie-payette-newyear-message-1.4467432
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The
Hidden
Meaning
Of
The Twelve
Days
Christmas
Some believe that
The Twelve Days of Christmas
was written in code. It had a hidden message,
and for a good reason.
The Twelve Days of Christmas was created in England during a time of religious persecution when Catholicism
was outlawed in the 16th to 18th centuries. The song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” was written as a kind
of secret catechism that could be sung in public without fear of arrest – a learning or memory aid to
Christians in fact. Each verse refers to a teaching of church doctrine — with the partridge being Christ who
died on a tree and the “True Love” being God the Father, who gave us all gifts. The twelve days of Christmas
are the twelve days between Christmas Day, Dec. 25th, the birth of Jesus, and the Epiphany, Jan. 6th, the day
Christians celebrate the arrival of the Magi (Wise Men) and the revelation of Christ as the light of the world.
Each element in the song is a code word for religious truth:
1. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus.
2. The two turtledoves are the Old and New Testaments.
3. Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love.
4. The four calling birds are the four Gospels.
5. The five gold rings recall the Hebrew Torah (Law),
or the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Old Testament.
6. The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of creation.
7. The seven swans a-swimming represent the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit.
8. The eight maids a-milking are the eight Beatitudes.
9. Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit.
10. The ten lords a-leaping are the Ten Commandments.
11. Eleven pipers piping represent the eleven faithful Apostles.
12. Twelve drummers drumming symbolize the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles Creed.
Article taken from todays101.9.radio.com
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Alberta & Northwest Conference cont’d
Merry Christmas from Kathy Yamashita
It is the time of year when
many of us send Christmas
cards and letters to our
friends and family. We do
this as a way of
maintaining connections
with those who are
important to us.
Sometimes the cards and letters are the only
time we will make a connection with some
people so it is even more important to do. It is
my habit to write such a letter. This is my
Christmas letter to the wonderful folks of
Alberta and Northwest Conference.
I have been your President for only seven months
but it is enough time to be able to say that the
United Church of Canada is active and alive with
faith and spirit. I have visited United Churches in
Okotoks, Lethbridge, Foremost, Stettler, Camrose,
Rimbey, Coronation, Calgary and Edmonton. Each
congregation and Presbytery has received me in
friendship and I have sincerely enjoyed meeting and
speaking with the people in each church.
I believe that our individual churches whether large
or small, gifted and challenged, are all part of a very
significant movement to maintain our particular
inclusive and loving Christian denomination in an
ever-growing secular society. We continue to exist
to demonstrate Christian spirit and community in
accordance with Jesus’ teachings.
We know that in about one year from now, our
church governing structure is going to change in
quite significant ways. People have asked what this
will mean to their churches. I usually answer that
very little will change and in fact our denomination
is counting very heavily on the continuing faithful
operation of the individual churches.
I wish each of you a very merry Christmas and an
especially Happy New Year!
Blessings to all,
Dr. Kathy Yamashita, President of Alberta and
Northwest Conference

Special Day Commentary
From WLP-Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum
January 1 – Name of Jesus/Holy Family Day While
some would not consider the first day of the year as
anything other than a civic holiday, some churches
do acknowledge it liturgically, and the Revised
Common Lectionary provides readings for the New
Year.
Some traditions observe this day as the Holy Name
of Jesus while others refer to it as Holy Family Day.
The first recalls the circumcision and naming of
Jesus when he was eight days old as recorded in
Luke 2:21. The latter refers to the account of Mary
and Joseph’s presentation of the infant Jesus in the
temple when he was 33 days old, in accordance
with the Law of Moses. This story, recorded in Luke
2:2–4, relates how in the temple the prophets
Simeon and Anna rejoiced at the sight of the baby,
with the knowledge and understanding that the
Messiah had finally come.
****************
January 5 – Birth of Guru Gobind Singh (Sikhism)
Under Guru Gobind Singh the Sikh followers were
initiated as the Khalsa, meaning “the Pure Ones.”
The Khalsa were exhorted to dress in white, live
monogamous and righteous lives, and not cut their
hair, as doing so would change the image of God in
which they were created. Before dying in 1708,
Guru Gobind Singh passed guruship on to the Sikh
Scriptures, the Siri Guru Granth Sahib. Since that
time, Sikhs have bowed to this scripture and
considered it as their only guru.
****************

PS…Dr. Kathy Yamashita will be attending the
Presbytery meeting being held here in February.
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Special Day Commentary (cont’d)

Special Day Commentary (cont’d)

January 6 – Epiphany
On this 12th day oafter Christmas, the church
remembers the visit of the magi to the Christ child.
According to the gospel of Matthew, sages from the
East came to Jerusalem seeking the child. They had
observed a new star rising and followed it to find the
newborn king of the Jews. The word epiphany means
“manifestation” or “sudden appearing.” During the
Season after the Epiphany, which lasts from January
6 until the beginning of Lent, the church focuses on
making Christ known to the world, reading stories of
call, prophecy, and discipleship. Many churches
observe the feast of the Epiphany on the Sunday
prior, which this year is December 31.
****************
January 7 – Baptism of Jesus
On this day we celebrate the baptism of Jesus by
John the baptizer in the Jordan River, and we recall
God’s words, “this is my beloved Son” and the
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Some churches observe
a renewing of baptism during the service today.
****************
January 13 – Maghi (Sikhism)
This day commemorates a battle in which 40 Sikhs
(the Immortal Ones) laid down their lives for the
guru (Guru Gobind Singh).
****************
January 15 – Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., African-American civil
rights leader, was born on January 15, 1929 in
Atlanta, Georgia. A Baptist minister and peace
activist, Dr. King was a voice for equal rights for
African Americans and others. Dr. King was
assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis,
Tennessee. In 1983, his birthday was designated a
national holiday in the United States, observed on
the third Monday in January.
On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
delivered a pivotal speech from the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. The words,
which have come to known as the “I Have a Dream”
speech, inspired the crowd of more than 300,000
people who made the march on Washington to
advocate for civil rights. Dr. King spoke fervently of
a day when all God’s children would join hands and
walk together as sisters and brothers.

January 18 – Confession of St. Peter
The feast day commemorates Peter’s statement (or
confession) that Jesus was Messiah, as recorded in
Matthew 16:16, Mark 8:29, and Luke 9:20. The
predominance of Peter in the Roman Catholic
tradition, coupled with the significance of St. Paul in
Protestant theology, inspired the choice of the week
between this day and the feast of the Conversion of
St. Paul as the first Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity in the Northern Hemisphere.
****************
January 18–25 – Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was
introduced in 1908 by the Rev. Paul Wattson,
founder of the Franciscan Friars of the AtonementGraymoor, to promote Christian unity throughout the
world. The theme for this ecumenical event is
established each year by Graymoor Ecumencial and
Interreligious Institute. The dates were originally
chosen to reflect the feast days of St. Peter’s Chair
(January 18) and the Conversion of St. Paul (January
25). These dates are still observed in most countries,
including the UK and the US. In Canada, the week
always includes two Sundays, beginning the Sunday
prior to January 25. In Aotearoa New Zealand and
Australia, the week is generally observed between
Ascension and Pentecost.
****************
January 21 – World Religion Day (Baha‘i)
The Baha‘i faith sponsors this day to foster unity and
oneness of all of the world’s religions Contact the
Baha’i community in your area and explore ways
you and the other faith communities can observe the
things you hold in common. Perhaps you can hold an
interfaith service of prayer for peace, or gather for a
meal to learn more about one another’s beliefs and
practices.
****************
January 25 – Conversion of St. Paul
This feast day commemorates the conversion of
Paul, the former persecutor of Christians, to the
apostle… the apostle whose writing dominates the
Christian Testament. The story of Paul’s conversion
on the road to Damascus is told three times in the
Acts of the Apostles (in chapters 9, 22, and 26)

Just saying…. “The most wonderful places to be are
in Someone’s thoughts, someone’s prayers and someone’s heart.”
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UCW Christmas Potluck

Making Rum Balls – unit 4 style
thanks ladies for the entertainment 😊
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Around St Paul’s
DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE
CHURCH LIBRARY
There are lots of helpful books
for your faith journey,
for better understanding of the Bible,
and some just for pleasure and interest.

Alberta & Northwest Conference
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
By Shelley Den Haan | Dec 20, 2017 | News &
Updates |
Merry Christmas from the Staff of Alberta and
Northwest Conference.
The Conference Office will be closed beginning on
Thursday, December 21, 2017. It will re-open again
on Monday, January 8.
Many blessings to you all for 2018.

JUST sign-out your books
and sign-in when returning them.
******************
Line Dancing starts again January 5th
Come on out and have some fun
and get some exercise.

From the Government of Canada
Canada Summer Jobs - Funding
Apply now: Deadline is Feb 2, 2018 at 11:59 PST
Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) is an initiative of the
Summer Work Experience program. It provides
wage subsidies to employers to create employment
for secondary and post-secondary students. Again
this year, Canada Summer Jobs welcomes
applications from small businesses, not-for-profit
employers, public sector and faith-based
organizations that provide quality summer jobs for
students.
CSJ provides funding to not-for-profit organizations,
public-sector employers and small businesses with
50 or fewer full-time employees to create summer
job opportunities for young people aged 15 to 30
years who are full-time students intending to return
to their studies in the next school year.
All the information and links to application here if
you can hire a student for the summer:
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-socialdevelopment/services/funding/canada-summerjobs.html

******************
Dec 24th AM – Congregational Pageant
(type casting – right ? 😊)

Sorry we didn’t’ get any pictures of the shepherds
and the magi in the pews.
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A New Year’s Meditation

Prayer Corner

Eathyn Anderson and family,
Kathy Horrelt, Kathy Macleod

My wish for 2018 is that this corner will become a
much longer list of names of people you know and
care about. People who are struggling with health,
work, changes, with loneliness, fear and worry or
would just welcome us putting their name in our
newsletter, so we can ALL pray for them!
We don’t have to know what the concern is, but if
they’d like to share – that is fine too.
I’m hoping you’ll help with that dream.
You can call or email their name, and/or their
concern as long as they are okay with it being
included in this corner. Then when they are feeling
stronger and want their name(s) removed let me
know that too.
Sharon Adams
587-297-1570 sharad2224@yahoo.ca

What better time and what better season,
What greater occasion or more wonderful reason
To kneel down in prayer and lift our hands high
To the God of creation, who made earth and sky,
Who sent us His Son to live here among men –
And the message He brought is
As true now as then…
So at this glad season, when there’s joy everywhere,
Let us meet our Redeemer at the altar of prayer,
Asking Him humbly to bless all of our days
And grant us forgiveness for our erring ways…
And though we’re unworthy, dear Father above,
Accept us today and let us dwell in Thy love
So we may grow stronger upheld by Thy grace,
And with Thy assistance be ready to face
All the temptations that fill every day,
And hold on to our hands when
we stumble and stray…
And thank You, dear God, for the
year that now ends
And for the great blessing of
Loved ones and friends.
~ from A Collection of Joy, by Helen Steiner Rice

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Puzzle Page

New Year’s Trivia
CODE

New Year Missing Word
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: Luck)

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: Festivity)

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: A month)

“Auld Lang Syne” originated in what country?
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: Vacation)
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
(Clue: a decision,
popular New Year custom)
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: big game in the US)

19

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

(Clue: bright flashes of
light)
(Answers will be in February Newsletter)
What is known as the Lunar New Year?
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
3

8

9

14 5

19 5

14 5 23

25 5

1

18

Why do the Chinese celebrate New Year with firecrackers?

__ __

__ __ __ __

__ __ __

__ __ __ __

20 15

23 1 18 4

15

5

__ __ __ __ __ __ __
19 16 9

18 9 20 19

6

6

22 9

12

14 4

What do the words “Auld Lang Syne” mean?
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
__ __
20

__ __ __ __ __ __ (Clue: ceremonial procession)

3 15 20 12 1

9 13 5

19

7 15

14 5

2

25

To ring in the New Year in Spain on each chime of
the clock they do what?
__ __ __
__
__ __ __ __ __
5

1

20

1

7

18 1

16 5

Where did the tradition of using a baby originate?
__ __ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __
1 14 3

9

5

14 20

7

18 5

5

3

5

Where in the US do they lower a huge crystal ball?
__ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __ __ __
20 9 13

5 19

19 17 21 1

18 5

Who is the mythical personification of time?
__ __ __ __ __ __
__ __ __ __
6

1 20 8
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5

18

20 9

13

5

Looking Ahead – Save the Date(s)
Fri., Feb 9th-11th – Presbytery Meeting here
Mon., Feb 12th – Annual Reports deadline (to office)
Mon., Feb 19th – Family Day (Alberta)
Tue., Feb 20th – 6:00 pm – Council meeting
Sun. Mar 4th – Annual Congregational Meeting
– immediately following church
Tue. Mar 20th – 6:00 pm Council meeting
Fri., Mar. 30th – Good Friday (kids start Easter break)
Sun., Apr. 1st – Easter Sunday
Mon., Apr. 9th – First day back to school
Tue. & Wed. May 8-9th – ANWC Ministry Personnel
Retreat
Thu. - Mon., May 10-13th – 85th ANWC Conference
meeting (Sherwood Park)
May 21st – Victoria Day
Thu., June 28 – Last day of school
Sun., July 1st – Canada Day
Sun., Nov. 4th – Roast Beef Dinner (traditionally?)
****************

Coming in 2018
Immersion: Investing in God’s World
Gord will facilitate this 8 session study which invites
us to explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.
Created by two United Church ministers (Richard
Bott and Dave Anderson) in British Columbia it leads
us through the basic precepts of Christian faith and
challenges us to make that faith an integral part of
our daily life.

Thursday, Jan 18th – 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Community Village
1116 102 Ave
Bldg C, Board Room
Monthly Includes:
• Learn more about FASD, Strategies
and Supports
• Network with other caregivers
• Refreshments provided, childcare available.

Feb 9/10/11th – Hosts for Billets Needed Please:
Please advise Carla, in the office, of how many
billets you are willing and able to host in your home.
Presbytery starts, for some on Friday morning, for
most Friday evening, at 4:30 or 5:00 and wraps up
Sunday at the Potluck after church.
Please prayerfully consider these opportunities to
serve on Council
Chair Elect for Council (Karen has one more year)
Treasurer – this position must be filled.
Member(s) at Large – new ideas, opinions welcome
Join one of our Ministry Teams:
Christian Development
Communications
Ministry & Personnel
Outreach
Pastoral Care
Presbytery
Stewardship & Finance
Worship
Music – Choir(s) / Bell(s) / Instrumentalist(s)
Sunday School teachers and help needed
A rabbi waited in line to have his car filled with
gas before a long holiday. The attendant
worked quickly, but there were many cars
ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned
him toward a vacant pump. The young man
said, "I'm so sorry about the delay. It seems as
if everyone waits until the last minute to get
ready for a long trip."
The rabbi said, "I know what you mean. It's the
same in my business."

To register or for further information
contact:
Heather at Family Educ. Society
780-830-0920
Heat.fes@telus.net
OR
Jen at Northwest FASD Network
780-357-7504 jduperron@cityofgp.com
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Changes may occur
Day of the
Week
Mon
1

What's Happening
7:00 pm Handbells

Tue

2

7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers

Wed

3

10:00 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

4

No choir

Fri

5

7:00 pm Line Dancing

Sat

6

Epiphany

7

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
Local outreach offering
Communion will be served.

Mon
Tue
Wed

8

Tue
Wed

Thu

Sun

Day of the
Week

Fri

7:00 pm Handbells

1:00 pm UCW Unit 2
9 7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers
7:00 pm UCW Unit 1 @ Nora's
10:00 am Tai Chi
10
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

11 No choir

Fri

12 7:00 pm Line Dancing

Sat

What's Happening

7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers
6:00 pm Council meeting
10:00 am Tai Chi
17
5:30 pm Tai Chi
18 No choir
7:00 pm Line Dancing
19
7:00 pm UCW Unit 4
20
16

Sun

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
21 11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells

Mon

22

Tue

23 7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers

Wed

10:00 am Tai Chi
24 5:30 pm Tai Chi
7:00 pm UCW Annual Meeting

Thu

25 7:30 pm Adult Choir

Fri

26 7:00 pm Line Dancing

Sat

27

Sun

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
28 11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells

7:00 pm St Paul’s hosting the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity Service

Sat

13 8:00 am P&M breakfast / meeting
Mon

29 7:00 pm Handbells

Sun

10:00 am Church / Sunday School
14 11:15 am Junior Choir
12:00 pm Beginner Handbells

Tue

30 7:00 pm CGIT & Explorers

Mon

15 7:00 pm Handbells

Wed

31
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10:00 am Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

