NEWSLETTER

JUNE 2017
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SUNSHINE!
The last few weeks
we have been
blessed with lots of
glorious sunshine.
There is something
about a bright
sunny day that
energizes me, and
just makes the
whole world seem
happier.
It made me think of
the John Denver
song below:
“Sunshine on my
shoulders makes
me happy
Sunshine in my
eyes can make
me cry
Sunshine on the
water looks
so lovely
Sunshine almost
always makes
me high”

Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Telephone: 780-532-2415
Fax: 780-538-9172
Email: secretary@stpaulsuuc.ca
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Get Involved!! Come Join the fun!
Adult Choir:
Thursday: 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Adult Handbell Choir:
Mondays: 7:00 pm t0 8:30 pm

Wishing each of
you, happy
sunshine days, as
we move into
summer!
Brenda
2|Page

From Gord’s Desk
Canada 150
July 1, 1867. After years of negotiations and cajoling and hard
work the British North America Act came into effect. Four British
colonies in North America joined together to become the
Dominion of Canada. Later the colony of Prince Edward Island
would be convinced to join in. Then the vast area of Rupert’s Land,
formerly under the nominal control of the Hudson’s Bay Company,
would be transferred to Canadian control, with the resulting
formation of the province of Manitoba. Then the colony of British
Colombia would sign on. A few decades later two provinces would
be carved out of the Northwest Territories. Then 4 decades would
pass and the last “father of Confederation” would bring
Newfoundland into the fold. Finally the people of the Eastern
Arctic would succeed in getting a new territory named Nunavut
changed. And now we have grown from 4 provinces in Eastern
Canada to a nation that lives out the dream of our founders: a
dominion that stretches from sea to sea and from the river [St.
Lawrence] to the ends of the earth.
And now there are all sorts of events and campaigns across the
country in this year where we mark 150 years of Confederation.
How does the church respond?
That is a bit of a complicated question, particularly in a
denomination that began with the hope of being the “church with
the soul of a nation”.
National holidays are a big part of life. Our faith, we believe,
speaks to all parts of our lives. So we expect national holidays and
faith to speak to/with each other. And yet... In the end the church is
not called to extol the virtues of any one particular country (or
political party platform or economic system). The church is called
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to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God.
Sometimes that means we need to choose not to take part in acts of
civic religion. For example this is why many churches make a
conscientious choice not to have national or provincial flags in the
sanctuary (for the record, in some places, particularly in the United
States, the question of flags or no flags has been as hot a debate as
pews vs chairs). What is our faith story saying to us as the nation
around us celebrates Canada 150?
I think that the faithful response is to do two (well sort of three)
things.
The first thing is to look honestly at the nation Canada is and how
it got to this point. There are two sides to this task. One is to ask
what is worth celebrating about who we are and who we have
been, and then legitimately celebrate those things. There is lots of
help in this task – much, if not most, of the official government
resources out there are about celebrating the country. The danger is
that we as a nation stop there. Even as we celebrate who we are as
a notion (and as a nation) we remember that we are not the
Kingdom of God on earth. As an act of faith and honesty part of
commemorating Canada 150 has to be to ask ourselves about the
shadows of Canadian history and present. This is hard work. God
challenges us, as individuals and as parts of our various
communities, to look carefully at where we have been who God
has created us to be and when we have fallen short.
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Once we have done this reflecting on who we are, and who we
have been we are ready for the more important piece. I have
always believed that significant anniversaries are only part about
the past and present. For any community an equally important
question is “who do we want to be in the future and how will we
make that happen?”. If we only celebrate the past 150 year this
year we have missed an opportunity.
And now the question for faith communities.
As faith communities we ask ourselves how we (positively and
negatively) have contributed to the Canada of the last 150 years.
As faith communities we look to our tradition and our Scripture to
get a sense of what sort of community God is at work creating.
And so, as faith communities we continue to ask the question we
should have been asking all along. Where and how is God calling
us to bring our faith into the life of the communities (from the
local, to the national, to the global) of which we are a part? As
people of faith how will we help to create the Canada we want to
see in the future?
150 years ago the vision of a dominion stretching from sea to sea
was borrowed from the book of Psalms. The Psalmist was not
talking about this collection of provinces and territories we call
Canada. The Psalmist was talking about God’s Kingdom. We in
Canada are a part of that. God is at work in our midst, helping us
make a better country, one more in line with the Kingdom. Where
will we join in?
[More to follow. In church. On July 2nd (which means I have a
month to sort out what I need to say).]
--Gord
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Special Dates:
Mark Your Calendars!
Our calendar activities are slowing down with Sunday School
done for the summer and CGIT and Explorers as well.
Please let us know if there is something planned that should
be highlighted here.
 Alberta Seniors Week: June 5-11th
For more information on Seniors Week events taking place across the City
of Grande Prairie visit www.cityofgp.com

 P & M Breakfast/work meeting Saturday, June 10th at 8:00 am
 June 16 -18: St Paul’s Campout at Saskatoon Provincial
Park group area. Come for the weekend or join us on
Saturday for food and fellowship. Contact Karen Scott for
more details 780-933-4055
 July 10th – 14th: BC Conference UCW Vancouver -55th
Anniversary Celebrating Spirit
 July 10-14th from 9 – 12 noon
Vacation Bible School: “The Great Canadian Campout”
Children entering Kindergarten to Grade 6 are welcome.
Registration is $20 / child to a maximum of $50 / family.
Please contact Holly at 780-933-9937 to volunteer.
 July 16: 2 pm Bridal shower for Kendra Waldie. St. Paul’s
Friendship Room. RSVP to Rachel Haines 780-832-7186
 June 18: Father’s Day – Celebrate “DAD”!

 July 22: 12 – 3 pm pre-Wedding Celebration for Benjamin
and Chanelle – Grande Prairie Museum
RSVP to: Sherry and Neil Alstad 780-568-4679
 September 28-30 Tina and Tony’s Wedding watch for
information on try outs!
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Bulletin Board Team
of the Month:

Pastoral Care!
St. Paul’s Pastoral Care committee is a small but mighty group,
who check in on those in the hospital or who are no longer able to
come to church on Sunday. This team of dedicated members
ensure folks are kept up to date on happenings in the church,
receive the monthly newsletter and feel loved and cared for by St.
Paul’s.

Did you know???
The first Sunday of each month there is a second offering that is
dedicated to local outreach.
This month from May 1-31 we gave out 8 food / gas vouchers
for a total of $1000.00 from our local outreach fund.
The food bank is currently experiencing a shortage; please
consider bringing a non-perishable food donation.

Thank you for supporting our neighbours in need!
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"Camping Weekend”
Do you love the great outdoors? Have you been itching to have
“smores” over a campfire? We have booked the group site at
Saskatoon Island Park for June 16 – 18th , there is lots of room for
campers or just join us for an afternoon of fun on Saturday. Topped off
with a shared potluck supper.
It will be a fun opportunity to get to know people from the
congregation. If you are interested, please talk to Patty Waldie, Kathryn
Baverstock or Karen Scott. Karen’s number is 780-933-4055.

Bridal Shower
We have watched Kendra Waldie
grow and blossom through the years.
We now have the opportunity to
celebrate the joy of the
next step in her life journey,
marrying her best friend
Noah Costain.

Please join Kendra and her family for a
Bridal Shower
on Sunday, July 16th
At 2:00 pm in the Friendship Room
at St. Paul’s United Church
Please RSVP to: Rachel Haines 780-832-7186
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Family Trivia
Why I Go to Church
By Neil Alstad
I started as a child going to church
with my Mom. We attended bible camp
in the summer and on a regular basis
attended Sunday church service. As a
young adult, .I strayed away from
church, not seeing much in it for me.
When I was in my mid-twenties, I
started to go back to take marriage
prep course and to spend time with my
parents on Sunday.
When we had children, we decided that it was important for
them to learn about the bible stories from someone else
other than their parents so we kept coming. The kids kept
me coming as they made friends and were involved in youth
activities. I got on a church committee, that has been a great
thing for me, and I am really enjoying it.
Now that my kids are grown-up and moved away from home,
the reason I come is I need to check up on my friends that I
have made at St. Paul’s. When I miss a week where I did not
come, I miss seeing my friends and catching up on what
they are doing. Choir has also made me come to practice on
Thursday and I use that night as a chance to visit my Dad
and take him coffee as well.
Neil has been attending St Paul’s since 1992. He is active on
Property and Maintenance and in the Choir. His favorite
hymn is #509 in Voices United – Here I am Lord.
To the question “In your own words, how would you describe
God “Neil had this to say, “I used to think that my Dad was
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God, but now I think that everyone who comes to St. Paul’s
is God.”
After church on Sundays you might want to drop in and visit
as he sometimes goes home to make cookies or bread to
have for lunch during the week. His day job is that of a
property assessor, although he jokes in his next career he
will be a baker. So let’s hope he retires soon and starts his
“next career” and that he still enjoys and has time for his
other hobby wood working.

July 22, 2017
12 – 3pm (drop in)
Informal Program at 1:30 pm
Grande Prairie Museum
Muskoseepi Park, 102 St & 102 Ave

Please RSVP to: Sherry and Neil Alstad
780-568-4679
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Pastoral Care Committee
The members of St. Paul’s Pastoral Care Team are Trish Larter,
Lorena Ramsankar, Judy Barber, Nancy Magrum and Reverend
Gord Waldie.
We want to make sure that parishioners who are no longer able to
join us regularly - either temporarily or long term - are remembered
and feel important to our ministry. If you or someone you know
would like a visit or a call from any of these members, please call
or write Carla at the office, 780-532-2415 /
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca or speak to any of us at Sunday service.
If you have any favourite prayers,
passages or hymns that could be
included in a booklet to share during our
visits please pass them along.
Thank you!
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Senior’s Lodges
We invite you to join us for this special Ministry:
June 18. 4:00 pm Grande Prairie Care Centre
(9705-94 Ave)

Alberta Seniors Week:
Senior’s Tea at the Museum
 June 6, 2017 1:30 – 3:30
 Cost: Free
(pre registration required call 780-830-7090
 Community Room of the Grande Prairie Museum,
Muskoseepi Park 102 Ave & 102 Street.

June Birthday Celebrations:
4th
5th
6th
8th
11th
21st
22nd

Kathryn Baverstock
Flora Steinke
Brenda Stouffer
Chelsea Ayre
Alice Hickson
Lois Brown
Dean Lorenz
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St. Paul’s active Sunday School and Youth programs, rely
on the countless volunteer hours of some very special
people. As we end this season of regular meetings we want
to take a moment to acknowledge those that share their faith
and love with our children and youth.

Sunday School:

St. Paul’s Youth:

Bruce White
Gail Schau
Sherry Alstad
Holly Loughead
Tanya Ayre
Linnea Radersma

Janis Schau-Steinke
Krista Adkin
Nicole Radersma

CGIT

Explorers

Valerie Jenner
Rachel Calhoun

Brenda Stouffer
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Lemon-Glazed Zucchini Bread
2 C flour
2 tsp baking powder
½ C canola oil
2 TBSP lemon juice
Zest of 1 lemon

½ tsp salt
2 eggs
1 ½ C sugar
½ C buttermilk
1 C grated zucchini

Glaze:
1 C icing sugar 2 Tbsp lemon juice 1 Tbsp milk

Mix flour, salt, baking powder in med bowl.
In a large bowl beat eggs, add oil and sugar until well blended.
Add lemon juice, buttermilk, lemon zest and blend well.
Fold in zucchini – mix well
Add dry ingredients and blend until combined.
Pour into greased 9 x 5 loaf pan
350o 40 – 45 min
Spoon glaze over while still warm… delicious!!
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PICK A NEWSLETTER NAME
BALLOT

“Name our
Newsletter”
Update!

The Heart Beat

Saints Alive

News for the Pews

Paul’s News

The Messenger

News from the Pews

News n’ Views

St Paul’s Epistle

St Paul’s “Son”shine News

The News Letter

Mc.Paul’s Newsletter

Community Pathways

Community Forum

Neighbourhood News

Digest

Connections

Community Connections

Pulse

Happenings

Forum

Please let us know which one you like.
Either rip this page out of the newsletter or write your choice
on a piece of paper and put it in the box in the
narthex or friendship room.
We’ll start using the new name in September.
Thank you for all your suggestions and don’t forget you too
can submit a newsletter item or article at any time.

~ Your Communications Team ~
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