St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6
Editor’s reflection … This newsletter we are focusing on the word
“Believe” from our mission statement.
Through Faith, we walk on the path Jesus set for us.
The people of St. Paul’s Belong… Believe… Love… Listen… Lead.
As I began thinking about this newsletter it dawned on me Sunday the
23rd that the four storytellers who shared “What Church Means to Me”
in February could be a good basis for the reflecting on “believe”. The
four speakers have each shared a little of what they believe about God,
about church, and about being part of a community of faith. So for
those who missed their words now you can catch most of it. I’ve
included a link to Gord’s story online as he provided another article on “I
Believe” to add to the newsletter.
What I learned from listening to and then re-reading their reflections
was that we can’t all believe exactly the same as we
have come from so many different life experiences.
We are all on the same “mission” here with each
other at St Paul’s, because we have come to be
family over time. We believe in a God who loves
each of us as children, with all our faults, our fears,
our joys, our sorrows and our humanness. From that
common basic belief, we interact, we challenge,
we disagree, and yet still gather together as family.
In a world so frightening at times, where we don’t
know who to believe, or what the true story is
sometimes, we gather to forget the hurts the world
has dealt us the past week. We who call St Paul’s
home find support, a listening ear, a challenging message, a healing hug, a soul reaching melody, a friend to
laugh or cry with us and so we can believe in ourselves and our own worth and lovability.
I think if what we believe made no difference to our mission – then we’d be fooling ourselves about why we
continue to gather and work, play, pray and worship together.
Sharon
Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Summer Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Tuesday to Friday
Issue 02 2020 – Mar/Apr--- Page 1

Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca

april

march
5th
10th
12th
15th
16th
22nd
24th

Barb Hofmeister
Gord Waldie
Laurie Anderson
Karen Scott
Mae Allen
Tanya Ayre
Judy Barber

4th
7th
7th
8th
13th
14th
16th

Pearl Wilson
Nora Hassall
Jacob Middleton
Dennis McIntosh
Kendra Waldie
Kate Batt
Margaret Bowes

25th
27th
27th
28th

Alec Brown
Blake Brown
Mason White
Kaitlyn Brown

23rd
27th
30th

James Proudfoot
Chris Henderson
Teagan Wyatt

Labyrinth Walks
Please join us for meditation
an inward journey
on a sacred path.
7:00 pm - Sunday
March 22nd and May 2nd
All are welcome!
Are you a confident stitcher or crafter or do
you need help? Regardless of your level of
expertise you’ll enjoy time with the
102 Street Stitchers generally the 2nd Friday
of the month.
Learn to sew, crochet, knit, or work on your
own sewing or crafting projects while
hanging out with fellow creative folk.

DROP IN :
Friday, March 13th
From 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
(April - To be determined)

Friday, March 6 & 20 in the Friendship Room
Doors open at 6:30 pm and the sound bath
begins at 7:00 pm.
Come and experience the healing & meditative
benefits of sound with the Alchemy crystal
singing bowls. During this sound bath, you will
expect to relax, release, and renew through
the vibration & frequency of sound.
Bring anything required to be comfortable
while laying on the ground and bask in the
healing properties of sound. By donation.
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Words from Gord
As I sit down to write this it is Ash Wednesday. Later this
evening I will go to worship where I will have ashes
smeared on my forehead in the shape of a cross,
accompanied by the words “remember that you are
dust and to dust you will return”.
Cheery beginning to the season of Lent is it not?
Then again Lent is not known as a season of fun and frivolity. That is part of why the day before it begins some
people celebrate Carnival and others Mardi Gras as a last blowout before the solemn season. Lent is a time of
preparation and reflection as we walk with Jesus on the path that leads to a cross on a hill. Lent is traditionally
called a “penitential season”, a time to reflect on how we have or have not lived as Christ calls us to live. As we
prepare for the New Life and New Hope of Easter Sunday we reflect on who we are and how we might need to
change.
We begin with Ash Wednesday, a day to be reminded of our mortality. But what about those ashes? Some see
the ashes as a sign of repentance. Some clergy have services where they get people to write confessions down,
put them in a bowl, and then burn them as a part of the service. Some have then used those ashes for the
marking of the foreheads.
Or maybe the ashes serve to remind us of the words of committal “ashes to ashes, dust to dust”. Maybe they
remind us that we are not permanent parts of this world. Maybe they give us a sense of perspective on how
important we are.
I think both of those things can be true. But I think there is one more thing.
Traditionally the ashes for Ash Wednesday come from the burning of the dried out palm branches of the
previous spring. Palm Sunday’s story has within it great hope and potential. “Blessed is the One who comes in
the name of the Lord!” Maybe this year the cheering will lead to the coming of God’s Reign in full glory?!?
But it doesn’t. The hopes don’t come to full flower. And then we mark ourselves with the remains of those
hopes. Possibly as a reminder to hope? Possibly as a reminder of failure?
The Reign of God is not here in full glory – yet. We are not living as God wants us to – yet. But we are
(hopefully) moving in that direction. The cross of ashes: a sign of repentance, a sign of our own eventual death,
a sign of dashed hopes; calls us to reaffirm our willingness to allow God to transform our lives.
This Lenten season I invite us all to reflect on how we have or have not lived as people of Love. How have we
loved God, our neighbours, our selves? How could we have done it differently or better? When New Life comes
again where will we let it take us?
In the end the ashes are not the last word. From ashes can come life. It is happening in the wildfires of
Australia as I type. As I ponder the ashes I will wear later tonight I also ponder the ancient myth of the
Phoenix. But maybe more about that come Easter, when the ashes give way to new life, new hope, new
possibilities.
We are mortal. We can’t forget that. But we are invited into eternal life too. The ashes wash off the face. Life
and hope and love will win in the end. Thanks be to God.
Gord
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St Paul’s at Work and Play
Jan 17, 2020 James wrote:
“At last. Success!
While today was not my
best race, the M4 relay
team named “AIC 60"
(Australia, Italy, Canada
60+) made the podium! “
Read more about James
Proudfoot’s trip to
The Winter World Master
Games in Innsbruck 2020
on his FB page or ask
him about it.

.
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From Social Media
Forced to Live on Roadsides – the dark history of
Metis road allowances
Read the CBC article by Kyle Muzyka here
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Please accept our best wishes and regards from
Palestine!
With this letter we would like to inform you about our
upcoming Kairos Palestine Easter Alert 2020.
Kairos Palestine is currently preparing an Easter alert, in
order to bring awareness about the deteriorating
situation- not only during Easter Time – to show the
urgency of the situation in Palestine, especially
Jerusalem and to encourage Parishes, lay-persons and
clergy all around the world to remember this seasons
that marks the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We at Kairos kindly ask you to share this information
widely with your networks, parishes and communities.
We are looking forward to fruitful cooperation with all of
you. We will officially send out the Easter Alert on April
1st, 2020. In case you have any further questions please
contact kairos@kairospalestine.ps
With faith, hope and love,
Kairos Palestine – A Moment of Truth

Read Naramata Centre February 2020 Newsletter
Teck’s Oilsands Mine: The Case Kept Getting Worse
and Worse
Alberta’s Kenney blames Ottawa, but the project
killer was the market.
By Geoff Dembicki February 24, 2020
The abrupt decision by Teck Resources to withdraw
its application for the Frontier bitumen mine project
reveals a truth that politicians like Jason Kenney and
other industry boosters continue to deny — that
investing large sums of money in Canada’s oilsands
no longer makes any financial sense. Read the full
article here.

From Social Media
Fair Deal Panel
They have extended the timeline for filling out the
survey to make your views known on what the
government is doing or plans to do. If you’d like to
complete the survey you can go here
Specific areas they are exploring are:
• Establishing a provincial revenue agency to collect
provincial taxes directly by ending the CanadaAlberta Tax Collection Agreement, while joining
Quebec in seeking an agreement to collect federal
taxes within the province.
• Creating an Alberta Pension Plan by withdrawing
from the Canada Pension Plan.
• Establishing a provincial police force by ending the
Alberta Police Service Agreement with the
Government of Canada.
• Emulating Quebec’s practice of playing a larger
role in international relations, in part by seeking
Alberta representation in treaty negotiations that
effect Alberta’s interests.
• Emulating Quebec’s legal requirement that public
bodies, including municipalities and school boards,
obtain the approval of the provincial government
before they can enter into agreements with the
federal government.
• Using the existing provincial power to appoint the
Chief Firearms Office for Alberta.
• Opting out of federal cost share programs with full
compensation, such as the federal government’s
proposed pharmacare program.
• Seeking an exchange of tax points for federal cash
transfers under the Canada Health and Social
Transfers.
• Establishing a formalized provincial constitution.
You can also sign up to receive updates about this
panels work.
NEW DEADLINE to complete survey is March 15th.
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From Social Media

Do you love authentic local indigenous art? AWN is
hosting the 1st Indigenous Community Art Show in
Grande Cache. Information is available in this post.
Come and explore the work of artists and artisans in the
community. You may even find that one special thing!

Saturday March 28 & Sun. March 29, 2020
11:00 am – 4:00 pm
10003 99 St Grande Cache
For more information 780-827-5510 or
info@aseniwuche.com

From Social Media
Joint partnership will see stretch of Highway 40
twinned Feb 21, 2020 article by Liam Verster
The 19 kilometre stretch of Highway 40 south of the
City of Grande Prairie will be twinned, thanks to a
joint partnership between the County of Grande
Prairie, the MD of Greenview, and the Alberta
Government.
The project will see the highway twinned all the way
past the Norbord plant. The project will also include
a second bridge over the Wapiti River, and a vehicle
inspection station.
Construction on the project is expected to begin
sometime this summer, though no exact dates have
been set as of yet.

The Atheist Delusion facebook video here
A twelve minute video where an interviewer tries to
make atheists rethink their logic.

Sober Gals Designated Driving Services is entering
its second week of operations in the Swan City,
which is offered exclusively to women who may feel
more comfortable taking a ride from a fellow
female.
Hereditary Chiefs launch a landslide
By James Taylor
For a writer, it’s quite freeing to know that
almost anything I say about the Wet’suwet’en affair
will be denounced by someone as wrong,
misguided, misleading, and/or prejudiced.
After all, this single issue combines aboriginal
rights, colonial injustice, social stereotyping, racial
discrimination, capitalism, fossil fuels, the law, the
economy, global warming, global trade, and the
rights of nature. How could it help being divisive?
Read the rest of the article on his weblog.

Rising Above has purchased an apartment building
in the Avondale neighbourhood for an undisclosed
amount to be used as transitional housing.
“The key point is that this is about providing a full
continuum of care and treatment for those who
struggle with addictions and that having the secondstage shelter is one further step that we can help
people break those cycles of defeat and overcome
those addictions challenges.” Read more of Peter
Shoker’s article in the Daily Herald Tribune here
Here’s why you can’t lose hope…
From a blog by John Pavlovitz blog titles “Stuff That
Needs to Be Said”
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Northern Spirit Regional Council News
Courageous Faith Summit: A Virtual Gathering of People of Faith and Moral Conscience
A unique opportunity is available for anyone interested in participating in an online summit of key North
American faith leaders and voices. The Courageous Faith Virtual Summit will take place online from March 920, on a computer near you. Registration is free if you want to take in some or all of the streaming online
presentations that happen each day. Paid registration brings you lifetime access to all conversations and
content. "Faith leaders stand at a crossroads in North America today. As people of faith and moral conscious,
we can either sit idly by and allow hate, greed, and fear to define us, or we can channel the heart of our
tradition and speak truth to greedy power, love to angry hate, and hope to unfounded fear. The Courageous
Faith Summit provides a critical look at where we are now and how we get to a more sustainable and
equitable future. Through interviews with influential North American faith leaders in activist-oriented
congregations, the Courageous Faith Summit equips virtual leaders with the audacity, connections, and
practical advice to be active leaders in an emerging movement for change."
Find out more at: https://convergencesummit.online/.
Moderator and Elders’ Council on the Wet’suwet’en Land Struggle
Moderator Very Rev Richard Bott and the National Indigenous Elders’ Council have joined their voices to
express concern about the current situation on traditional Wet’suwet’en territory. They note the different
interpretations of whether consent to Coastal Gas Link’s natural gas pipeline was given or not.
“This difference in interpretation of who makes decisions is a collision of Indigenous and colonial law. We
believe it is being used by governments and the pipeline company as a wedge to push this project through.
We believe this must stop, and be replaced by genuine dialogue honouring the sacredness of the land and
Indigenous people. If right relations between Indigenous and Settler peoples is to have any chance, then
Canada must, in compliance with Article 27 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
respect Indigenous peoples’ decision-making according to their laws and traditions.” Please read and share
this letter with your community of faith and beyond. This is a hard issue for many in our communities, and
difficult to talk about. But our Apology as a church and our commitment to the Calls to Action of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission hold us to the responsibility Jesus and the prophets model for us: to speak
and listen to hard realities with open hearts. In addition, the attached letter has been sent to Prime Minister,
Justin Trudeau.
Affirming Leaders Day: Registration is Now Open
On May 2, 2020, a faith-based development and connection day for allied and LGBTQ2S+ folks. The event will
be held at Gaetz Memorial United Church, Red Deer AB. The keynote speaker will be Peter Gajdics, author of
The Inheritance of Shame: A Memoir. For more information, or to register, please see visit the event page:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/affirming-leaders-day-2020-registration-94504023077.
Annual Gathering: Women of the United Church in Alberta and the Northwest Territories
The Women of the United Church in the Chinook Winds and Northern Spirit regions will be holding
their annual gathering at the FCJ Christian Life Centre in Calgary, from April 30 to May 2, 2020. The meeting
will include a speaker from the national office of the United Church, music by Dave and Barbara-Lynn
Goodwin, fellowship and worship. All women of the United Church are welcome. A poster, registration
information and the registration form are in our UCW folder at St. Paul’s.
Phase I Healing Pathway Workshop
Phase 1 is an introduction to the basic concepts of healing hands within the Christian tradition, with an
emphasis on learning to be a healing presence and instrument of God's healing power
This workshop is being held May 22 to 24, 2020, at United in the Park - Sherwood Park United Church (20 Fir
Street). Brochure and registration forms available through Carla in the office.
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Northern Spirit Regional Council News
Announcement & Invitation: Queering Christian Voices: An Ecumenical Coalition in Canada
You are invited to attend the National Gathering of Queering Christian Voices: An Ecumenical Coalition in
Canada, to be held April 21-22, 2020, in Toronto, Ontario (location to be announced). The Coalition includes
representatives from LGBTQIA2S+ advocacy groups and individuals from sixteen Christian denominations,
including, Alliance, Anglican, Baptist, Be in Christ, Christian Reformed, Evangelical Lutheran, Mennonite, MCC
Toronto, Mormon, Presbyterian, Quakers, Roman Catholic, Seventh-day Adventist, United, Unitarian, and
Vineyard. A website is currently under construction, and a Public Media Release will be coming out in the
near future. Please help the steering committee with planning by letting them know ASAP if you plan on
attending, so they can be sure to book a location large enough to hold everyone. To contact the steering
committee, or for further information, please email: queeringchristianvoices@gmail.com.
If you would like to get this kind of information regularly in your inbox let Kathy Jackson, (kjacson@unitedchurch.ca) know you wish to be added to the distribution list.
Opportunities to Serve the Wider Church
Regularly, opportunities are listed here, both job and volunteer opportunities. This week, please note especially the
many “Pilgrim in Mission” opportunities to connect with our church’s global partners.

National Affirming PIE Day, Saturday 14 March 2020!
Public+Intentional+Explicit= PIE. These are our standards for the full inclusion and celebration of LGBTQIA+
and Two Spirit people. Get your recipes/ ice cream/ creative planning tools ready. PIE Day 2020, Saturday
March 14, is happening! This is brought to you by Affirm United/ S’affirmer Ensemble and Affirming
Connections, with support from the national United Church- and YOU!
Here’s the national Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/2664241096970141/
We’re updating our online home, www.pieday.ca and there are already lots of free planning resources and
ready to use graphics posted. All can participate: you do not need to be part of an Affirming ministry; you don’t
need to be United Church; and pie substitutes are welcome. You just need to be enthusiastic or curious about
a Public, Intentional, and Explicit celebration of diverse genders and sexualities in your community and ministry.
Have at it and watch/ contribute to the national listings at www.pieday.ca for events in your area.
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St Paul’s at Work and Play

Did you know…..
Monthly Elders Luncheon has relocated from the
Lorne Radbourne was honoured
with Legends of Grande Prairie
Hockey Lifetime Achievement award
CONGRATULATIONS Lorne!!!
The ceremony was held February 29th
at the Coca Cola Centre Legends
Lounge
You can read the My Grand Prairie
Now article by Michael Lumsden
here

Friendship Centre to St. Paul’s large basement starting
yesterday. We hope the almost 75 elders in attendance
found the new facilities were good.
With the change to the daily meal program at their building
it meant they needed to find a new place to meet.
Let’s pray that this connection will be welcomed and fruitful
for both of us as we seek to live out the Truth and
Reconciliation calls to action.
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Reflections on “Believe” (from the pews and from the pulpit)
What Does Church Mean to Me by Marge Riley shared Sunday
Feb. 2, 2020 Marge started with this story…..
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.
He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have
heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't
remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time.
The preachers are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all".
This started a real controversy in the 'Letters to the Editor' column. Much to the delight of the editor, it went
on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of
me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished me
and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be
physically dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"
How has St. Paul’s nourished me? And how does it continue to nourish my Spiritual life?
The first Sunday I came to St Paul’s 42 years ago, I sat at the back hoping no one would notice me or heaven
forbid talk to me!! But after the service, the Lady sitting beside me said, “My dear, you should be in the
Choir!” Next Sunday I asked the choir director, Peter Ellis, “When can I audition for the choir?” he laughed
and said, “Just come, Thursday, night, 7:30. Are you a soprano or an alto?” The choir welcomed me and I felt
I belonged!! The choir all agree that 9:00 Thursday night we leave the church feeling happy, even if we’d
dragged ourselves to rehearsal. I believe music feeds my soul.
I’m proud of my Church’s beliefs and commitment to social justice – notably our local outreach and our
struggle with the issues like gay ordination, gay marriage, and truth and reconciliation, to name a few. These
issues, discussions and struggles challenge me to learn and grow my beliefs. Gord’s sermons of Jesus’
teachings around equality and justice remind me we need to practice what we believe.
I am nourished when I ‘Pass the Peace’ to you and receive your blessing too. My Spirit is nourished when I
walk the labyrinth with you in prayer and meditation, and when I stand at the Prayer Station at the back of
the church during Communion to ask for Gods divine love to fill you and heal you.
I am nourished when we are connected to each other in common need and with our God in this place, when
we pray for each other’s joys and griefs and give them to God.
I’m nourished when I work on committees or when Ken and I chaired the Board, or when I organize beef
dinners and beef pies or when I host the choir party.
I have made many lifelong friends at St. Paul’s, through the music, our stance on social justice, our
connection, our working side by side, our prayer and our worship, our fellowship. All this gives me Hope.
I am nourished in my Spirit.
Peace Be With You
I Believe...
In the Broadway hit musical The Book of Mormon there is a song called “I Believe” and in that song (which is
definitively not respectful of Mormonism or of faith in general—then again the musical was written by the
same folks who created the TV show South Park) this line occurs a few times:
“I am a Mormon and a Mormon just believes”
And let’s be honest, sometimes it feels like faith would be easier if we could say that, if we could just believe
without question what others tell us to believe. But, of course that is not the case, even in the song it is
obvious that the singer is trying to convince himself that this is so rather than actually believing it. In reality,
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Reflections on “Believe” (from the pews and the pulpit)
knowing what we believe is a process of thought and discernment and evolution – many of us have slightly (or
vastly) different beliefs about God and life and meaning at various times in our lives.
One of the things that I have often heard people say they like about the United Church is that we are a place
where we allow, or even encourage, people to explore and sort out what they personally believe. Technically
speaking, we are a “non-creedal” church. This does not mean that we don't use Creeds, indeed many people
in earlier generations memorized the Apostle's Creed as part of a confirmation process and many of us in later
generations grew up with the so-called New Creed as part of our faith training. To say we are non-creedal
simply means that nobody in the United Church has to sign or subscribe to a statement of faith in order to be
a member or a leader.
The biggest danger in this approach to faith is that it can become muddy about what we do believe, the
boundaries of being a part of the community and no longer fitting in the community become vague, while it is
great to say “come and explore with us” sometimes it is also important to be able to say “this is who we are”.
It is my belief that one of the keys to us growing (both in numbers and in depth of faith) as a congregation is
for us as individuals to get better at sharing what it is we believe.
Such a task is a lifelong endeavour, not just a newsletter article. But I thought I would at least start the ball
rolling. I invite others to keep kicking it along...
• I believe that God is active in the world, stirring people's hearts and minds, pushing us to new
understandings of how to live in the world, challenging us to change our attitudes and behaviours to
match those understandings.
• I believe that in the stories and poems and sayings of Scripture we have an account of various people
trying to understand where and how God is in this world and how God would have them live. I also
believe that sometimes they get it right, sometimes they get it wrong, and sometimes various writers of
the account disagree with each other. And in these ancient stories and poems and sayings we find hints
and insights to help us form our own rule of life as followers and Children of God.
• I believe that in Jesus of Nazareth God was doing a new thing, God was being revealed in a new way.
• I believe that the experience of Easter, of encountering the reality of resurrection, changed the lives of
Jesus' followers in such a profound way that their understanding of everything that had gone before was
changed, including (or especially) their understanding of who Jesus was.
• I believe, with Hamlet, that there are “more things in heaven and earth Horatio than are dreamt of in your
philosophy” and so there are things that we cannot explain rationally, which forces us to accept paradox
and ambiguity. Life in general, and faith in particular is not black and white – there are many shades of
grey. But God helps us, through nudges to the heart, to navigate through the grey ambiguities.
• I believe that the primary purpose of being a follower of Christ is not to win a reward after our death but
to make a difference in the world where we live.
• I believe that the original blessing pronounced at Creation “and God said it was very good” has never been
withdrawn and that it trumps all else. However, in our acceptance of free will we can (often do?) choose
to act in ways that denies that blessing and turn our backs on who we are created to be.
• I believe that the Kingdom is real and among us and slowly (far slower than we would like) growing to full
flower and majesty. Someday it will be revealed in all its fullness and the world will be what it could be. I
believe that is very arrogant and misguided for anyone to claim to know when or how that will happen or
what it will look like in the end.
That is a start. Who wants to take the next kick?
Gord
You can also listen to Gord’s Story from February 9th on What Does the Church Mean to Me here.
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Reflections on “Believe” (from the pews and the pulpit)
Having belief in God lays the groundwork for learning how to
feel contented in life. When one has contentment you find more
joy and happiness.
Belief in God allows you to know that you are not alone. We may
not always know why some things happen, but believing in God
helps us to know how to handle things that can be difficult.
When one learns the contentment that comes with faith, they
learn what matters most in life and strive to live the way God
wants us to live.
Our journey in life may not always go down the pathways we expect or hoped for but when you have your
belief in God and God’s Spirit within you, you can take comfort in knowing there is a reason.
To believe in God leads to being able to believe in yourself. With this comes joy, happiness and contentment.
We are not alone.
Joycelin Shiel
What Church Means to Me – by Naomi Wiebe (shared on Feb. 16th, 2020)
My church and faith journey didn’t start in the United church, but church
has always been a big part of my life, right from birth, because I was a preacher’s
kid. My dad was the pastor of a small rural Mennonite Brethren church in the
Fraser Valley area of BC, so I went to church and Sunday School every Sunday,
Bible study and prayer meeting every Wednesday night, and every other church
function there was. Plus, any visiting preacher or missionary ended up at our
Three different people
house for Sunday dinner, so my life was very steeped in church culture. At 12 I
were “credited” with
decided to get baptized and become a member of the church.
having said this
After high school I went to a Bible school in Germany for six months
where I met fellow students from many different countries and church
backgrounds and learned that we had various perspectives on aspects of theology and what it means to live
as a Christian. I grew to appreciate difference, and that no one church had everything right, which would help
me later in life. After that, I did three years at a Bible college in Saskatchewan.
Following Bible college, I got married. We had four children in six years, and I was overwhelmed with
home responsibilities and a difficult marriage. Those 30 years were a dark part of my church and faith
journey, a time of searching and learning through mistakes and difficulties. I homeschooled our children,
wanting to shield them from evil influences I perceived to be in the public school. Through homeschooling I
became acquainted with an ultra-conservative church, joined that church and sent the children to the church
school. I was in that church for ten years until I could no longer reconcile the teachings and practice of the
church with what I understood from the Bible that Jesus taught and lived.
At this point I was somewhat disillusioned because I had sincerely wanted to do what was right, but it
had turned out so wrong. Thus began a time of questioning and working through everything I had ever
believed. I had also been plagued with chronic debilitating migraines for about fifteen years, which I was also
trying to deal with.
After moving to Grande Prairie in 2012 we attended a couple of churches, but I couldn’t open myself
up to really being part of them. I did a lot of reading, exploring various points of view, trying to make sense of
my faith and life experiences. I discovered some new perspectives on theology that resonated with my
experience and helped me regain faith. I also finally found a solution for 90% of my migraines by eating
gluten free, which allowed me some clarity of mind to tackle my personal and spiritual issues. I felt like I was
beginning to live again. I worked part time and joined the college concert choir, where I began to meet
people again.
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Reflections on “Believe” (from the pews and the pulpit)
It is almost three years now since I started attending church here at St. Paul’s. Why did I come here? I
had friends in the college choir who attended St Paul’s, so that was the first thing that put this church on the
radar. Second, I was wanting to check out some different churches, so I did some internet searching, and was
attracted to St Paul’s. Theologically there was room for questions and uncertainty.
The liturgy was new to me, but I found the words going into my soul as we spoke them together and
they began to heal some of those broken places. Words of love and acceptance and care and forgiveness and
understanding, of questions (sometimes without answers), words of community and interconnectedness with
each other and the rest of creation. The sermons provoke my thinking. The music is wonderful. I love the
moments of silence that allow me to center and tune in to God’s presence. I have gained new wonderful
friends. I love being part of the choir and singing my heart out and laughing together. I enjoy walking the
labyrinth together, a practice that nourishes my spirituality.
This is what church means to me. It is a place of healing. It is a place where we journey together in our
walk of faith. It is a place where we minister to each other. You have ministered to me and you have also
graciously given me the opportunity to minister to you and develop my gifts. It is a place of gaining strength
and encouragement to live our lives in accordance with the love of God within us, a place where we are all
God’s beloved children.
My faith journey has taken me to many churches, and each one has contributed to my walk of faith
and who I am today, even the difficult experiences. At every twist and turn of my journey, the words of our
creed have been true, “God is with us, we are not alone.”
What Does Church Mean to Me
by Doug Currie (shared Feb 23, 2020)
I remember being asked once if I was “born again” and my first
thought was no, I was born into the United Church and once
seemed enough. I was born into the United Church in a time
when the kids all sat in the front rows and their parents sat in
“their” pews. The greatest punishment you could receive would
be to have Mom come up and take you by the arm and march
you back three rows to sit with them if you were acting up. Well maybe being brought back into church from
the Sunday School to sit with your parents was worse.
For the ladies in the choir, their husbands if they weren’t out at the café on the highway having
coffee, formed a stag line in the back row. Once I was old enough to not go to Sunday School my job became
to sit next to Dad and make sure he didn’t snore if he dozed off. So, what kept me there until I left for
college? Probably my Mom’s admonishment that if you were able to go out and party on Saturday night you
sure as heck were able to go to church Sunday morning!
I did take a sort of a sabbatical for about 5 years through university and my first job, with attendance
being sporadic. Then Mom moved to Saskatoon after my Dad died and I started attending Grace Westminster
United with her. Next thing I knew I was an Elder serving on Session at about 25 years of age. One of the keys
here was that my opinion on issues was sought and listened to like I actually belonged there. My next
involvement in the church was in La Ronge, Sk. It was a small mission church and we were as involved as we
could be with a demanding job and 2 small kids. We moved from La Ronge to GP in 1995.
We arrived in August of 1995 and that Sept there were 3 or 4 ladies sitting up in the choir reminding
everyone of the practice on Thursday night. Nora, Barb and of course, Doreen were there and I think Winnie
might have been the fourth. Two weeks later it was announced that due to lack of interest there was no
choir. That fall Barb Fedeyko asked if I would consider helping with Christmas music and then after January
the same request came in for Easter. By May it was decided that we were having too much fun and the choir
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Reflections on “Believe” (from the pews and the pulpit)
was back. Also in that year, the Treasurer was transferred with Weyerhauser to South Carolina and I was
asked to step in and just finish out the year…………..
St. Paul’s has been my home for 25 years. It has helped me raise 2 great kids who continue to show the
lessons learned here in their lives, even if their church attendance is sparse. It has been my support in
difficult times and a place to share my joy in good times. That said, I also wanted to talk about not only how I
came to be in St. Paul’s but how my home came to be the United Church.
When I was in my teens Rev. Robert McClure was moderator of the UC and he did a cross Canada
tour. One evening I found myself sitting in the Christian Education Wing of Maidstone United with the youth
from Maidstone and Paynton (my home town) talking with Rev. McClure. This was a time when if the
moderator of the United Church had a news conference there was a good chance that some of it would make
the National News and the previous day he had been asked about the growth of Buddhism in North America.
His response was that Buddhism would never be a significant presence in North America. Being 10 ft tall and
bullet proof I asked him how he got off dismissing a religious path followed by millions of people, that
predated Christianity. I think my minister almost swallowed his tongue at that point. If looks could do it, I
would have been a pillar of salt. Rev McClure’s answer was that the media conveniently left out part of the
quote. He said that each culture and people are given a window to the divine that is the right one for them.
His comment was that the mismatch between the philosophy of Buddhism and our materialistic North
American society would mean that Buddhism would have a limited impact here. It was not a dismissal of
Buddhism. The thing that stuck with me from that exchange, from that day to this, was his analogy of having
a window to the divine.
That stuck with me and led to an interest in other faith paths and is why my Facebook profiles shows
religion as “Extreme Ecumenical”. I was also influenced by the book “One River Many Wells” by Matthew
Fox. The title comes from the teachings of Meister Eckart in the 14 th century that human spirituality is like an
underground river with each people, culture, religion or denomination sinking a well and drawing what it
needs……..but there is only one river. In my mind I see a Muslim, a Jew, a Christian, a Sikh, a Hindu, a Janic
Monk, a follower of Wika, a First Nation Elder, one person from all the religions in the world gathered in a
room. A person walks in and goes to the front to announce, “There is only one true God……….and it is Ours”.
There is only one God…….call her what you want. I remember trying to talk Mark, and now Gord, into us
putting a sign on the church that said “Acceptance, Tolerance and Unconditional Love……….everything else is
semantics”, no luck so far.
So that is kind of where my theology sits and that is why I am part of the United Church. A place
where I have been encouraged to ask questions rather then be provided with pat answers, a place that tries
to be inclusive rather the exclusionary and a place where I can accept the validity of other beliefs and
traditions without in anyway giving up on my own traditions and my window. On the occasions where I have
been drawn into a discussion in this regard with neighbors, clients or other groups I have gotten the
impression from some of them that if I stood up in their church and stated my views, the phrase “I got stoned
in the parking lot” would not involve recently legalized substances. The United Church, and St. Paul’s in
particular, has allowed my spirituality and theology to grow and evolve with that acceptance and tolerance.
It is and will continue to be my home.
Thank you,
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With Sadness
Remembered with Love – Donald Arthur Schau passed away peacefully at home as per
his wishes at the age of 80 years on October 25, 2019.
Don will be remembered for being a small, sarcastic, sharp witted and strong willed man.
He loved a stiff drink, a good joke and a long haul driving holiday in a camper van away
from crowds, preferably north. He was very proud of his children and grandchildren and
would often brag about their accolades. He passes his height, his big brown eyes and his
sense of humor down to all three of his children.
Don leaves to mourn, his wife of 52 years, Gail; his son Garry (Julie) and their children
Hannah, Alexander and Gillian; his daughter Lisa (Ken); his daughter Janis (Tyler) and their
children Lydia, Sophia and Flora. The full story is on Bear Creek Funeral Home website here.
In Loving Memory of Norman Berger Wold a resident of Grande Prairie, AB,
formerly of Buffalo Lake, AB, passed away on Saturday, January 4, 2020 at the
University of Alberta Hospital, Edmonton, AB, at the age of 92 years. He will be
fondly and lovingly remembered by his children: Dianne Delaney (Ed Welsh), Gail
(Neil) Sandboe, Randy (Deb Ness), Roger (Valerie), Janice (D’Arcy) Johnson, Sherry
(Allen) Avery, Donald (Charlene), and Dennis (Tina); 23 paternal grandchildren; 31
paternal great-grandchildren; numerous "adopted" grand and great-grandchildren;
sister Loreen Berg; brother in-law Allen Johnson; and sister in-law Ina Johnson.
The full obituary can be found at Oliver’s Funeral Home webpage here.
Remembering with Love Hugh Edward Impey passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
February 11, 2020 in Grande Prairie, at the age of 86 years.
Hugh loved to travel, particularly to Pretoria, South Africa and Kenya where he traced
his family origins. He and Jean also wintered in southern Arizona. He enjoyed coffee
with the “boys” at A&W, lying about golf and chatting with whoever would stop to
listen. He will be missed by many.
Hugh is survived by his wife of 64 years Jean Fraser; children Shaune (Donna), Dale
(Sandra), Christine, and Susanne Allan; grandchildren: Benjamin, Robert, Rebecca, and
Sarah Allan; and his brother Tom (Velma) and family.
A Memorial Service was held on Wednesday, February 19, 2020, at 2:00pm, at St. Paul's
United Church in Grande Prairie (10206 100 Ave.).
The full story and memorial donation information can be found at Oliver’s Funeral Home webpage here.
With Love we Remember Mary Cameron
On Tuesday, February 18, 2020 Mary Cameron of Grande Prairie, AB, passed away
peacefully, surrounded by her loving family.
Mary is survived by and will be lovingly remembered by her son Dave (Karen)
McFadyen and his children: Sarah, Kailee and Jaret; daughter Joan (Darrell)
Radbourne and her children Cole and Janelle; stepson Greg (Carol) Cameron and his
children: Ian (Jessie), Mark, David and Kate; stepson Dennis Cameron and his children
Christina and Alex; stepdaughter Muriel (Neil) McKay and her children: Kelsey
(Shaun), Geoffrey (fiancé Kelly) and Nicole (Scott); stepdaughter Faye (Murray) Petkau
and her children Courtney (Luke) and Brittney; and great-grandchildren: Pierce,
Pernilla, Spencer, James, Penelope, Emma, Logan and Lily. She also leaves her dear
sister Kate Alexander, and sisters in-law Ethel Hockey and Elsie Cameron.
A Memorial service was held on Friday, February 28, 2020 at 11:00 am at Oliver’s. Full story here.
Issue 02 2020 – Mar/Apr--- Page 15

Around Town
Friday, March 6th – 6:30 pm- World Day of Prayer
Rise! Take your Mat and Walk
@ The Salvation Army Community Church
9525 – 83 Ave., GP
Refreshments to follow! Written by the WDP committee from Zimbabwe
Pyramids of Ancient Egypt – Saturday, March 7, 2020 – 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Cost: FREE – Location: Grande Prairie Museum
The pyramids are one of the most famous and most commonly misunderstood monuments of the ancient
world. Come to learn more about how the pyramids were built, what their purpose was, and how their design
changed over time by a presenter with a Master's Degree in Egyptology.
Please note that this presentation is rated PG as it discusses death and mummification. Children must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Someh Abena Niengor I'm excited to be presenting Dr. Eva Olsson
Saturday, March 7th, 2020!
I can't wait to hear her speak!
Holocaust survivor, renowned author and Order of Ontario recipient
Dr. Eva Olsson will bring her story to Grande Prairie, March 7th, 7:00
pm in the LOFT at Jeffrey's West Side Cafe for an intimate discussion
about compassion and the strength/wisdom of rising up from the
ashes.
This is a FREE Event! And a life/perspective changing presentation you
won't want to miss!
Dr. Eva Olsson uses the Holocaust and her experiences in it as a
springboard to discuss the following key issues:
The power of hate and the need to stop it wherever it occurs. She
focuses on bullying in society (including Nazi Germany), which has
become an especially big problem.
The importance of not being a bystander when bad things are happening. Evil thrives when good
people stand back and let it happen. People must stand together to oppose evil.
The importance of having compassion and respect for self and others - It must go beyond mere
tolerance.
Documenting your Life Story – Monday, March 9th, 2020 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Cost: FREE – Location: Grande Prairie Museum Learn how to pass on your story to future generations
through a variety of techniques. This session will provide you with ideas that will help you communicate your
life experience to your descendants. Participants can take part in a storytelling activity following the
presentation. Participants may bring one small personal item (book, photograph, jewellery or keepsake).
Friday, March 20th - ROARING TWENTIES MURDER MYSTERY 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Grande Prairie Public Library - - Rotary Community Room Age Group: Teens, Adults
Program Type: Hobbies & Games Registration Required Seats Remaining: 44
About This Program: Usher back in the ‘20s with a 1920s party! Step back into Prohibition era to help GPPL
staff solve a murder mystery in the Library’s secret speakeasy. Part escape room, part murder mystery, and
part social event, this fun Roaring Twenties theme is perfect for bringing out your inner sleuth. Costumes
encouraged.
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Around Town
Saturday, April 4, 2020 6:30 – 10:00 pm
Pomeroy Hotel and Conference Centre, Tickets $ 60 - $550
We will be hosting our 6th annual MS Society Fashion Show in
the Grand Ballroom at the Pomeroy on April 4th. Through the
course of the evening you will enjoy a 3 course meal, the latest
Spring and Summer Fashions from a wide variety of Prairie Mall
retailers. Along with a chance to take home some amazing
prizes and help fundraise for our local MS Society. Details here.

Now is the time to ………COLLECT, SORT, BOX
PLEASE – NO CLOTHES
Items should be
CLEAN and
WORKING please.

40 items in 40 days

and LABEL

The first day of Lent was
Wednesday, February 26th. If you
were to take one item per day that
you no longer need or use, and set
in a box for the garage sale you
would clear some clutter and it won’t
feel like a chore.
some
Incredible
things
that
make
me
believe
there
is
a
God
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Save the Date - - Spread the Word
Sunday, March 1st – 11:00 am – Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, March 1st – 6:00 pm – Wild Rose Manor Service
Friday, March 6th – 6:30 pm- World Day of Prayer
Rise! Take your Mat and Walk –
@ The Salvation Army Community Church
9525 – 83 Ave., GP Refreshments to follow!
Written by the WDP committee from Zimbabwe
Friday, March 6th – 7:00 pm – Soundbath – Friendship Room
Friday, March 13th – 102 St Stitchers – 10 am – 3 pm
Sunday, March 22nd – 4:00 pm - Grande Prairie Care Centre Service
Saturday, March 28th – 7:30 pm – GPRC Concert Choir….details to come
Saturday March 28 – Rising Above - Hope Lives Banquet
Enjoy Participants Stories, Silent and Live Auction and a Rising
About Update. Doors open at 5 pm
at the Tara Centre – Evergreen park. Tickets available at Rising Above 780-533-3025
Thursday, April 2nd. - Grande Prairie Music Festival Starts Overview of 2020 Logistics here.
Friday, April 10th – Good Friday
Easter Sunday, April 12th – 6:00 pm - Prairie Lakes (was Points West)
Mon., April 13th – Fri., 17th – Spring Break for Schools
Wed., April 22nd – 7:00 pm - UCW Spring Gathering
Saturday, April 25th - Handbell workshop at St. Paul’s 11:30 am until 5:00 pm - includes potluck lunch,
beginner bells workshop, senior bells workshop, polishing and cleaning bells. The morning of the
same day includes a refurbishing / repairing of our bells and chimes so that they are in optimal
condition. Bell choirs can participate in the am if they wish.
Wed., April 29th – Saturday – May 2nd – St Paul’s Garage Sale
Friday, May 1st – Hythe Choir Spring Concert and supper. Hythe Community Centre. Doors open at 5:30 pm
Saturday, May 2nd – Hythe Choir Spring Concert and supper. Hythe Comm. Centre. Doors open at 5:30 pm
Sunday, May 10th – 2:00 pm – Grande Prairie Music Festival Grand Concert - @ Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 17th -- 4:00 pm McKenzie Place Service
Saturday, May 30th – Handbell Spring Concert – 7:00 pm @ St Paul’s United Church
Sunday, June 7th -- 6:00 pm – Wild Rose Manor Service
Sat., June 13th – 10am – 2:00 pm Pride Family Day Carnival @ Eastlink – come help at St Paul’s table
Thu., June 11th - Sun., June 14th – Regional Council Meeting – Camrose, AB
Sunday, June 28th -- 4:00 pm – Grande Prairie Care Centre Service
Wed., Sep 16th – Sun., Sep 20th – Women’s Weekend at Camp Wohelo

More details here
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Changes may occur
Day of the
Week

Sun

1

What's Happening

Day of the
Week

What's Happening

10:00 am Church & Sunday School
Local outreach offering
Communion will be served.
Annual Congregational Mtg
6:00 pm – Wild Rose Manor

Mon

16 7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

17 7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Wed

18

10:00 am - Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Mon

2

7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Thu

19 7:30 pm Choir

Tue

3

7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Fri

20 7:00 pm - Soundbath

10:00 am - Tai Chi
1:15pm UCW Unit 1
5:30 pm Tai Chi
7:30 pm Choir CANCELLED
6:30 pm World Day of Prayer
7:00 pm - Soundbath

Sat

21 9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi

Sun

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
11:15 Beginner Bells
22
4:00 – GPCC Seniors Service
7:00 pm – Labyrinth Walk

Mon

23 7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

24 7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers
10:00 am - Tai Chi
25
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

Sat

7

9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi

Sun

8

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
11:15 Beginner Bells

Mon

9

7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

1:30 pm UCW Unit 2
10
7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Wed

10:00 am - Tai Chi
11
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

12 7:30 pm Choir

Fri

102 Street Stitchers
13 10 am – 3:00 pm
All visitors and stitchers welcome

Sat

14 9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi

Sun

15

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
11:15 Beginner Bells
7:00 pm – Compassionate Friends

Wed
Thu

26 7:30 pm Choir

Fri

27

Sat

9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi
28 6:00 pm Rising Above Banquet Dinner
7:30 GPRC Choir

Sun

29

Mon

30 7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

31 7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers
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10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
11:15 Beginner Bells

Changes may occur
Day of the
Week
Wed

1

What's Happening

Thu

16 7:30 pm Choir

Fri

17 7:00 pm - Soundbath

Sat

18 9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi

Sun

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
19 11:15 Beginner Bells
7:00 pm – Compassionate Friends

Mon

20 7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

21 7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Wed

22

Thu

23 7:30 pm Choir

Fri

24

Sat

9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi
25 11:30 – 5:00 pm HANDBELL
WORKSHOP

Sun

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
26 11:15 Beginner Bells
4:00 – GPCC Seniors Service

Mon

27 7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

28 7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

2

7:30 pm Choir

Fri

3

7:00 pm - Soundbath

Sat

4

9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi

5

10:00 am Church & Sunday School
Local outreach offering
Communion will be served.
11:15 Beginner Bells

Mon

6

7:00 pm – Senior Bells

Tue

7

7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Wed

8

10:00 am - Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

9

Fri

10 10 am GOOD FRIDAY Service

Sat

11

Sun

10:00 am Church -/ Sunday School
EASTER SUNDAY
12
11:15 Beginner Bells
6 pm – Prairie Lakes Service

Mon
Tue
Wed

7:30 pm Choir

9:30 – 11:30 Tai Chi
Decorate for Easter

Easter Monday
7:00 pm – Senior Bells (?)
1:30 pm UCW Unit 2
14
7:00pm – CGIT & Explorers

Wed

13

15

What's Happening

10:00 am - Tai Chi
1:15pm UCW Unit 1
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

Sun

Day of the
Week

10:00 am - Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

Thu

10:00 am - Tai Chi
5:30 pm Tai Chi

10:00 am - Tai Chi
29 5:30 pm Tai Chi
9:30 PM – DROP OFF at Garage Sale
Sorting and Pricing Garage Sale
items
30
5 pm – 8 pm – Garage Sale Opens
7:30 pm Choir
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