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April 6, 2020

Greetings in the name of Jesus, Crucified and Risen!

How are you all doing? How are you taking care of yourselves in these days of uncertainty and 
physical distancing or isolation? How are you coping with the daily deluge of pandemic news? I hope
you are finding ways to maintain contact with friends and family by phone or video chat. I hope you 
have ways to deal with any anxiety or fear. We are called to be people who love and support each 
other. Different times call for us to find different ways to show that love and support.

I am sitting down to write this on the Monday morning of Holy Week. Later today I will finish the last
prayer for the Good Friday Service and send it to Carla and Sharon for distribution. Then I will start 
to prepare the service for Easter Sunday. Some things remain the same even in the midst of 
pandemic. We still tell the story at the center of our faith. We still proclaim that Life and Love 
conquer Death and Fear.

Maybe this year we really need to hear that message.

More on Easter in a moment. First I want to share some news. Many of you will remember that our 
Annual Garage Sale was scheduled for the first weekend of May. That is no longer a realistic 
possibility. The Garage Sale Team met last week and have decided to reschedule the Garage Sale for
the weekend before Labour Day. This means that the day to drop off items will be Wednesday 
August 26th with sorting during the day on the 27th and selling running until the 29th. More details 
will come out as we get closer. These dates will give some of us more time to finally go through the 
piles of stuff in our basements! Also this timing may allow us to provide cost-effective good for GPRC
students just moving into town for the start of the semester.

Another thing on my mind is Communion, especially since yesterday would have been our normal 
Communion Sunday. One of the challenges of doing a virtual Communion is that it needs to be done 
“live” so we are all celebrating it together.  A pre-recorded Communion service does not work for 
me. One option is to join with the service being live-streamed by the Moderator this coming Sunday 
afternoon but I would like some way for us to share the meal of faith as a community.  Once I work 
out the logistics and what platform I will use to broadcast the service  I will let you know.

And now Easter. It is a strange thing to be planning Easter this year. It will be a very different Holy 
Weekend with no gathering together to sing those triumphant words “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”. 
But we can still sing them in our homes. Even though we may live in a time of worry and uncertainty 
we still live in hope that Life Wins. Attached to this letter is the column I wrote for the Daily Herald 
Tribune where I speak about living in Saturday Time. That I think is part of how we open ourselves to
Easter Hope this year. We look in the face of fear and grief and pain, we feel those things, and still 
we proclaim our hope and faith that life still wins
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In his video message (the link will be in the Easter Sunday Service) the Rt. Rev Richard Bott, 
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, reminds us that the Resurrection of Christ took place 
with no witnesses. Nobody saw it happen, it was done by the time the women arrived at the tomb. 
Even if we feel that we are living in Saturday Time, that liminal space between disaster and triumph, 
we cling to the promise that Resurrection happens even if we do not immediately see the signs.

I also think of the stories in John where Jesus’ friends are locked up in a room our of fear. Then the 
Risen Christ appears in their midst. Easter happens! Life wins! It was true on that first Easter. It will 
be true this year. After the disaster comes the triumph. We are not alone. God is with us. Thanks be 
to God.

Blessed Easter!
Gord

Let us Pray:
God of life and death and life beyond death,

This week we move from a triumphant parade, to a table in an upper room, 
from a garden at night, to a cross on a hill,

and then to a New Day dawning.
As we walk with Jesus and his friends through this week of triumph and tragedy,
as we walk with our local and global neighbours through this time of pandemic,

as we feel the anxiety and the worry, the fear and the pain,
remind us that we are not alone.

God of hope and comfort,
we pray today for our neighbours who are among the most vulnerable.

The people whose health is more precarious;
the people who struggle just to find a place to sleep and food to eat, much less finding a way to

keep physical distance and pales to wash their hands;
the ones who can not stay in their homes but need to go out to work – l

healthcare workers, store clerks, emergency services staff, social support workers,
all those who take chances to support their neighbours.

God who shares the promise of life, God who gives us the gifts of life,
we pray for the world that you love so much.

Keep us people of hope.
Help us be careful but not fearful, prudent but not panicky.

And may we always remember that we are not alone.
We pray in the name of Jesus, crucified and Risen,

our judge and our hope.
Amen.
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