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      St Paul’s United Church  

10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB  T8V 0V6 
         
 

This newsletter the 
theme focus is on 
the word “Love” 
from our mission 

statement: 
Through Faith, we 
walk on the path 
Jesus set for us. 

The people of St. 
Paul’s Belong… 
Believe… Love… 

Listen… Lead. 
 

Pictures and articles 
inside will hopefully 
bring a smile, make 
us think and keep us 
connected with each 
other in love.  Sharon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This picture was shown on Global News on Easter Sunday (Sorry, I don’t know the photographer) 

 

 

Contact Info:  
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie  Office Manager: Carla Johnson 

gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca   secretary@stpaulsuc.ca 
Music Director: Alison White   Web Page Editor: David Middleton 

bamwhite@telus.net   dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca 
Telephone: 780-532-2415   Fax:  780-538-9172 

Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca    Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp 
Summer Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Tuesday to Friday 

Please send 
comments, ideas, 

articles for inclusion in 
next issue to 

Sharon Adams, 
sharad2224@yahoo.ca 

Some 

special  

days 

to  

show  

love  

in May 

mailto:gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:bamwhite@telus.net
mailto:dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/
mailto:sharad2224@yahoo.ca
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A few birthdays  - Corona Virus Style –   more pictures inside 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY JUNE 

1st Kathleen Young 

4th Kathryn Baverstock 

5th Flora Steinke 

6th Dorothy Dennill 

6th Brenda Stouffer 

8th Chelsea Ayre 

11th Alice Hickson 

14th Nathaniel Bowler 

14th Myles 1 

15th Cat Proudfoot 

21st Lois Brown 

22nd Dean Lorenz 

24th Mallory Pinnock 

 

3rd Betty McNaught 

4th Norm Dyck 

6th Alan McNaught 

7th Moe Armstrong 

7th  Joycelin Shiel 

8th Trish Larter 

10th Alison White 

11th Allison Brown 

11th Devyn Waldie 

12th Jerrica Bowler 

12th Kenzie George 

15th Sharon Adams 

15th Solveig Curtis 

15th Miriam Waldie 

20TH Kevin Waldie 

21st Sarah Waldie 

26th Ashley Waldie 

27th Stephen Baverstock 

30th Lori Stewart 

30th Ryder Fabian 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

18th Dale & Karen DePottie 

29th Lane and Jeannette Borstad 

31st Stephen & Kathryn Baverstock 

 

 

 
Mason White  - March 27th – turned 18 
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Words from Gord 
 

We Could Use a Mulligan... 
 

I am not a golfer. I do have a set of clubs (that were my grandfather’s and are older 
than I am) but I have not swung one since Miriam was a baby. But for three years in 
the 1990’s I worked at a golf course and since I could golf for free, I went periodically, 
usually with fellow staff who were much better than I. That is when I learned about 
mulligan’s – because they took pity on me at times and granted me one. If you don’t 

know, a mulligan is a second chance, a shot you can retake without having it count against you. With all that 
has happened in 2020 is there a chance we can get a mulligan for the year? 
 

Or maybe we need a Bobby Ewing moment. Years ago, in the prime-time soap opera 
Dallas the show killed off Bobby Ewing. But it turns out Bobby was a very popular 
character and they needed a way to bring him back from the dead. So, in the closing 
moments of the last episode of the season Bobby’s wife found someone in the 
shower and when her turned around there was Bobby. The plot device used to 
explain it was that the whole thing had been a terrible dream. It allowed the whole 
story line to be wiped out. I suspect that there are some who would not mind finding our that 2020, with oil 
prices crashing, and a pandemic, and the recent shootings in Nova Scotia has just been a terrible dream. 
 

A third image. IN the second act of the musical Jesus Christ Superstar Mary Magdalene and Peter sing the song 
“Could We Start Again Please?”. It falls just after Jesus has been taken to see Herod, and before his final trial in 
front of Pilate. The text includes the lines: 
(I found the words here https://tinyurl.com/ycmqze5s  ) 

I'd been very hopeful so far 
Now for the first time I think we're going wrong 
Hurry up and tell me 
This is just a dream or 
Could we start again please? 
I think you've made your point now 
You've even gone a bit too far to get the message home 
Before it gets too frightening 
We ought to call a halt so 
Could we start again please? 
 

Mary and Peter think things have gone off the rails and maybe a restart would take them down a different 
path, one with less fear and destruction. This image seems to match the feelings I see expressed on Facebook 
some days. 

 

Sorry to be the bearer of bad news but none of those things are going to happen. Unfortunately, history is 
neither a merciful golf move nor a TV soap opera. This is not a dream. We do not get a do over. But we might 
be able to start again (please). But what exactly do we want that re-start to look like? 
 

Daily I see people asking when things will get back to normal. Daily I see people insisting that we have to hurry 
up and “re-open” the world so we can get back to normal. I am going to suggest if all we envision as our re-
start is a return to some semblance of what reality was back in January then we will have missed the boat. 
 

That is the mistake Peter and Mary make in the song, they seem to envision a restart that looks very much like 
the first go-round. But of course that is not what the resurrection is. The story of Easter does allow a chance to 
“start again” but it is not a simple reboot. Resurrection is more of a new start. I suggest that this is what we, as   

 

 

 
you-tube video of song here  

https://tinyurl.com/ycmqze5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QplsOIpR5w8
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Words from Gord (cont’d) 
 

people of faith, need to be hoping, looking, and working for after this period of disruption. Otherwise we may 
well have missed a great opportunity. 
 

I think we are learning a lot in these weeks. We have been challenged to think about what is really essential for 
good health in our lives. We have also been challenged to think about what really is not essential. The 
government programs to provide financial support should make us ponder what adequate support for healthy 
lives are – and then to ask why some people do not get that support in a non-pandemic time. 
 

I believe God is with us in all this. I believe God is always calling us to look for resurrection, not a reboot. I 
believe the life of resurrection means a life that is different, maybe not even recognizable at first glance (note 
that most people in the Easter stories do not recognize Jesus at first). I also believe it would be much easier, 
much more comfortable to look for a simple reboot, or to call for a mulligan, and go right back to the way it 
was before. But God does not usually call us to take the easier or more comfortable route. 
 

What do you hope life will be like when we climb out of the pandemic? What do you hope life will look like 
when we re-build an Alberta economy threatened (perhaps as never before in the oil age) after the most 
recent price crash? Where do you think God may be leading us into resurrection? Right now is a time of 
disruption and grief for what we think is being lost. But after grief comes the hope of new life and we are a 
Resurrection People. 
Gord 
 
                                                  = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 
A bed time story called  
The Great Realisation –  
about before and after  
the virus   
“and why hindsight’s 2020” 
 
 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
History Repeats Itself:     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
Bear Creek Cemetery – from 
Spanish Flu 1918/1919. The ground 
was sandy so they could bury loved 
ones. It is on Resources road just 
past Wedgewood Subdivision on 
the left side. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzxEaqvOrls
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Well they did it – they are moving to Edmonton 
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From Social Media 
 

The Coronavirus is 
Heading Your Way. 
Grab a Tree and Hold 
On. 
By Suzanne Bartlett 
Hackenmiller 
Patients and friends 

have asked what they can do to be prepared when 
the….coronavirus reaches our neck of the woods. 
Aside from recommending handwashing and 
avoiding crowds, my answer might be 
surprising………. I prescribe nature to my patients on 
a daily basis….To read the full article go here. 
Another related post… 
Icelandic Forestry Service is giving lessons on 
hugging trees…. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Programs at Naramata  such as  
“Beyond the Camera” being offered May 5-12, 2020 
Sacred Pause 
 
 

Honest to God with Philip Yancey from April 1, 2020 
from Washington National Cathedral 
Hope in the midst of the COVID19 pandemic – how 
to find God in the darkness and why grace always 
flows downhill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Social Media 
 

Some musical favorites sent by a few folks for your 
listening pleasure… 
 

Ain’t No Grave by the Wartburg Choir 
 

Hallelujah Chorus Easter 2020 from Golden and Inlet 
United Churches Social Distance Choir 
 

Jont – I Think It Could Be Possible 
 

The Canadian Tenors – Hallelujah “Live” 
 

Every Little Cell by Allison Davies 
 

For the Beauty of the Earth   (for Earth Day) 
 

You’ve Got a Friend in Me   
               by 4 yr old Clair Ryann and dad 
 

It’s About L-O-V-E    
 
 
If you like Games, Puzzles, Word Brainteasers, 
Riddles and Songs – you’ll like this website from the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences. 
Share it with your kids or grandkids and see who can 
get the most right? 
 

WELCOME TO STRATFEST@HOME FREE 

At difficult times such as we’re experiencing now, it 
can be helpful to re-examine the great works of 
literature. We have grouped twelve of our favourite 
Shakespeare films into themes that will spark 
thought and conversation at this time of pandemic 
isolation: Social Order and Leadership; Isolation; 
Minds Pushed to the Edge; and Relationships. 

King Lear (April 23 – May 14) 
Coriolanus  (April 30 – May 21) 
Macbeth (May 7 – 28th) 
The Tempest (May 14 – June 4) 
Timon of Athens (May 21 – June 11) 
Love’s Labour’s Lost (May 28 – June 18) 
Hamlet (June 4-25) 
King John (June 11 – July 2) 
The Adventures of Pericles (June 18 – July 9) 
Antony and Cleopatra  (June 25 – July 16) 
Romeo and Juliet  (July 2-23) 
The Taming of the Shrew  (July 9-30) 
 
 

 

 

Henri Nouwen in his book “The 

Wounded Healer” said: 

When the imitation of Christ 

does not mean to live a life 

like Christ,  

but to live your life as 

authentically as Christ lived 

his,  

then there are many ways 

and forms in which a person 

can be a Christian” 

https://integrativeinitiative.com/2020/02/29/the-coronavirus-is-heading-your-way-grab-a-tree-and-hold-on/?fbclid=IwAR3pkiS8jJMMl8AGhlCaKrMHuFvTzfiRxQ3i9HKPi4bpC9FSXmjFuj53M_0
https://www.treehugger.com/health/iceland-recommends-hugging-trees-instead-people.html?fbclid=IwAR1veLjFXMmtGjt9bF_NP-Yop-b6UrxlXdEGMyssVt0dTnSrJ7ZQXHR4Lgw
https://www.treehugger.com/health/iceland-recommends-hugging-trees-instead-people.html?fbclid=IwAR1veLjFXMmtGjt9bF_NP-Yop-b6UrxlXdEGMyssVt0dTnSrJ7ZQXHR4Lgw
https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/online-programs#/events
https://www.naramatacentresociety.org/sacred-pause
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1PJY240J5U&feature=youtu.be&t=69
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiV3gI1cGHM&fbclid=IwAR0GcLivs2Jhuril3QSSdL1NhJ0Vfk95_EPcUE2oUyvhaRLAblkMcVgSPNs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Fj2gqxdE7k&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1dfg6EZ2zpijbnDmeR8LHUNbUr5QJg86gqWIlgCiGWjL4otXyy7EHLFdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Fj2gqxdE7k&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1dfg6EZ2zpijbnDmeR8LHUNbUr5QJg86gqWIlgCiGWjL4otXyy7EHLFdw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DGS_2VybOpk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1eXTaQ-JpHSua5sNNa_-GRPLoNB_wj8w5W11JRtZZ7jO2uwKZ8C4ig9ZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bpxsJ-_vdPU
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=236195374203519&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=236195374203519&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVQFEgT7E6c&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR37e2yooEiYzQao5VGYRKuZHiYzItEh6cyDhWBAETIm2v7b4x3j_qBdxKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukD8zj6ngVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLEjAj7DGU8&feature=youtu.be
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/games/index.htm
https://www.stratfordfestival.ca/AtHome
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From Social Media 
 

Stuck at Home? These 12 famous museums offer 
virtual tours you can take on your couch 
British Museum of London 
Guggenheim Museum, New York 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC 
Musée d’Orsay, Paris 
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary 
Art, Seoul 
Pergamon Museum, Berlin 
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 
Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 
J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles 
Uffizi Gallery, Florence, Italy 
MASP, São Paulo, Brazil 
National Museum of Anthropology, Mexico City 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local group donates 3700 meals and counting since 
the start of 2020 
 
 

What life was 
like in Alberta 
during the 
Spanish flu, 
COVID-19’s 
nearest 
historical 
precedent. 
- An article 

from Edmonton Journal on March 23, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Social Media 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JOIN US FOR BROADVIEW’S FIRST-EVER 
NATIONAL ONLINE READING CLUB 

 

Mark your calendar for this Monday, May 4th  
at 7:00 pm (EDT), as we host Broadview’s first- 
ever National Online Reading Club. 
 
Broadview’s editor Jocelyn Bell will be joined by  
three writers from our May 2020 issue as they  
speak about how they discovered their stories  
and share anecdotes from their research and 
interviewing. 
The three writers will be Diane Peters who  
wrote Rescue Dog Racket; Sidrah Ahmad- 
Chan who wrote the feature Life as a Part-Time  
Hijabi; and Paul Salvatori who interviewed  
Noam Chomsky on private interests undermining 
democracy and threatening the planet. 
 
This dynamic and fun event will happen on Zoom. You 
can test the app here ahead of time. Check your  
email at noon (EDT) on Monday for the Meeting  
ID.  They look forward to "seeing" you then! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parents.com/syndication/museums-with-virtual-tours/?utm_campaign=parents_parentsmagazine&utm_content=internalsyndication_travelandleisure&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_term=FD51F848-6550-11EA-9FBA-CF782FEB5590&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR2Bn8uGrTlbjV3zg6JMLSV-SmLpuXO9l3tMvp_JhxgqkiYpp1EIlrShruA
https://www.parents.com/syndication/museums-with-virtual-tours/?utm_campaign=parents_parentsmagazine&utm_content=internalsyndication_travelandleisure&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_term=FD51F848-6550-11EA-9FBA-CF782FEB5590&utm_medium=social&fbclid=IwAR2Bn8uGrTlbjV3zg6JMLSV-SmLpuXO9l3tMvp_JhxgqkiYpp1EIlrShruA
https://www.mygrandeprairienow.com/70218/local-group-has-donated-3700-meals-and-counting-since-start-of-2020/
https://www.mygrandeprairienow.com/70218/local-group-has-donated-3700-meals-and-counting-since-start-of-2020/
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-1918-spanish-flu-history-covid19-coronavirus/
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/alberta-1918-spanish-flu-history-covid19-coronavirus/
https://zoom.us/test
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More Social Media 
 

 

MORE ABOUT THIS CHALLENGE 
• Every $1 donated IN JUNE is an automatic entry for your charity 
of choice to win (minimum $3 donation required) 

• Challenge begins June 1, 2020 at midnight Newfoundland Daylight Time (NDT) and ends on June 30, 2020 
at 11:59:59 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (PDT) 
• Grand prize draw is on CANADA DAY, July 1, 2020 - $20,000 will be donated to the winning charity 
• Only donations made on givingchallenge.ca or through the canadahelps.org website will be entered for 
the prize draw 
We are already registered with Canada Helps so you can donate from our St Paul’s website any time in June 
to enter our name in the draw to try and win $20,000 donation. 
 
NEWS from Grande Prairie Live Theatre (GPLT) 
Virtual Cinema 
Since the Reel Shorts Film Festival this week has been postponed to 
April 26 - May 3, 2021 – GPLT are opening with a Virtual Cinema 
instead. 
They have teamed up with Toronto distributor Blue Ice Docs to offer 
curated online streaming of great feature-length documentaries which 
are not available to watch on any other streaming platform in Canada. Half of the net proceeds from the on-
demand streaming fee of $9.99 supports the Reel Shorts Film Festival here in GP. 
Watch the trailers and find out more here or on the reelshorts.ca website. 
Feel free to share the link with family and friends because these films can be viewed anywhere in Canada. 
 
The Show Must Go On…..Line… 
When theaters closed, GPLT actors adapted a Shakespeare comedy to Zoom, so people can enjoy it from the 
safety of their homes.  Shakespeare’s comedy Much Ado About Nothing, was about to open at GPLT when 
COVID-19 restrictions hit. But then they found that the contrast of Shakespearean language, to the technology, 
was really interesting. So they decided to adapt the play to the technology.  Read more here. 
Or watch the 10 small scenes of Ben & Bea: A Distancing Office Romance on YouTube here. 
 
ZOOM at St Paul’s 

So we had our first Virtual Coffee Hour this 

morning “after church” at 11 am on ZOOM. There 
were 15 in attendance and they gave me permission 
to take a picture.   This is the sort of pictures I have 
been looking at on a fairly regular basis of late – for 
Board meetings with Beaverlodge, Wembley, Hythe 
Pastoral Charge and St Paul’s Council, UCW Unit 1 
Chats; the Regional Meeting Planning Committee and 
the Lay Leaders tri-Region gatherings on Wednesday 
evenings.  The Wednesday night tri-region meetings 
have been interesting as there are generally over 100 
at each meeting.  They are able to break us out into 

“rooms” as small as 2 or 3; or by region…Prairie to Pine; Living Skies; and Northern Spirit.  
The next Virtual Coffee Hour if you choose to join is Tuesday, May 5th at 2:00 pm. Call or email the office if you 

need the login details.   Sharon Adams 

 

 

 

https://www.givingchallenge.ca/
http://www.canadahelps.org/
https://reelshorts.ca/the-festival/schedule/
https://gplt.ca/show/ben-bea-a-distancing-romance-a-new-scene-daily-until-april-27-2020/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpaXKUQlKDFVjDm5I7HPqqQ
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A Few St Paul’s Family Birthdays in the past few months 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Even EMS (or fire?) 
did a drive by with 

sirens blaring 
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St Paul’s at Work and Play 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

 

Explorers & CGIT Bottle Drive supporting CODE.ngo 
As Explorers and CGIT are not currently meeting, Leaders will 
arrange to pick up your bottles if you are unable to continue to 
store them. 
Please contact Brenda Stouffer on her cell at  
780-832-9371   (text or call) to arrange pick up. 
Thank you so much for your support. 
 

Recipe for Empty Tomb Buns an Easter favorite at The White’s. 
Empty Tomb Rolls or Marshmallow Delights - easy cinnamon 

sugar rolls with a melting marshmallow inside. These are a great 
symbolic dessert recipe for Easter. 

INGREDIENTS 
• 1 (8 ounce or 12 ounce) package refrigerated crescent rolls 

(the bigger size makes it a little easier to wrap around the 
marshmallow) 

• ¼ cup sugar 
• 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon 
• 8 large marshmallows 
• ¼ cup butter, melted 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Separate rolls into eight triangles. Combine sugar and 

cinnamon. Dip each marshmallow into butter, roll in 
cinnamon-sugar and place on a triangle. Pinch dough around 
marshmallow, sealing all edges. Make sure to seal well or all 
the marshmallow will escape. 

2. Dip tops of dough into remaining butter and cinnamon-sugar. 
Place with sugar side up in greased muffin cups. It helps to use 
jumbo muffin tins so that the juice doesn't overflow. 

3. Bake at 375 degrees for 10 to 15 minutes or until rolls are 
golden brown. Allow to cool slightly then eat warm. 

Symbolism of Empty Tomb Rolls: 
• Large Marshmallows – body of 
Jesus 
• Crescent Roll – the wrapping of 
Jesus’ body or the tomb. 
• Melted Butter – oils of embalming 
• Cinnamon and Sugar Mix- spices 
used to anoint Christ’s body. 
• Oven – the tomb 
• Cavity in bun – the empty tomb or 
the empty cloths 

What have you been doing….as per Brenda Stouffer …. 
I’ve really enjoyed  the Facebook page of “artist Sally Towers-Sybblis” - she’s been offering free watercolour 
painting ideas and is full of positivity.  She also has a “tips and tricks for watercolour painting” page that’s 
been fun   https://www.facebook.com/artgalsal/ 

           

https://code.ngo/
https://www.facebook.com/artgalsal/
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Reflections on “Love”  (from the pews) 
 

Love in Action… Sharing God’s Love and Acceptance 
From my experience at St. Paul’s United Church over the past 40 years, hospitality has been a core value. We 
have always thought of ourselves as welcoming and have supported many outreach programs and service 
projects which help improve the quality of life of people locally, across Canada and around the world.  It is 
one of the ways that we work to demonstrate our commitment to share God’s love in the world.   
 

In March, St. Paul’s Council approved the formation of a task group to explore becoming an officially 
Affirming United Church congregation... affirming of LGBT2Q people. I’m looking for some St Paul’s folks who 
would like to join me on this Task Group.   
 

Some folks have quite reasonably, asked me: “Why?  ....Aren’t we hospitable?  ....Aren’t we already 
welcoming? Is an “Affirming” journey needed? 
 

St. Paul’s, like many congregations have met and studied, struggled and moved forward over the past 30 
years on the path to understanding and welcoming our LGBT2Q neighbours, acquaintances and friends.   
 

For the past 3 or 4 years, I have been excited to be part of the St Paul’s interactive display at our local Family 
Pride Festival.  It has been heartwarming to talk with families who are so excited and relieved to see our 
Church participating in the event.  I have also heard the distress St Paul’s caused one woman several years 
ago, when she and her partner made a request to get married at St Paul’s and were denied because they 
were a same-sex couple.  That decision would not happen today, but we have to own that history.   
 

I’m hoping that we will decide to move beyond being just “welcoming”. 
 

What is involved in becoming an Affirming Church?   To be “Affirming”, our ministry would embark on an 
educational, discernment and decision process that would help our ministry be “P.I.E.”:   
PUBLIC: Being out and proud.  Using symbols, signs and words which are echoed outside and inside the 
church building, in all facets of church life.  
INTENTIONAL:  An Affirming ministry ensures that the history of oppression and discrimination by the Church 
is both understood and acknowledged, and that continued growth, education and celebration are part of its 
ministry. 
EXPLICIT:  An Affirming ministry is very clear about who it welcomes, it names queer, trans and Two Spirit 
people and the gifts they bring.   
 

I’m so glad that just before the pandemic social distancing measures were enacted, we hosted a “PIE Day” 
event on March 14 (… you know pi=3.14… ?).  We invited the community to join us for free pie and 
conversation.  We posted it on our LED sign and website.  We were Public, Intentional and Explicit.  It was the 
first time we hosted this event, and we made some good connections.  The following Sunday, someone new 
joined us for our service, because she had seen our PIE Day sign!  
 

The affirming process is an opportunity for each of us to learn about other’s realities.  For example, I am 
learning to be comfortable using non-gender specific pronouns, because that is important to a young friend 
who prefers “they/them/their” pronouns to “she/her/hers” pronouns. A year ago, I was unaware that this 
was important.  Now I am working at respecting their request and becoming more comfortable when using 
non-gender specific pronouns.  I have much to learn, and I’m hoping to join others as we learn, discuss and 
grow as part of the Task Force and St Paul’s congregation. 
 

Below is a link to an article titled:  ”Is an “Affirming journey even needed?  Four Voices”   
Here is an excerpt: 
“…  We had so much to learn.  The Affirm process gave us the structure we needed to keep with it.  Today, 
are we more welcoming than a congregation that has not gone through the process?  Likely not, BUT we now   
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Reflections on “Love”  (from the pews ) 
 

keep ourselves accountable to what we say we 
believe.  The Affirm banner allows each and every 
member of the community to have the safety to speak 
up and say- “I think we need to work harder on this 
particular area of full inclusion. …” 
 
If you have questions or concerns, or if you feel called 
to serve on this Task Group, please contact me via the 
church office (780-532-2415). 
 
Karen Scott 
Chair, St Paul’s United Church Council.   
 
Is an Affirming Journey even needed? Four Voices  
Steps to Becoming an Affirming Ministry 
 

 

 
I defy anybody to have only one word  
to define LOVE, so I took the first thing that  
came to my mind. My first thought took me back  
to when my girls were in CGIT and they all sang  
this song by Malvina Reynolds: 
Love is something if you give it away, 
give it away, give it away . 
Love is something if you give it away, 
You end up having more. 
 
It's just like a magic penny 
Hold it tight and you won't have any 
Spend it, lend it and you'll have so many 
They'll roll all over the floor. 
 
Love is something if you give it away 
Give it away, give it away. 
Love is something if you give it away,   
You end up having more. 
 
There is plenty of love SHARED in St Paul's,  
so there must be plenty more to share,  
for love grows by sharing. 
 
Submitted by Patricia Larter   
(In case you can’t remember the tune hear it here) 
 
 
 

 
The Poster created by all our visitors 

at Pride Family Carnival 2019 

   
 

     

Painted with love and patience by Dorothy 
Yakimchuck, a former UCW Unit 6 member,  

for Judy Barber, who in turn pulls them 
out and displays them each Easter with thanks 

for and remembrance of a loving friend. 

https://affirmunited.ause.ca/is-an-affirming-journey-even-needed-four-voices/
https://affirmunited.ause.ca/is-an-affirming-journey-even-needed-four-voices/
http://affirmunited.ause.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/02/StepsToBecomingAffirming-twoPages-July2019.pdf.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7oi0JPDyfM
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Reflections on “Love”   (from the pews) 

The Jesus Path of Love 
 
To walk the path of love as Jesus taught…  
Is to touch the untouchable.  For Jesus this was people with leprosy, women with menstrual hemorrhaging, a 
child’s dead body.  Jesus broke down cultural and religious taboos so the unclean could feel his touch. 
The Jesus Path challenges us to reach out and touch the “unclean” in our society, to radically love the 
untouchable.  Who needs your touch? 
 

Is to feed the hungry.  The physically hungry, the hungry of spirit, the hungry for love.  For Jesus this was the 
5000, the breakfast fish fry for the disciples in their last days together, the provision of wine for the wedding 
banquet, the masses of people to came to hear him speak and tell stories.  Jesus fed all who came starving for 
food, for love, for understanding of The Way. 
The Jesus Path challenges us to feed the hungry…a casserole for the mourning, a donation to the food bank, 
stepping up for pulpit supply, who can you feed? 
 

Is to be open and inclusive.  For Jesus this was meeting the Samaritan woman at the well and going home to 
spend time with her people, it was the Jews and the Gentiles, it was the tax collectors and the Pharisees, it 
was washing of the feet.  No one was unworthy of his time, his touch, his service. 
The Jesus Path challenges us to accept and include all; to radically welcome the marginalized and 
disenfranchised, to search ourselves for any racism, discrimination, and thinking that limits our ability to 
welcome and include all.  Who can you welcome? 
 

Is to show compassion.  For Jesus this was healing the sick, sending out demons, listening, praying for his 
people, teaching The Way. For Jesus, this was crying along with those who mourned. Compassion was a part 
of everything he did and taught. 
The Jesus Path challenges us to flavour our every move with compassion, to pray with and for those who are 
hurting, to make a phone call, to listen, to come along side those in need and sometimes to cry with them. 
Who needs your compassion today? 
 

Through faith we walk on the path Jesus set for us;  
by reaching out to the untouchable, feeding the 
hungry, being open and inclusive, and showing 
compassion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For all of you who have been wondering 

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE 

Tentatively postponed to 

Thu., August 27th   to    Sat. Aug. 29th 

 

Still 
hoping!? 
 
Watch 
for more 
news 

St Paul’s SPECIAL NEWS page  

While we are not meeting – this is where Council and the Office are posting 

links to services, letters, news items etc.  So check it out. 

https://stpaulsuc.ca/index.php/special-news/
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Remembering with Love 
 

Daniel John Somerville It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Daniel 
John Somerville of Buffalo Lakes, AB. Dan passed away peacefully in the arms of his 
beloved daughter on Monday, March 23, 2020 at the age of 91 years. 
Dan was born in Sexsmith, AB on January 9, 1929 and lived his entire life on the family 
farm, homesteaded by his father in 1910. After completing Grade 8 at Chatham School, a 
one-room schoolhouse located on Somerville land, he attended Vermillion College. Dan 
proudly graduated with a Diploma in Practical Agriculture in 1947. After graduating, he 
farmed with his father, as well as in partnership with his neighbor and best friend, 
Howard Gummer. 
Out of respect for the safety of family and friends due to the pandemic, a service to honour Dan’s memory 
will be announced at a later date.  You can get the full story at Oliver’s Funeral Home website here. 
 

 
In Loving Memory of Doreen Larsen     
LARSEN, Doreen Bernice (nee Loberg) 
July 28, 1936 - February 6, 2020 
Doreen died peacefully at home surrounded by her family. Doreen grew up on the 
family farm just south of Vahalla, Alberta. She had many adventures with her 
brothers, creating stories and adventures for the three of them. Doreen was never 
short of ideas for things to do on the farm. Horse riding, skating on the pond, and 
creating pretend adventures kept the kids busy having fun. Some of her favorite times 
were at huge Loberg or Melsness family gatherings. There were dinners, birthday and 

anniversary parties, family music and singing, baseball games, horseshoes, and countless cousins to have lots 
of fun with.    The full story is on the Daily Herald Tribune of April 9th. 
Mom wanted a big party for her Celebration of Life. Due to current physical distancing requirements, a 
service will be held later. Information on the Celebration of Life for Doreen will be posted in the Herald 
Tribune and on Facebook at a future date. 
*In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to Parkinson Association of Alberta, based in 
Calgary. Toll free: 1-800-561-1911 
*Heartfelt thanks for attentive care and love of staff and management of Prairie Lake community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oliversfuneralhome.com/obituary-intro.php?id=3711
https://grandprairie.remembering.ca/obituary/doreen-larsen-1078983400
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Around Town 
 

2020 City Scrub Kicking Off 
The Annual City Scrub takes place this week starting today and wrapping up May 8, with the City of Grande 
Prairie encouraging residents to participate independently rather than in teams for 2020. 
The City Scrub is a community clean-up that occurs each spring. The goal of the initiative is to pick-up garbage 
and litter that has collected over the winter months.  
This year, in lieu of registering teams for specific locations, residents interested in participating in City Scrub 
are encouraged to clean up garbage within parks or within their own neighbourhoods using their own 
supplies (gloves, pickers and garbage bags). Residents whose bags do not fit in their curbside cart may 
request a bag tag. 
When participating, residents are reminded to abide by the provincial guidelines for physical distancing 
outlined at alberta.ca/covid19. 
For more information and to register for a bag tag, visit cityofgp.com/cityscrub or contact 
cityscrub@cityofgp.com or 780-538-0300 for specific questions. 
The City thanks all residents for helping do their part to keep the community clean. 
 

Starting Thursday, April 30, the City of Grande Prairie is 
hosting weekly virtual coffee meetings with local non-
profits to discuss challenges and opportunities related to the 
pandemic. 
Local social serving non-profits are invited to join to discuss 
innovative ideas for service delivery, challenges the agencies 
are facing, supports they may need and what the agencies 
are currently doing to build community resiliency during the 
pandemic.    The meetings take place every Thursday from 

10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. 
To join, contact csd@cityofgp.com and request access to the Zoom meeting. 
The City of Grande Prairie looks forward to the launch of this initiative to build a collective connection in an 
effort to support our community while physical distancing. 
 
 

Applications are now open for the 2021 Community Group Funding. 
The funding is available for community groups or agencies that provide programs and services that benefit 
residents and the community. 
Funding is based on approved budget resources and recommendations for funding allocation are based on 
community needs and the ability of community groups to respond to that need. 
For the Community Group Funding cycle for 2021, the City has categorized funding based on Council’s 
Strategic Objectives…….. (see full details here) 
Grants for 2021 are provided on a one-year budget cycle. 
Applications are available by searching ‘Community Group Funding’ at cityofgp.com/funding . The deadline 
to apply is May 22.    For more information, contact 780-538-0453 or grants@cityofgp.com. 
 
 

The City of Grande Prairie is showcasing three new ways for residents 
to engage with nature this season while sowing and reaping the 
rewards of growing their own food. Indoor gardens, backyard root 
vegetables and community orchards with fresh fruit will be sprouting 
up around the City this season. Get more details here. 
 

 

 

https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx
mailto:cityofgp.com/cityscrub
mailto:cityscrub@cityofgp.com
mailto:csd@cityofgp.com
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/applications-now-open-2021-community-group-funding
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/grants-funding-awards
mailto:grants@cityofgp.com
https://www.cityofgp.com/parks-recreation/park-space-urban-forestry/gp-grows
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Food for Thought (as chosen by the editor) 
 

If We Weren’t Afraid: What Is The Post-Pandemic Church Going To Be? 
 

Rev. Erin Wathen is a published author, a Certified Nonprofit Professional, and an ordained pastor in the 
Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ). She lives in Louisville with her husband and two children. 

 

We’ve all got a story we’ve told too many times, right? 
Mine is this: Once, there was a little church in a big desert. And it was dying. 
 

The people didn’t really know that it was dying, exactly: but they knew money was tight; that fewer and 
fewer people were coming to worship; and that most of their neighbors were driving right past them 
every Sunday to go to the megachurch down the street. They knew that there was no youth group, and 
nothing for children past the nursery. They knew that the mortgage they paid on the sanctuary was 
keeping them from being a generous mission church. 

They knew things had to change. 
But like most churches that find themselves in such a spiral, they were uncertain about WHAT to change. Was 

it the worship music? The location? The ministry model? Was it history that could not be undone, even if 
they wanted to? 

Yes, it was all of that, in part. But maybe the biggest obstacle to this church finding new life was that they did 
not know they were dying. And isn’t that always the way? 

The reason I tell this story religiously (literally) is because it has such a miraculous twist –because that church 
learned to live again. They tripled in size. They paid off the mortgage. They grew and found resources for 
outreach. They changed their ministry model and evolved from maintenance to mission. And it was 
something to behold. In this age of mainline decline, such transformation rarely occurs. Past a certain 
point of financial struggle, conflict, and general lethargy, there is often nothing a church can do to change 
its story. But this little church in the desert found its breath, its heart, its spirit again. And I was there to 
witness it. Because I was their pastor. 

And here is why else I tell it again– because I can pinpoint the precise moment when everything changed. 
And it wasn’t a big influx of cash, or an innovative new program, or a viral Youtube video that flipped the 
switch. It was a single question, posed at precisely the right moment. 

Knowing things needed to change, a group of leaders from the church started a visioning and discernment 
process with other congregations in our area that were facing some of the same challenges. And at the 
first gathering of that group, the facilitator asked us to discuss the following question: what would you do 
if you weren’t afraid? 

We looked at each other– and all the lights came on. 
This was new. We’d spent many a late night church meeting talking about how to reach out to the neighbors; 

how to generate more income; how to tweak our worship service and make it more engaging or 
modern… and on and on. We’d asked endless questions amongst ourselves about what we were doing, 
and how we were doing it, and whether we could change. But nobody had every asked us– what would 
you do if you weren’t afraid? 

For the next several years, that question drove everything. And everything changed. 
Yes, I can look back and trace some other critical moments, like when certain new members or families 

showed up. Or the day when a cell phone company asked if they could pay us real money to put a cell 
phone tower on the property–followed by the day we spent some of that real money on a new website. 
Then there was the day we paid off the mortgage. And the day we started youth group again. And this 
other time when we brought a second pastor on staff (thanks be to God and hallelujah). Then there was 
the day the church named itself as an “open and affirming” congregation and put a sign out front that 
said all were welcome. These were all defining episodes in a larger story of transformation that unfolded 
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Food for Thought (as chosen by the editor) 
 

       over several years. But if I had to pick a moment when the trajectory of that church’s life went from 
downward to straight up - it was in answer to that single question. What would you do if you weren’t 
afraid?  

While that church was two jobs and two cities ago for me, they continue that good work of being unafraid. 
And even after all this time, I still hold up that story as the gospel of What Is Possible when a faith 
community leans into its hope and not its fear; when a church can face an uncertain future with 
courageous vision; when a story is rooted, not in how things used to or ought to be– but in what might 
come to life if we are brave, and open to the Spirit in our present time and place. 

I tell this story again today because it offers a powerful testimony for the wider Church in this particular time. 
A global pandemic brings fear and anxiety, so many layers of uncertainty that we scarcely know which to 
address first. Our health and safety are on the line. Our economy is tenuous. Our education system feels 
unsustainable. The infrastructure of our governing bodies are proving more unstable every day. Our 
family and friend connections are being tested by physical distancing (or way too much togetherness in 
quarantine!). Not to mention our future plans, travel, career trajectories– all in question now. It is a scary 
time. 

But. What would we do if we weren’t afraid? It’s time for the Church to ask itself this critical question, as we 
think about what we are going to do and be in the aftermath of all this. Because the short answer is, we 
have no idea what we are going to do and be after all of this. That particular unknown is the scariest of all. 
We don’t know. We can’t answer it. There are too many unknowable quantities. What resources will we 
have? What gatherings will be possible? How much will we have lost? 

Who will we have lost? 
It is utterly overwhelming. And so our default– as human people, and as human institutions– is to keep doing 

what we’ve done. And sometimes that is okay. Sometimes that’s our offering, and it’s also the familiarity 
that people need. A lifeboat in a choppy sea. 

But pan out a ways- 3 months, 6 months, 2 years from now… and we may see that our old story is already 
over. Church as we’ve known it may not be possible, ever again. That sounds sad. That sounds scary. 

But what would we do with that, if we weren’t afraid? 
If we weren’t afraid… we might see that there is infinite resurrection potential in the liminal space of this 

crisis. We might hear an invitation to free ourselves from the expectations of the past. We might give 
ourselves the grace to try and fail a few times as we find what new thing we’re being called to. 

I’ve heard this story before. And I’ve told it more than a few times. Because I’ve seen what miracles happen 
when this Body of Christ lets that one single, scary question drive us into the unknown. 

If our old safety boats are already sinking…why not jump and see what comes to life in the open space 
around us? What is left to lose? Once we realize we were already dying… we might just find the courage 
to live again. 

 

What would you do if you weren’t afraid? 
 

 
 
Pastor Gord has asked us to consider the 
“Future” for our next Council meeting and this 
article also got me wondering.        Perhaps we 
can ruminate on this statement at some future 

Virtual Coffee Hour?    Sharon 

 
 
 

    
Judy getting ready for Easter 
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St Paul’s at Work and Play 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kendra Waldie has been composing and 
singing you can hear her sing this here. 
 
Bubbly” by Colbie Caillat 
Lyrics written by Kendra Waldie 
 
I’ve been home for a while now 
My brain is driving me crazy now 
Cause every time I watch the daily news 
O gets me really down and confused 
 
Chorus: 
And I want you to know  
That you’re not alone 
Whatever happens please always know 
Thant you’ve got a team 
We can let ourselves dream 
Just let it in  
And let it go. 
 
Take the space to breathe in and out 
It’s okay you don’t got it figured out 
I give permission to be not okay 
Let yourself focus on today 
 
I get distracted feelin’ overwhelmed 
Google drive, Zoom, Skype will it ever end 
But I can laugh and cry and contemplate 
We feel all sorts of things, just please don’t 
hate 
 
Chorus 
 
I see your smile but I miss your hugs 
At least I know that I am loved 
This is our new normal now 
But that’s okay, we’ll adapt somehow 
 
Chorus X 2 

   Danny Middleton (Pronouns are 
   they, them, their) has been  
   sewing masks. They have a few 
   finished products, in a variety of 
   sizes, that they are willing to  
   give away. Danny would also be 
   willing to take orders from  
   anyone. They have been  
   following one particular pattern 
that suggests there should be 2 layers of cotton. The 
masks are soft and comfortable. However, Danny is a 
talented sewer and could follow any pattern and use 
any fabric anyone wants. Obviously, no one has access 
to a fabric store right now. We have a fair bit of fabric 
on hand and if anyone else has fabric they would like 
them to use to make a mask. That would be no 
problem. Also if anyone knows of a place, such as a 
seniors home, that would like masks, they could pass 
their contact info along, or just let us know. Danny's 
number is 780-512-3834. 

                                 

 

Jeannette Borstad has been sewing masks for families that 
request them and mailing them to them. 
If anyone wants a mask, there is no charge – Jeannette is 
using up fabric scraps. She can mail them if your address is 
in the directory, or if it has changed, or you are not in the 
directory, you can phone your mailing address to her, or 
email it. If they are for family members, it helps to know kids 
ages (approximate). I’m happy to sew masks. It may take 
some time to do if there’s a bunch to do. 
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And now a message from for our sponsors…. 
 

–  a message from your Stewardship and Finance Team. 
 

Why do we appeal for money now? The opportunity to place your offering on the collection plate is not 
happening but our commitments to staff and building maintenance remain the same. Our staff is busier than 
ever with all the usual tasks and the added functions of offering pastoral care and worship by audio and visual 
online communications as well as by mail and by telephone. The week before Easter Carla collected Easter 
pictures (by email) from our Sunday School children, copied them and mailed them to every household along 
with a prayer and reflection prepared by Gord. That is one small example of the work being done. Our 
volunteers continue to support the pastoral care and communications that are happening. I hope that you 
have been able to access the Sunday service from the web site and the reflection offered in real time on 
Facebook usually Monday afternoons. Call the church office any time for information or to hear a friendly 
knowledgeable voice. 
 

“I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together”  

– never have those words been more poignant and truer than in this time of physical distancing . 
 

“The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place…”  

BUT we want our building to be kept secure and clean while we are not sitting in the pews or meeting at CGIT 
or UCW, or Sunday School and on and on…. 
 

How do we give the money we need now. You can join the many members who give by Pre Authorized 
Remittance (PAR) – call the church office for the details. You can put a cheque in the mail to 10206 – 100 Ave. 
T8V  0V6   . You can put cash in your offering envelope and drop it through the mail slot (Give Gord and Carla 
a wave as you pass the window). All this information is on the church web site’s Donate page.  Click on the 
donate tab. There is also a “donate” button that will take you to the “Canada Helps” option which lets you 
donate by credit card.  
 

What money can we give now? I am so glad you asked!                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five Minutes for (Financial) Stewardship –  
We ended March with a surplus of $1,255. Thank you to all 
who got their donations “to the Church on time”.  April will 
be a tight squeeze to meet our financial obligations but we 
will do it – close to zero in the chequing account. That 
brings us to May!  
Council has approved a request to apply for a Canadian 
Emergency Wage Subsidy grant. This grant offers up to 
75% of salary if the revenue for the month is 30% less than 
the same month in 2019. As we will not have the Garage 
Sale revenue we expect to qualify in May if not April. 
Immediately we will receive a 10% wage subsidy available 
without qualifications. 
To quote Henri Nouwen “When we give ourselves to 
planting and nourishing love here on earth our efforts will 
reach out beyond our own chronological existence. Indeed 
if we raise funds for the creation of a community of love, 
we are helping build the reign of God.”  

https://stpaulsuc.ca/index.php/donate/
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St Paul’s at Work and Play 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kathryn Baverstock  
is busy with her yarn 

 
 

 

 

MINI CALENDAR (until we get back to meeting): 
Sun., May 10th – Mother’s Day 
Sat., May 16th – International Day of Living Together in Peace 
Sun., May 17th – Int’l  Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
Mon., May 18th – Victoria Day 
Wed., May 20th  - World Bee Day 
Sun., May 31st – Pentecost Sunday 
Sun., June 7th – Trinity Sunday 
Sun., June 21st – Father’s Day 
Sun., June 21st – Int’l Indigenous Peoples Day 
JUNE –Pride Month in Alberta 
Wed., July 1st – Canada Day 

 
1 Corinthians 16:14 


