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June 9, 2020

Friends in Christ,

Wow! It has (as of next Tuesday) been 3 months since Council had a special meeting and officially 
decided to act on the recommendations of the Provincial Public Health officers and suspend all in-
person congregational gatherings and events. Now as we head into mid-June we are needing to 
start the pivot to the next phase of our life together.

At our May meeting Council created a Task Group to talk about how we begin to resume in-person 
gatherings. That Task Group is made up of Betty McNaught, Betty Grunau, Sharon Adams and 
myself. We have been working out what needs to be in place for people to gather in as risk-free a 
way as possible.  We continue to work at being careful and prudent but not fearful and panic-y. Next
week we will meet with the Worship Team to discuss what Worship will look like when we gather 
together. At this point we are thinking those gatherings will happen starting in late-August. The Task
Group will report to the June 22nd meeting of Council who can then make decisions about timing. As 
we have details to share, we will share them. You do need to be aware that worship will look and 
feel somewhat different for a few months even after we are gathering together.

One of the other discussions that is happening is that we want to continue our enhanced online 
presence as we move forward. With that in mind we are getting a quote for the equipment we 
would need to live stream our worship services.  It is hoped that we will have that quote by the June
22nd meeting so that the work needed to set up the equipment can happen over the summer.

The time of moving into the next phase of our Covid-19 response is on the horizon!

But of course the pandemic has not been the only noteworthy thing this year. Last week I saw a 
Facebook post pointing out that the script writers for 2020 have gone way overboard. One major 
crisis in a season would have been plenty! But we had a pandemic (reminding folk of 1918-20) and 
an economic hit that reminded people of 1929 and then racial unrest and protests reminiscent of 
1967-68.  Not to mention the murder hornets that we all seem to have forgotten about!

Where is God in all of this? That is the question of faith. Where have you seen God in all that has 
happened over the last few months?

Maybe we see God when people choose to wear masks in public. Maybe we see God when more 
and more people, not just People of Colour, stand up, say Black Lives Matter, and insist that changes
have to happen. Maybe we see God when in stories like the Rotary Club making a major donation of 
Home Lottery ticket proceeds to the Food Bank. Maybe we see God in people who take the time to 
make phone calls so that others are not feeling isolated and alone. Where or how have you seen 
God in Covid response, or Black Lives Matter, or just in life generally this year?
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As always, God calls us to be people who live by the values of the Kingdom, to love each other, to 
build a world based on love of all God’s children – all of whom are shaped in God’s image.. In the 
end that is what matters. We just have to figure out how best to do that. As Bob the Tomato and 
Larry the Cucumber (of VeggieTales) tell us “God is bigger than the boogeyman...bigger than 
Godzilla and the monsters on TV...and watching out for you and me.

In other news...
• Earlier this Spring Council agreed to form a Task Group to lead the congregation in the 

Affirming Ministry process. This is a chance for us to ask what it means to be radically 
welcoming, specifically to LGBTQ+ individuals. If you have questions about how this work is 
happening please talk to Karen Scott.

• We have had a couple of Communion services over YouTube. We will have one more before 
the Summer, most likely on June 28th. Look for more information in the weekly e-mails.

• As of tomorrow, June 10th, I will be taking on a one year term as the chair of the Northern 
Spirit Regional Council Executive. Most of our meeting are held through Zoom so I can 
connect with people from all over the region from the comfort of my office chair.

And finally, a great big THANK YOU to all of you. The church only works because of the support we 
give each other. Thank you for donations made on-line, through the mail, or through cheques 
slipped through the mail slot. Thank you for those who have delivered bulletins and newsletters to 
people. Thank you for those who have prayed for the congregation. Thank you to those who show 
up at Zoom coffee gatherings. Thank you for all the ways you keep the church open and alive even 
when we can’t gather face to face. The church is not a building, the church is a people!

Friends in Christ, may God be with you in this wild and crazy year. May you know and share God’s 
love today, tomorrow, and for the years to come.

Peace be with you,
Gord
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