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June 24, 2020

Friends in Christ,
As we move into the depths of the summer, with warm sunny days, gentle (and not so 
gentle) rains, and the promise of time for rest and re-creation, I hope that you will find 
time for that rest. I think we could all use a break this year.

Again I want to take time to thank every one for the ways they have continued to be the 
church during this time of disruption. Thank you for continued financial support through 
PAR or e-transfer or old fashioned putting a cheque in the mail. Thank you for connecting 
with friends and neighbours so that we can all feel a little less isolated while we remain 
physically distanced. Thank you for prayers. Just generally thank you for all the ways you 
live out your faith.

In my letter at the beginning of this month I told you we were working out our post-
lockdown path. There is more news to share on that point. At our Council meeting this 
past Monday we made a few decisions about moving forward:

• First off, the question on many people’s minds:”when do we get back together in 
person?”. There are two answers to that.  Mid-week groups and Ministry Teams can 
meet in person at the church if they desire, subject to space availability of course. 
They will need to space themselves around the room where they meet and will be 
asked to wipe down the chairs after their meeting. Talk to Carla if you need to book 
a meeting.

• For Sunday Worship our plan is to resume in-person worship in September 
(probably Labour Day Weekend, September 6th but that has to be finalized). It will 
not be the same as we are used to (no coffee time after church, limits on where folk 
can sit, no shaking hands or giving each other hugs, no hymn singing) but we will 
be together. Of course if there is a spike in COVID cases over the summer this time-
line may be altered.

• The Garage Sale may still be happening. The Garage Sale committee is meeting later
this month but work has been done to plan for how to have the Garage Sale with 
the lowest risk possible. If it happens the hope is to drop items off on Monday 
August 24th, then let them sit for a couple of days before sorting happens on the 
Thursday with selling happening Thursday night, Friday and Saturday as per 
usual.  Watch for more information!

And now the biggest decision (in my mind anyway) that Council made on Monday. Earlier 
this month I mentioned that we were looking into getting the equipment needed so that 
our Worship services (or anything else happening in the Sanctuary I suppose) can be live-
streamed. From a personal perspective, had you asked me about this back in February I 
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would have said it was a “nice to have” thing. But now I think it is a must-have. Some 
people will not feel comfortable gathering in public for some time to come and this will 
allow them to join us for worship. Some people who are at a distance may want to re-
connect with us here at St. Paul’s – they too can join us in worship. Some people may find 
that worship at 10:00 Sunday morning does not fit their schedule, my hope is that in 
addition to being watched live the services will also be available on-line for people to join in
when their schedule allows. And really this is St. Paul’s doing something they have done 
before, just in a different way. In 1941 (almost 80 years ago) St. Paul’s United started 
broadcasting its services over CFGP radio., a ministry that continued in some form until 
1971. Now we return to broadcasting, just over a new medium! I am actually quite excited 
about this new possibility, more excited than I had thought I would be.

I can already hear some of you asking “how much will this cost?”. So I will tell you. We 
have budgeted $21 000 for the technology. To be honest this is much lower than I had 
expected it to be. I was expecting a quote at least three times this amount. How will we pay
for it? We plan to pay for it using money set aside for Accessibility (because this is a way to
make our services more Accessible), money in the Memorial Fund, money left over (if any) 
from the old Sound & Light project, and money from the Capital Fund. If anybody feels 
called to make a designated gift for the AV project we will certainly welcome that as well. 
But we do ask that gifts to the general fund are kept up as well. All the AV equipment in 
the world is useless without the rest of our expenses being met.

As we head into the summer, I find myself pondering the world around us. How will we, as
individuals and as a society, be changed by the events of 2020? One person this week said
to me that the world will never be the same again. After we learn how best to deal with a 
pandemic what new practices will we have? Will this be the year we start to fully engage 
with issues of racism in our society? How might that change us? What will happen with 
the economy after COVID and an oil price shock?

And above all, what will it mean to continue to be the church, to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to 
proclaim Jesus and the Kingdom, in a world that is changing? The work of being the 
church will continue. I look forward to us all finding out together where God is calling us 
next.

Have a Blessed, Restful Summer.
May God Bless and Keep you Always,

Gord
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