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At Home  
Lectionary Reflection for July 26th, 2020 

 

Call to Worship (based on Romans 8:31–36)  
Encourage the congregation to shout “No!” in response to each question. 
Leader:  Can anything separate us from the love of Christ? (No!)  
  Can trouble? (No!)  
  Can suffering? (No!)  
  What about hard times? (No!)  
  How about hunger? (No!)  
  What if we don’t have the right clothes to wear? (No!)  
  Danger? (No!)  
  Not even death? (No!)  
  Angels or spirits? (No!)  
  How about whatever happened yesterday? (No!)  
  How about things that could happen tomorrow? (No!)  
  Nothing? (No!)   Indeed: nothing in all of creation can separate us from  
  God’s love for us in Christ Jesus!  
All:   Thanks be to God!  
 

Opening Prayer  
 Holy One,  
 Plant little mustard seeds of faith in us today,  
 and help them grow so that we too can do amazing things.  
 Amen. 
 

Tell Me the Stories of Jesus 
 
Children’s Theme Conversation – Why did Jesus tell stories? 
(Gather the children around you and put on your adventurer’s hat. If you have a plume-
type feather, stick it into your hat. Show them the rolled-up map, shovel and flashlight 
you’ve brought. Ask the children if they can guess what you are ready to do. Hopefully 
they will guess that you look like you’re hunting for treasure.) The map is unclear, but it 
says that “X marks the spot.” So I need your help to find the “X.” If we find the “X,” we will 
find the treasure. (Travel around the sanctuary together until someone finds the “X,” and 
the treasure chest.) (Go back to the front, gather the children around you and open the 
chest.) What is it full of? (pennies). Can they guess how many pennies? What had they 
expected to find? That’s one of the exciting things about treasure, you never know what 
you will find. Part of the Bible story today from the book of Matthew is about a man who 
finds a treasure hidden in a field. We don’t know how the man found the treasure. We 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf5uc0aA8Yg
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don’t know if he was looking for a treasure or whether he just happened to find it. We do 
know that he found it in a field he didn’t own, so he didn’t just take the treasure. Instead 
he covered it up again, and then he went and sold everything he owned so that he could 
buy that field and have the treasure. 
This story is a parable that Jesus told. Jesus used parables or simple stories to help his 
followers understand what God’s love is like. In this parable Jesus is saying that God’s love 
is more valuable than anything else. It is like the best treasure you could find and you 
would want to give up everything you own to have it. What about our treasure chest? Do 
you think we would give up everything we have in order to own it? No, not likely. We 
know pennies are not really worth much. Even a whole box full of pennies isn’t worth 
much. But I want you each to take a penny and keep it as a reminder of the treasure we 
do have – the treasure of God’s love. I’m going to ask the children to pass the pennies out 
to the members of the congregation. Each of you take a penny, look after it and keep it in 
your pocket or take it home and put it somewhere where you will see it or touch it. It is 
just a tiny coin – not worth very much – but let it be a reminder of the true treasure we 
have available to all of us... the love of God... that no amount of money could ever buy.  
 
Prayer of Confession  
 Generous God,  
 we confess that we have kept our hearts and minds closed all too often.  
 Forgive us, we pray,  
 for the fear that keeps us from trust;  
 for the greed that keeps us from generosity;  
 for the pride that keeps us from admitting our mistakes.  
 
Words of Assurance  
 Friends, God is faithful and always ready to forgive.  
 May this good news open our hearts and minds!  
 Amen. 
 
Lectionary Scripture passages for today:    Scriptures on Bible Gateway 
 
Genesis 29:15–28                     A double wedding  
Psalm 105:1–11, 45b               A hymn of joyous thanksgiving  
or Psalm 128                             A psalm of blessing  
Romans 8:26–39                    All things work for good  
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52 A puzzle of parables 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+13%3A31-33%2C+44-52%2C+Genesis+29%3A15-28%2C+Psalm+105%3A1-11%2C+45%2C+Psalm+128%2C+Romans+8%3A26-39&version=NRSV
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Scripture Sharing – Matthew 13:31–33   (Recruit two people to act out the following 
scenario. If possible, have them memorize the lines.)  
Voice One: (Reading newspaper. Puts it down and sighs loudly.) It’s too much!   
  There’s nothing I can do about anything.  
Voice Two: What do you mean?  
Voice One: Well, it seems like I have to be a billionaire or a movie star or the leader of a 
  country if I want to make any change happen. And a lot of change needs to  
  happen!  
Voice Two: That’s true. But maybe you can make change and still be yourself!  
Voice One: I don’t think that is possible.  
Voice Two: Well, Jesus seemed to think so.  
Voice One: What do you mean?  
Voice Two:  When Jesus tried to explain what God’s realm was like, he said it was like a  
  small seed that grew into a large tree or the yeast that a woman added to  
  the dough when making her bread.  
Voice One: What is that supposed to mean?  
Voice Two: I think Jesus was trying to tell us that the small things we do have a bigger  
  effect than we think they do. He was encouraging us to do the things that we 
  can and believe that they will ripple out and help create change.  
Voice One: Well, that’s a different perspective! (thinks for a moment) Say, do you want 
  to go plant some seeds with me?  
Voice Two: That’s the spirit! Maybe we’ll have some time to bake bread while we’re at  
  it! (the two characters leave together) 
 
Biblical Background 

 
Genesis 29:15–28 Jacob has left Bethel and arrives safely at his mother’s home city of 
Haran where he begins to work for his Uncle Laban. Jacob falls in love with his cousin 
Rachel and agrees to work for Laban for 7 years in order to have Rachel as his wife. But 
here Jacob meets his match – the trickster has a trick played on him. Now Jacob knows 
what it feels like to be deceived by someone you trusted. Because she was younger, 
Rachel was not entitled to marry before her sister Leah, and Laban knew he would have 
difficulty finding a spouse for Leah because of her eyes. A week after his marriage to Leah, 
Jacob marries Rachel agreeing to remain another seven years as payment for her. We 
have to remind ourselves not to look at this story with our 20th century, Western eyes, 

OUTLINE OF THE THEME Seldom do revelations about God come to us all at once in one 
dramatic experience. Most often it is in the midst of everyday living that we catch 
glimpses of truth and snatches of the reality of God’s realm in our midst.  
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thinking of marriage as a union between a man and a woman based on romantic love. 
Rather it is a business deal arranged between two men. It was not uncommon for a man 
to work for a time to earn his bride nor was polygamy illegal or unusual. In spite of 
marriage being a business arrangement, we do, in this case, have an instance of “love at 
first sight,” although an earlier part of the chapter tells us that Jacob also noticed the size 
of the flock Rachel was shepherding. Over these 14 years Jacob prospers, and through 
Rachel and Leah come the twelve tribes of Israel and a daughter Dinah. Isaac’s blessing 
and God’s promise seem daily to be moving to fruition. Again we see God at work on the 
side of the one whom society would reject – this time it is Leah.  
 
Psalm 105:1–11, 45b In the days before the monarchy, Israel was a loosely organized 
association of tribes. Annually the tribes came together to renew their common 
allegiance to the living God and the covenant made at Sinai. This psalm outlines the 
salvation history of the Israelites, including the covenant promise made to Jacob. It is a 
musical recounting of God’s saving acts that evokes praise and thanksgiving.  
 
Psalm 128 Verse 1 states that the blessing is given to those who revere God and live in 
obedience to God’s way. This blessing is like the blessings that Jacob received from Isaac 
and from God in the dream. In the midst of Jacob’s daily labor these blessings are coming 
true.  
 
Romans 8:26–39 Here the Spirit is described as an intermediary linking God and humanity 
– a little like the stairway in Jacob’s dream. Paul declares that “in all things, God works for 
good with those who love and follow God’s way” and “if God is for us, who can be against 
us?” This too seems to reflect Jacob’s experience. Laban tricked him, but in the long run, 
things are working out well as his children and herds increase. And shortly we will hear 
Jacob’s son, Joseph, say the same thing about his experience in Egypt. Jesus’ life and 
death are the perfect example of the worst that humans can do, being transformed by 
God. Nothing can separate us from God’s love – not trouble, hardship, persecution, 
hunger, poverty, danger, or even death. In all of life – the special and the mundane – God 
is with us. This is what gives us all hope as we face the daily ups and downs of life.  
 
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52 This reading presents a number of brief parables. The first two 
illustrations use the homey images of mustard seeds and yeast. Both describe how, from 
small almost invisible beginnings, great things will come, and so were intended to give the 
early church hope. It is also important to note, however, that a seed, in order to grow, 
must disappear into the earth just as yeast must disappear into the flour if it is to work. 
This apparent “loss” is essential to the growth of God’s realm. In the second group of 
parables we see both reward and judgment. God’s realm is described as a treasure hidden 
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in a field, something that brings about lifechanging joy, when it is discovered in the 
careful cultivating of a field as part of our daily labor. It is like a pearl of great price, a 
thing of great beauty, which is daily sought after. The disciples who had been fishers 
would have particularly enjoyed the third example. They would have had daily experience 
netting and sorting fish. To think that God’s realm could be anything at all like the work 
they had done! Finally, Jesus tells the disciples how to respond to all this Good News 
about God’s realm. Treasure both the new and the old covenants with God; don’t lose 
what was important from the past, but be open to new revelations of God’s love and 
justice.  

 
  Prayers of the People 

One:  In the unbreakable bond of God’s love, we pray. For our world, torn by strife, 

All:  May your love soften hard hearts.  

One:  For planet earth, damaged by exploitation and contamination,  

All:  May your love soften hard hearts.  

One:  For our government, shaped by conflict,  

All:  May your love soften hard hearts.  

One:  For those who blame and bully others,  

All:  May your love soften hard hearts.  

One:  For the harsh words and actions we have expressed to others,  

All:  May your love soften hard hearts.  

One:  Soften all hearts this day, O God, with your love.            Amen.  

 

One Day at a Time 

 

Prayer of Dedication  

 What we are and what we have, O God, we dedicate in service of your love. Amen. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

The parables are like puzzle pieces that give us glimpses of how to live in God’s way. 
We spend our lives adding pieces to the on-going puzzle and each piece we find is like a 
pearl of great value and a treasure found in a field we’ve been striving to cultivate. The 
puzzle is never complete but as Paul notes in Romans, “in all things God works for good 
with those who love and follow God’s way.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5wkVwdhbbk
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(these next two pages are from the lesson for the kids for July 26th) 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like . . . 

Jesus told them still another __________________________ Matthew 13:33 
                                                                        (7 across) 

A man happens to find a ____________________ hidden in a _____________________.  
                                                         (1 across)                                                              (4 down) 

He covers it up again, and is so happy that he goes and ____________________  
                                                                                                                              (2 down) 

everything he has, and then goes back and buys that field. Matthew 13:44  

A man is looking for fine ____________________, and when he finds ________________  
                                                              (15 across)                                                                      (11 across) 

that is unusually ______________________ , he sells ____________________ he has to 
                                                  (4 across)                                                            (3 down)    

 buy that pearl. Matthew 13:45–46  

Some __________________ throw their _________________ out in the lake and 
                           (9 across)                                                   (5 down) 

 _____________ all kinds of fish. When the net is __________________ they pull it to 
          (6 down)                                                                                                (9 down) 

 shore and _____________ down to divide the fish: the ______________________  
                             (16 down)                                                                                     (13 across) 

ones go into their buckets, the worthless ones are thrown away. Matthew 13:47–48 . 

... every Teacher of the Law who becomes a disciple in the Kingdom of ______________  
                                                                                                                                                            (17 across) 

is like the __________________ of a house who takes ________________  
                                    (14 down)                                                                      (10 down) 

and _______________ things out of his _______________ room. Matthew 13:52 
                 (12 across)                                                       (6 down) 

 

This is puzzle is based on the Good News Bible translation which can be found here 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A33%2C+44-48%2C+52&version=GNT 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A33%2C+44-48%2C+52&version=GNT
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