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August 18, 2020

Friends in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in the name of the One who we serve.

I hope that the summer (and as I write this we are actually having summer weather) has been a time
when you found a place or time to be refreshed in body, mind, soul – or preferably all three. As we 
move toward the end of August it is time to ask what the next phase of COVID-tide will bring.

Some of it we know already as schools ramp up for a new year and parents make choices about in-
school or at-home education. Of course that has also brought questions and wonderings and 
debates. So as people of faith we hold teachers, administrators, school staff, parents and students in
our prayers. 

What about the church? What is our next phase of this season?

I begin with a reminder of the Garage Sale happening next week. We have made arrangements for 
as much risk-mitigation as possible and hope it is a successful event. Quite apart from the money 
raised our annual Garage Sale is a chance to encourage reuse and recycle rather than toss out. After 
all, at a Garage Sale one person’s trash is another person’s treasure! Please pass the word that the 
sale is happening. More information can be found at https://stpaulsuc.ca/index.php/news-events/.

And now the big reason I am writing this week. We are resuming in-person worship services as of 
September 6th. That Sunday we will be celebrating Communion, both because it is the first Sunday of
the month (which is our normal Communion pattern) and to mark this beginning of a new phase of 
COVID-tide. However there will be some changes, so I wanted to let you know what to expect. I am 
also attaching a one-pager of information from the Re-Opening Task Group.

First off, only the front doors will be open for both entry and exit. We ask that even if you are one 
of the many people who have a key that you come around to the front and not use the back doors. 
This is to allow for all attendees to be met by our screener/greeter. Everyone will be asked the same
screening questions that are being asked many other places. The province has asked that we keep a 
record of who attends worship in case this information is needed for contact tracing later on.  Each 
week’s list will be set aside and kept for a month and then destroyed 

When you come into the building you are asked to use the hand sanitizer that will be available and 
put on a mask if you are not already wearing one. We encourage people to bring their own mask but
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will have some disposable masks available as well. From a living respectfully in creation perspective I
strongly encourage folk to use cloth masks that can be washed and reused as a way of lowering our 
impact on the environment. Masks are required to be worn whenever you are walking around the 
building and strongly encouraged even while you are sitting down.

In what some people may see as a flashback to years gone by, we will have ushers waiting to guide 
you to a pew. The pews will be marked with signs to let you know where to sit and where not to sit 
so we can maintain social distancing.  We are asking that folk fill the front pews first and work to the
back and then at the end of the service we will ask folk to leave in reverse order. People are going to
be sitting in family groups or cohorts (or bubble as some people call them). If someone from outside 
your family is a part of your self-defined cohort feel free to sit with them.

Between screening at the door, maintaining distance between people being seated, and waiting for 
an usher, arriving at church will take longer than we are used to. Therefore we encourage people 
not to arrive at 9:55. Earlier arrival will help us get the service started at 10:00.

The Christian Development Team has yet to determine when/if Sunday School and Youth Group will 
be starting so at this point children/youth need to sit with their family for the whole service. If you 
are attending with a young child you may want to bring a book or quiet activity to keep them 
occupied should they find the preacher boring. I am still trying to figure out how we might be able to
have a “Time For the Young at Heart” in our worship and also maintain social distancing.

During the service itself there will be other differences. The most noticeable will be the absence of 
singing. We are working out ways of including instrumental music in the service and may play hymns
for us to hum along with – humming is allowed, though better to have your mask on while 
humming. The other big difference will be that rather than passing the plate for offering there will 
be a box on the table in the Narthex hallway. You are invited to slip your offering into the box on 
your way in or out of the sanctuary. There will be someone sitting in the Narthex hallway through 
out the service both to greet/screen latecomers and to provide some security for the building. 
Communion will look much the same as before but with a few tweaks that will be shared during 
worship.

Earlier this summer I told you that we were ordering equipment to allow us to live-stream our 
worship services. Some of that equipment is backordered and so not yet available. In the interim we
plan to record the service and then post it to the church YouTube channel on Sunday afternoons. As 
we can not have a coffee gathering in the church following worship, we plan to continue the post-
church ZOOM coffee time but will move it to 11:30 instead of 11:00.
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Should the need occur we are asking that only one person at a time use the upstairs washrooms. 
There are containers of Lysol wipes by the doors so you can wipe down door handles and faucets etc
for the continued safety of all.

I am sure there is more news to share. As it comes up I will forward it to Sharon for the next 
newsletter, which is set to come out on September 6th and I will share info during worship itself. I 
look forward to seeing you!

Gord
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