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November 24, 2020

Friends in Christ:

Grace and Peace to each and every one of you as we continue to live together as a community of faith in new
ways during this very unusual year.

This coming Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent, that season when we pause to prepare our hearts, our 
homes, our lives for the coming of Christmas. One of my favoured Advent hymns is #9 in Voices United, 
“People Look East”. Verse 1 says:

People look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your heart fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.

People look east and sing today. Love the guest is on the way. 
(written by Eleanor Farjeon in 1928)

But to be honest, in some ways it does not quite feel like the crowning of the year this year. Advent and 
Christmas 2020 will look, sound, and feel quite different. 

Earlier this morning I commented on an Edmonton Journal article. The headline referred to “losing” 
Christmas. I took exception to that because Christmas itself is NOT being lost. Christmas will still be a part of 
our lives this year. We will still tell the story about angels and shepherds and a baby. We will still pause to 
celebrate that God chooses to be a part of this world. Definitely we have to re-think, re-imagine, re-vision 
how we celebrate. Certainly we will miss some things that we think of as a part of the Christmas season. But 
Christmas is still there Christmas is not cancelled. The story expands beyond all the trappings we are used to 
having. Our Jewish neighbours celebrated the High Holidays in new ways due to COVID restrictions, our Hindu
neighbours did the same for Diwali. Surely we can do the same for Advent and Christmas.

How will we celebrate this year?

To a degree I don’t know – yet. I have a picture starting to form based on how we are currently planning. I 
also have a faint sketch of another possible picture in my head if circumstances call us to change. As I type 
these words I await the Premier’s press conference later this afternoon that might change how (or if) we 
gather together. Even if restrictions are not put in place by the government there is always the chance that 
we as a community might choose to further limit our activities as a faithful response to the call to love and 
care for each other. Uncertainty has been a feature of the last 8 months and that seems to still be the rule 
now.

As it stands right now we will have our regular Advent services each Sunday at 10:00. These services will 
include a Baptism on the first Sunday of Advent (November 29th), Communion on the 2nd Sunday of Advent 
(December 6th), and a chance to hang an ornament on our tree of remembrance before worship on the 4 th 
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Sunday of Advent (December 20th).. Today and tomorrow the new A/V equipment is being installed so we 
should be able to start our livestream either this Sunday or December 6th. Christmas Eve we have a different 
plan. That plan is to have 2 services, one at 3:00 and one at 8:00. These services will be virtually identical so 
you can choose which one suits your schedule best. We are requiring people to pre-register with the office 
for Christmas Eve services so we can ensure that seating with physical distancing is maintained. Alison and I 
have started thinking about how to make our Christmas Even services both COVID-safe and seasonally 
celebrative. Decorating for the Christmas season will take place this Saturday, November 28 th.

One of the things which has been weighing on my mind these last few months has been the losses that 
people are feeling. Loss of routines, loss of things we used to take for granted. This year as we envision a very
different Christmas season there will be a sense of loss because of things we have to let rest for this year. 
How do we mark and honour these losses? One way is a Blue Christmas service. As it happens the Moderator 
is hosting an online Blue Christmas service this year. It will be live at 5:30 our time on Wednesday December 
9th with a recording available after that. I assume it will be on the United Church YouTube channel and 
possibly on Zoom but connection information has not yet been shared. When the contact information 
becomes available it will be shared with the community. I am also thinking that we could have a watch party 
here at the church and join in that worship together. Please let me know if that would be of interest.

I would be remiss to not talk about our Local Outreach. Each year during Advent we make a push on our Local
Outreach efforts to support our local partners. One of the realities of COVID-tide is that collecting “things” is 
more problematic than other years, and also we are all being encouraged to limit our trips to stores anyway. 
So this year we are encouraging people to make gifts of cash marked for Outreach and we will pass those on 
to the Food Bank and to the Elders Caring Shelter.

As I bring this letter to a close I am reflecting on the themes of Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The 
Candle Liturgy we are using in worship this year will invite us to name those things in life that tend to stand in
the they way of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love  and then to light a candle in spite of those barriers. WE recognize
and lament what is troubling in the world and then claim the power of Christ’s light. So I encourage you to 
prepare for this Christmas season with both sides of the equation. Recognize what is real about the world, 
name the losses you may feel, acknowledge any anxiety, and then look for the hope peace joy and love that 
can still infuse the season.

Thank you to everyone who makes the Community of St. Paul’s United the vibrant, caring place that it is.

In this different Advent and Christmas Season may God break into your hearts and souls in a new way. May 
you see the reality of Hope, and Peace, and Joy, and Love that God brings with the birth of a baby wrapped in
cloths and laying in a manger. Glory to God in the Highest!

Gord.
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