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HAPPY NEW YEAR'!
Today is the advent of a new year in the
Christian liturgical calendar. We begin the
church year with a season
wait for the arrival of the Christ Child. It is
generally a time when we slow down and wait
and ponder anew about the time long ago when
a little baby came into the world and
transformed the world of his time and all future
time.

What are you wanting this season to be the

ADVENT BEGINS... statofido you have spiritual
like to consider at the start of this new Christian

year?

' The thing | am most looking forward to as we
esse ew ear - kick off this new Christian year is the music.
There is something so joyful and familiar about
the songs of Christmas. While bemoaning the
missed Christmas choir party on our choir
facebook group Doug gave us something to
the Christ Child's birth, may you, your neighbours, |l ook forwar d dgacCéristhdsé m t hi
BBQ in June or July with carols around a fire pit
or on the dechkkbuthe coul d

As we start our preparations for the celebration of

and all those you love, be healthy and whole.

nei ghbours. o So | sugges
on the lawn at the church too and invite the
towntojoinini what do you t hink StChristfAas inUDuly8B@d?2a mi |y . . wan!

My family started trying to pick a date for our Indian rice and curry Tiessend €hr i st mas gat he
be held on ZOOM this year "biikae hweaydi d | Wimt thomy ngi 9
this time around and the cousins will get to see each other although they are spread from Halifax to
Vancouver Island. The extended family may not partake of Indian food, but my siblings and | sure

wi || . My wish for my St. Paul 6s fwdl grow sironger closeh e st
and be filled with Ho p e, Peace, Love and Joy as we journey
living in. Blessings for the New Year, Sharon Adams (Editor)
Contact Info: Please send
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie Office ManagerCarla Johnson comments, ideas,
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca secretary@stpaulsuc.ca articles for inclusion in
Music DirectorAlison White Web Page EditoBavid Middleton nextissue to
bamwhite @telus.net dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca Sharon Adams,
Telephone780-5322415 Fax: 7805389172 sharad224@yahoo.ca|
Website:www.stpaulsuc.ca Facebook page@stpaulsunitedgp
SummelOffice Hours: 42 and 13 - Tuesdayo Friday
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DECEMBeR JANUARY

9th Jeannette Borstad 4th Donna Radbourne
15th Sherida Rossol 8th Norma Grimm
16th Scott Maitland 11th Linda Wagner
18th Fern Zutter 14th Cam Loughead
22nd Nicki George 18th Madison White
23rd Rachel Haines 19th June Powell
29th Norm & Nicki George 26 th Amy Wyatt
Happy Birthday
and
Anniversary

THEME sggestions for the 2021 newsletters?
Vision Statement/ Climate Change / Indigenous
HRRTDRt gq%N XNT G@UD

Give meaningful
gifts—give

gifts.irvision

Visit our website to give

that change the world!

gifts,vision *)

The Uniled
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Visit the website
Download the catalogue

LOOKING for
a new way to
get exercise ??
folks out there that are

»

{

p off the couch on
their own but would be interested in joining
in with others if we could get a group
started? lwas t hinking
Wal k éndé Tal k

Soul but we can decide together if there
others interested.

Il &m not currently a
to be a group that may have to start slow
as we build up stamina, muscles and lung
capacity.

It could be a mall crawl in winter weather if
we just wanted some place to start without
slip sliding around town.

The time of day and frequency could be
negotiated depending on those interested.
This is just to get the conversations
started.

TTOUTU UUUU AT ybl.l.ll IU

of

If you would be interested please contact

me sharad2224@yahoo.ca 587-297-
1570
and weol | see where

0]
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From Moderator Richard Bott
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The ad nt sjeuasstona itsi meoaoft i m&i if ngr epadsati on, whe
coming, |ike Jesus. For a move | ike mine, we have
l ess i mportant thi s and we have tiong einme mbteds tohre
artei mes when we ne to take a moment to discern
have to move one s p at a time with&od fesam,twi t
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time each in itds order.
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y the peace of Christ be with you now and ever)
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| f you ddiidvenoat crogpcy of Pastor Gorddés Pastor al | et
emai | |l ist for the next one, pl ease | e53-248HE5 Chur c
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From Social Media

From Social Media

A Screening of

COMMON
STRENGTH

Thursday, ..
December 3,
2020

at7:00 PM
Pacific

Online via Zoom

The story of two
women farmers in
two countries
feeding their
families.

You are invited

A Tale of Two Farming Women
Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 7 pm
Online via ZOOM

Imagine the Advent story of Mary and her
cousin Elizabeth meeting up to share their
common mission. You are invited to join in
a virtual screening of the documentary
&Common St-rteeestgry ditivo
women inspired by hope who do the hard
work of feeding their families. The film
follows Colleen Dyck, a farmer from
Niverville, Manitoba, who travelled to
western Kenya to live and work alongside
small-scale farmer Lucy Anyango. The
screening will be followed by a time of
conversation with Colleen Dyck, Wangui
Gitai (World Renew Kenya staff in Nairobi)
and the film's producer, Meagan
Silencieux.

Register in advance to receive the Zoom
link

{ Canadian
Foodgrains
Bank

A(gr:‘v‘i‘s':i;:r Response

A Short Documentary Film

[221AYy3 F2NJ I ySg LI OS ¥
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Hi Everyone, | ammpeningup

Cindy's Bistro & Baking

in the Ernie Radbourne Pavilion in Muskoseepi Park,
| will be open the samhours as the Pavilion, 7 days
a week , Everything lFomemade .

For the baking | will have pies, breallans,

cupcakes, birthday cakes, cheeakes, cinnamon
buns and a whole lot more.

For the Bistro | will have real roast besdast
turkey,and bakechamsandwiches on fresh
homemade bread.

100% Burgers on homemade buns. and fresh cut
home fries or poutines.

2 homemade soups (1 cream andrbth ) made

fresh dalily .

Fresh homemade comfort food that has no
preservatives. back to eating the way ourcastors

did ! Hope to meet new people everyday!!

I'M SO OLD
That I've actually dialed a rotary
phone before, while listening to an
8 track, next to a black & white TV
with aluminum foil on top of its
rabbit ear antennas!

Let the green and
growing arise in us, to
break through the hard
and unyielding

t2aliSR 08 w20
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From Social Media

From Social Media

(Posted on facebook by afriendi 1| dondt
| arrived at the address and honked the horn.
After waiting a few minutes | honked again.
Since this was going to be my last ride of my
shift | thought about just driving away, but
instead | put the car in park and walked up to
the door and knocked.. 'Just a minute’,
answered a frail, elderly voice. | could hear
something being dragged across the floor.
After a long pause, the door opened. A small
woman in her 90's stood before me. She was
wearing a print dress and a pillbox hat with a
veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940's
movie.

By her side was a small nylon suitcase. The
apartment looked as if no one had lived in it for
years. All the furniture was covered with sheets.
There were no clocks on the walls, no
knickknacks or utensils on the counters. In the
corner was a cardboard box filled with photos
and glassware.

'Would you carry my bag out to the car?' she
said. | took the suitcase to the cab, then
returned to assist the woman.

She took my arm and we walked slowly toward
the curb.

She kept thanking me for my kindness. 'It's
nothing', | told her.. 'l just try to treat my
passengers the way | would want my mother to
be treated.’

'Oh, you're such a good boy, she said. When
we got in the cab, she gave me an address and
then asked, 'Could you drive through
downtown?'

'It's not the shortest way," | answered quickly..
'Oh, I don't mind,' she said. 'I'm in no hurry. I'm
on my way to a hospice.

| looked in the rear-view mirror. Her eyes were
glistening. 'l don't have any family left," she
continued in a soft voice..'The doctor says |
don't have very long.' | quietly reached over and
shut off the meter.

'What route would you like me to take?' | asked.
For the next two hours, we drove through the
city. She showed me the building where she
had once worked as an elevator operator.

We drove through the neighborhood where she
and her husband had lived when they were
newlyweds She had me pull up in front of a
furniture warehouse that had once been a

know

ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.
Sometimes she'd ask me to slow in front of a
particular building or corner and would sit
staring into the darkness, saying nothing.

As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon,
she suddenly said, 'I'm tired. Let's go now'.

We drove in silence to the address she had
given me. It was a low building, like a small
convalescent home, with a driveway that
passed under a portico.

Two orderlies came out to the cab as soon as
we pulled up. They were solicitous and intent,
watching her every move. They must have been
expecting her.

| opened the trunk and took the small suitcase
to the door. The woman was already seated in a
wheelchair.

'How much do | owe you?' She asked, reaching
into her purse.

'Nothing,' | said

'You have to make a living,' she answered.
"There are other passengers,' | responded.
Almost without thinking, | bent and gave her a
hug. She held onto me tightly.

'You gave an old woman a little moment of joy,'
she said. "Thank you.'

| squeezed her hand, and then walked into the
dim morning light.. Behind me, a door shut. It
was the sound of the closing of a life..

| didn't pick up any more passengers that shift. |
drove aimlessly lost in thought. For the rest of
that day, | could hardly talk. What if that woman
had gotten an angry driver, or one who was
impatient to end his shift? What if | had refused
to take the run, or had honked once, then driven
away?

On a quick review, | don't think that | have done
anything more important in my life.

We're conditioned to think that our lives revolve
around great moments.

But great moments often catch us unaware-
beautifully wrapped in what others may consider
a small one.

PEOPLE MAY NOT REMEMBER EXACTLY
WHAT YOU DID, OR WHAT YOU SAID
~BUT~THEY WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER
HOW YOU MADE THEM FEEL.

Thank you, my friend...

Life may not be the party we hoped for, but
while we are here we might as well dance.
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2 K S NtBe(Baef Dinner? Event
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Scot |

tJacqui Ferry and Al McNutt
with Betty and Alan McNaught
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From the Affirming Task Group

DEFINITIONS

As we continue on our affirming journey we hear and read terms and acronyms with which we are
not familiar, or whose meaning is not clear to us. The following list will hopefully provide some clarity.

Gender Cisgender
Refers to how others see you / what you Refers to someone whose gender
show to others identity conforms with the one that they

Gender Identity were assigned at birth

Refers to how you see yourself on the Non-binary
gender spectrum An umbrella term used by those who do

Sexual Orientation not identify as male or female

Refers to a personds romantic or sexual

attraction
LGBTQIA2S+
Leshian Intersex
Refers to a woman whose sexual Refers to people who may have atypical
orientation is to women combinations of physical features that
Gay usually distinguish female from male
Although it has been used to refer to a Asexual
man who is attracted to another man, it is Refers to a person who does not
more commonly used these days as an experience sexual attraction or desire.
umbrella term for those who are attracted The person may or may not have
to the same gender or gender identity spiritual and emotional attraction to
Bisexual others.
Refers to those whose sexual and/or Two-Spirit (2S)
romantic attraction is to both male and Refers to First Nations people who fulfill
females one of many mixed or cross-gender roles
Transgender fo(ljj_nd traditionally alrtnong rr}any 0
. . indigenous groups. It came from the
were assigned at birth and lesbian conference in Winnipeg,
Queer + (the Plus sign)
Used to be a derogatory term but Acknowledges that this list is not
nowadays refers to those who do not exhaustive. Gender |dent|ty and sexual
conform to traditional gender or sexual orientation are complex issues and our
stereotypes,or roles e.g Queer Studies understanding of them continues to
university programs or Queer Theology evolve and be fine-tuned.
Questioning As always, if you have any questions,
A word often used by youth who are in comments or concerns please contact one of
the process of discerning their gender the Affirm Task Group members: Karen Scott,
identity and sexual orientation Naomi Wiebe, Mary Blackburn, Rob Smith,

Harold Imes, or Jenny Nicholson

Submitted by Jenny Nicholson
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| set out my Christmas nativity scenes this evening. Today is November 20th, a day of remembrance
for transgender persons who have been murdered or have experienced violence because of their
gender identity.

This date has made me see with 0 fi
purchased , back when Josh was just a baby. It was inexpensive,

made of plastic ... with Baby Jesus in a PINK(!) shirt

| 6m | earning about gender ultadbe patt i nd
of the Affirming task gr ofuhpi saty eS t ed
seeing this nativity scene through new eyes... as an opportunity for ;

insigh t rather than judging the pi i m
| find comfort inGddaées wiomalge di.crle @ of
us is a child of God, (use whatever name speaks to you: the Eternal,

Light, Love, the One...) created in the image of the Eternal. At the

core of our Christian nativity narrative, is a baby who could well have

been cast out. A child born to a young, unwed mother, who fled with

family and found refuge and safety in a foreign land, thereby avoiding death by imperial forces.

lfeel we are called to create a safe place asbwsSt.
need to explicitly state that all are welcome... in this case: people of all gender identities and sexual
orientation. (1 f weitlyrhew carfwe axpeatt otr siblirgy$ imthighuman familyx,p | i ¢
to risk rejection and/or violence in their search for authentic, spiritual community?)

Today I 6m seeing the world through new eyes. Bab
potent i al f or c¢change and growt h. |l 6m gratef utionf or
learn and grow, even though it sometimes pushes us outside our comfort zone.

| 6m grateful for those who are briampksinseekinggphvet o s
their lives authentically, embracing their gender identity and sexual orientation. They do this even

though they are part of a minority, and our cultural norms encourage them to deny or hide that part

of themselves. They are my heroes.

I hope that St. Paulds will continue tgsafepeocevie f or
this fractured world, for each of us to explore our spirituality. A place where everyone can live their

lives being authentic to who they are, inside and out! [ . Karen Scott
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WhS NEhe@ Beef Dinner? Event

Beef supper 2020 virtual style.

We took our 2020 Beef/turkey dinner, on the road, in fact, all the way
down to Lethbridge.

Sonia and her boyfriend Matt came from Calgary, as did Kendra and
her cat Latte. Rachel and Bruce from Grande Prairie.

Our family finally got to sit down together at one long table in Kevin and
Al exb6s recently purchased home in

| am so thankful we where able to be together and share not only in a
meal ( with pie) but also share in the giggles, games and goofiness that
comes from being family.

As we move into the Christmas season
we wish you all peace ,hope, and joy.

God Bless
Rachel, Bruce, Sonia, Kendra, and Kevin

i dg

Our church has an annual beef dinner ...but not
this year. Here we are at a small cohort gathering
enjoying dinner complete with local 4H beef

(Is that Norman Dyck | see reflected in the door?)

Susan McKenzie shared these photosé no f ai r
T hiding when the pictures are being taken Susan !!
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