St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6

Did you feel that way too? It seemed like there was always some new “worry” or news story to
burden the soul. Even our prayer team had more prayer requests submitted I think? On that front
though I hope that trend continues…not because I wish trouble for anyone….but because I know
prayer works, and so do the other members of the prayer team. If you would like to send a prayer
request just to the prayer team. email Gord or Carla - let them know it is okay to share it with the team
– and we’ll be sure to add your concern or worry to our prayers. If you have updates on the situation
feel free to pass them along too. We want to pray as specifically as possible for your concerns or
worries. Answered prayers are welcomed too…bringing hope and inspiring more fervent prayers.
Some slides we posted in the past month on our LED Sign:

In this issue the words from our United Church New Creed we have chosen as our theme are these:
We are called to be the church: to love and serve others
One of the ways I think we love and serve others is by praying: for them, for the world, for the joys,
the sorrows, the celebrations, and the disappointments. One of the slides we put up periodically is life
is fragile…..handle with prayer.
You can see Gord’s reflection on the theme on page 3 and other articles and pictures of life in our St
Paul’s family that reinforce how it’s the little things we do each day that we often forget or dismiss that
actually may be the most powerful acts of service.
I hope July and August unfold at a more relaxed pace and that we continue to reach out and keep in
touch to spread love and serve others. Have a great summer.
Sharon
Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 Monday - Friday
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
YouTube Channel : https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw
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Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca

in

JULY
1st
12th
15th
16th
17th

Lorne & Donna
Radbourne
Neil Alstad
Olive McIntosh
Valerie Jenner
Doug Currie

17th
21st
23rd
25th
25th
27th
29th

Alison & Bruce White
Dylan Ayre
Marg Dyck
David Brown
Lorne Radbourne
David Heyn
Anders McNabb

30th

Dale DePottie

AUGUST
1st
2nd
4th
4th
4th
5th

Donna Macklin
Betty Grunau
Tom Mankowski
Liz Ramsankar
Tanya & Will Ayre
Ken Riley

9th
11th
12th
16th
16th
18th
18th
19th

Eli Middleton
Laurie & Paula Anderson
Georgia Dowhy
Karen Scott & Tom
Mankowski
Brenda & Gary Stouffer
Marlee White
Phil & Judy Barber
Don Allen

23rd
25th
30th
31st
31st

Hadley Gillis
Melissa & Lucas Evans
Carla Johnson
Art Macklin
Gord & Patty Waldie

Another celebration that happened in June, although it was for a May 26 th 2001 occasion:

A donation has been made to the United Church of Canada
Healing Fund to honour the 20th anniversary of Gord’s
ordination and in gratitude for his ministry with St. Paul’s
and Riverview (Atikokan) Communities of Faith.

Issue 04 2021 –July/August--- Page 2

Words from Gord
To Love and Serve...
I’ll start with a story...well maybe two or four.
18 years ago, a day or two after we arrived back int Atikokan with
newborn Sarah there was a knock at the back door. A friend (daughter
of an Anglican priest as it happens) was standing there with three or
four foil containers. “Here,” she said, “Shepherds Pie, Meatballs...” as
she listed off what was in the containers. “Just have to be heated up.”
What a great gift for new parents.
Story #2, just under a year later. We have been back in Atikokan for a
day or two, with newborn Devyn this time. Some ladies from the UCW show up with a full meal for us
to share. They did the same various other times for other members of the congregation, often at a
time of bereavement. It was a part of how they understood their role within the community.
Story #3, 11 years ago. We have been in Grande Prairie for a day or so (also with a slightly older
newborn at the time). Our furniture has not even arrived at the house yet. My dad and I return from
buying supplies for the work we were trying to get done before said furniture arrived to find a couple
members of M&P and the Board Chair at the house, dropping off baskets of food stuffs and
envelopes with gift cards and such in them. Welcome to the community!
Story #4, many years, decades really, ago. A death happens in the family, my parents have to go
away for the funeral but don’t want to take the kids. A call to one of our close friends and my sister
and I have a place to stay (or maybe someone came to stay with us – details are a bit fuzzy).
Those are just some stories that come quickly to mind. I could tell many others. I bet many of you
could tell the same sorts of stories about your lives. Sometimes you have been on the giving end,
sometimes on the receiving end. In the end, it turns out that loving and serving others seems to come
pretty naturally to people who live in community with each other.
In fact, I have a great deal of trouble imagining a community (religious or secular) where loving and
serving others is not an active part of their story. I have talked to people who were not a part of such
communities. I have heard stories where that love and service was not available. In fact for three
years I worked at a place that existed to help the families where story #4 was not a possibility. Think
of all the reasons you might nave needed emergency child care, or support when parenting was hard
– and then ask what if nobody was around to help out. It made me realize how blessed I had been.
I grew up in a community that lived these words. The families supported each other, offered child care
when it was needed, provided ears to listen when things went badly, celebrated life’s
accomplishments together. We didn’t do it to prove we were living out a creedal statement, many of
us did not even know the New Creed well enough at the time to know those words were in it. We did
it because we were a community. We were, when you came right down to it, extended family.
In the 11 years I have been a part of this community I have seen love and service put into action
repeatedly. Both within the congregation and in the wider community of Grande Prairie I have seen
people who give of themselves for the benefit of others. Sometimes it is to benefit one individual,
sometimes it is to benefit a larger group. And many times the love and service, the loving service, has
been offered by people who did it automatically, who would not think it worth making a fuss about.
Sometimes the small acts of love make such a big deal. The church (both this congregation and the
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Words from Gord (cont’d)
wider church are full of people who offer such service simply because it is who they are – they live to
serve.
Our next newsletter will have as its theme another phrase from the United Church Creed (aka the
New Creed) – to seek justice and resist evil. I suggest that one flows from the other. Because we
know what it means to love and serve each other we can be filled with a passion for justice. Because
we know what it means to be loved and served and considered important, we know it is important that
all people get that same feeling. Because we offer and receive loving service we know that evil, those
things that deny and work against love, needs to be resisted if we are to flourish as the Body of
Christ.
I have said before that there is an old phrase about Stewardship. “Stewardship is everything we do
after we say ‘I believe’” Loving and serving others is an act of faith, an act of stewardship. Thank you
all for all they ways (big and small) that you have offered to your neighbours over the years. Thank
you for all the ways you will do it in the future.
Have a blessed summer. (And since I am writing this in the middle of a heat wave remember to stay
hydrated and keep cool!)

Gord

.
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From Social Media

From Social Media

Agriculture

Nature

Interesting demonstration comparing the root
system of Prairie grass to agriculture. Removal
of the grass led to the dustbowl days when the
drought arrived.
(Editor’s comment: no wonder I can never get
the grass out of the flower bed)

Grande Prairie Seniors Outreach
Meals on Wheels is
looking for a couple
cheerful & reliable
volunteers for meal
deliveries.
If you could be
available once a
week or once a
month we would love you to join our team! You
would need your own vehicle, cell phone and 12 hours starting at 11am weekdays.
Applications can be found at
www.GPCouncilOnAginggp.com or call
(780)539-3901

June 9th – archeology and art page
Name for an iridescent/opalescent ammonite
from Alberta, Canada, which is used as a
gemstone. Ammolite is made of the fossilized
shells of ammonites, which in turn are
composed primarily of aragonite*. Opalescent
shell fragments from other localities are usually
called Lumachelle.
June 9th on facebook archeology and art page
What looked like a rock on the surface was a
giant statue
discovered
on Easter
Island this
week, The
ones not
buried have
been
weathered
to the point
that none of
the detailed
carving on
the Moai
are visible.

A Sunday School teacher asked her little children, as they were on the way to church
service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" One bright little girl replied,
"Because people are sleeping."
A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make me a better boy, don't
worry about it. I'm having a real good time like I am."
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From Social Media
Blue Roses
Having four visiting family members, my wife was very busy, so I offered
to go to the store for her to get some needed items, which included light
bulbs, paper towels, trash bags, detergent and Clorox. So off I went.
I scurried around the store, gathered up my goodies and headed for the
checkout counter, only to be blocked in the narrow aisle by a young man
who appeared to be about sixteen-years-old. I wasn't in a hurry, so I
patiently waited for the boy to realize that I was there. This was when he
waved his hands excitedly in the air and declared in a loud voice,
"Mommy, I'm over here."
It was obvious now, he was mentally challenged and also startled as he turned and saw me standing
so close to him, waiting to squeeze by. His eyes widened and surprise exploded on his face as I
said, "Hey Buddy, what's your name?"
"My name is Denny and I'm shopping with my mother," he responded proudly.
"Wow," I said, "that's a cool name; I wish my name was Denny, but my name is Steve."
"Steve, like Stevarino?" he asked.
"Yes," I answered. "How old are you Denny?"
"How old am I now, Mommy?" he asked his mother as she slowly came over from the next aisle.
"You're fifteen-years-old Denny; now be a good boy and let the man pass by."
I acknowledged her and continued to talk to Denny for several more minutes about summer, bicycles
and school. I watched his brown eyes dance with excitement, because he was the center of
someone's attention. He then abruptly turned and headed toward the toy section.
Denny's mom had a puzzled look on her face and thanked me for taking the time to talk with her son.
She told me that most people wouldn't even look at him, much less talk to him.
I told her that it was my pleasure and then I said something I have no idea where it came from, other
than by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. I told her that there are plenty of red, yellow, and pink roses
in God's Garden; however, "Blue Roses" are very rare and should be appreciated for their beauty
and distinctiveness. You see, Denny is a Blue Rose and if someone doesn't stop and smell that rose
with their heart and touch that rose with their kindness, then they've missed a blessing from God.
She was silent for a second, then with a tear in her eye she asked, "Who are you?"
Without thinking I said, "Oh, I'm probably just a dandelion, but I sure love living in God's garden."
She reached out, squeezed my hand and said, "God bless you!" and then I had tears in my eyes.
May I suggest, the next time you see a BLUE ROSE, whichever differences that person may have,
don't turn your head and walk off. Take the time to smile and say Hello. Why? What a difference a
moment can mean to that person or their family.
From an old dandelion!
Live simply.
Love generously.
Care deeply.
Speak kindly.
Leave the rest to the powers that be.
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From Social Media
Grande Prairie Friendship Centre breaks ground on new traditional healing garden
Jun 21, 2021 | 3:26 PM - by Shane Clausing
The Grande Prairie Friendship Centre celebrated the groundbreaking of their much-awaited
traditional healing garden on National Indigenous Peoples Day.
The garden is being funded through the Commemorating the History & Legacy of Residential
Schools fund and the Community Foundation of Northwestern Alberta’s community impact grant.
Jordan Wuttunee is a member of the Board of Directors at the Friendship Centre said….. “It’s
exciting that we get to get things moving because we’ve been planning this for a while. It’s good to
have the community come out and support this and we are looking forward to the garden that’s to
come and all the good community things that will come from it.”
By the spring of 2022, it is hoped that the garden is ready for use and open to the public.
The Friendship Centre says it is still looking for cash donations so it can purchase plants next year
and also volunteers, especially when planting starts.
(I’m sure they would accept donations in other ways than the go fund me page in the article).

Direct flights to Toronto, Vancouver out of Grande Prairie coming in August
Jun 16, 2021 | 9:20 AM by Shaun Penner
Direct flights to two of the biggest cities in Canada will soon be possible out of Grande Prairie.
On Wednesday Flair Airlines and the Grande Prairie Airport announced that non-stop flights to
Vancouver and Toronto out of YQU will begin to be offered in August 2021.
“A rattlesnake bit one of my sheep in the face about a week ago.
Deadliest snake that lives around here. The sheep’s face swelled up and
hurt her terribly.
But the old rattlesnake didn't know the kind of blood that flows through
the sheep. Anti-venom is most often made from sheep's blood. The
sheep swelled for about 2 days but the blood of the lamb destroyed the
venom of the serpent.
I was worried but the sheep didn't care. She kept on eating, kept on drinking and kept on climbing
because she knew she was alright.
Often the serpents of this life will reach out and bite us. They inject their poison into us but they
cannot overcome the Blood of the Lamb of God that washes away the sin of the world and the sting
of death. Don't worry about the serpent or his bite, just make sure that the Lamb's Blood is flowing
through your veins.”
Author Unknown
Grande Prairie Area wildfire updates currently at Wildfire Danger level…Very High.
~ you can also subscribe to get Grande Prairie Updates sent to your email at the link above.
For other areas of Alberta you can get details of Wildfire Status here
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates

Graduated from
St Joseph’s
Catholic
Secondary School
Future Plans:
Janaya is doing A transition year at GPRC in open studies.
Then she plans to pursue her Social Work degree and just maybe after
that the RCMP. Janaya is currently working part time at Traveland RV.
Proud Mom and Dad….Lori and Brad Stewart

Graduated
From Peace Wapiti Academy
Wapiti Academy
Future Plans:
Sophia will be attending GPRC in
the fall in general studies for a year
before starting her
degree in Nursing.
Proud Mom and Dad:
Tyler Steinke
& Janis Schau-Steinke
and Proud Grandma
Gail Schau
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates

Graduated
from Charles
Spencer High School
Future Plans: Next year Sarah plans on
continuing her education in the open studies program at GPRC.
Proud Mom and Dad: Gord and Patty Waldie

Graduated from Peace Wapiti Academy
Future Plans: Shay is taking a year to
give the employment world a try.
(So, if you have an opening,let her know :).
Proud Mom and Dad: Tracy & Chris Wyatt
Proud grandparents: Brenda and Gary
Stouffer

Shay was surprised
at grad to discover her
original art work was
included in the
Commencement Program.
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Around St Paul’s

The Time and Talent Auction Items
Marge Riley was with
Margaret Taylor

Bruce White was
with Marge Riley

Lemon Meringue

Our hospitality
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Affirming Team

“We are called to be the church – to love and serve others”
How can we as the church love and serve others? Perhaps the first question is, “WHO are the
others?” Are they only those whom we perceive to be like us or whom we deem worthy of our
service? Does it not include all persons since all are made in the image of God? Surely it includes
the 2SLGBTQIA+ persons in our congregations, our families, and our communities. So then, how
can we as the church love and serve these others, and all others? This is the vision of the affirming
ministry team - to explore how we can love and serve not only 2SLGBTQIA+ persons, but all
overlooked, ignored, marginalized, and oppressed persons.
One subtle danger we may face is that in seeking to love and serve others, we may
unconsciously have the attitude that we are giving a gift or bestowing benevolence upon those whom
we serve, thus placing ourselves above others since the giver is greater than the receiver. To truly
love and serve others is to listen to them and respect them. Do we decide in our wisdom what others
need, or do we allow them to take the lead and inform us as to what they need and what they want
from us? Our affirming chats have embodied this attitude of wanting to listen and learn – thank you
for your presence and engagement!
This is also an aspect of the difference between being welcoming versus affirming. A
welcoming church implies that the congregation is the “in” group and has the power to welcome or
exclude others and is thus bestowing a favor by allowing persons to be part of the church, requiring
them to fit in to the existing structure to some degree. An affirming congregation, on the other hand,
implies that all are already “in” because all are God’s children, and simply affirms what is already
true. All mutually encourage each other and enrich congregational life with their unique gifts. To
appreciate and value the contributions of “others” is a way to love and serve them, honoring the
image of God within.
News:
• We had an open chat on Saturday June 12 at which we brainstormed and discussed some
ideas for further learning and engagement.
• We will not be having any open chats or events until September to give people opportunity to
enjoy the summer months. Watch for further announcements!
• We hope to have some movie/discussion nights in the fall, and more guest speakers.
• Save the date!! Shylo Rosborough will be with us Oct 22-24 for an educational weekend of
workshops, etc. Shylo is the Affirming Ministries Coordinator at Robertson-Wesley United
Church and was with us for our open chat in February. Check out his bio here:
https://www.rwuc.org/affirmingministries/
Video Resources to check out:
• Intersexion (2012) – a documentary about intersex persons on YouTube (52 min.)
“In this groundbreaking documentary, intersex individuals reveal the secrets of their unconventional
lives -- and how they have navigated their way through this strictly male/female world, when they fit
somewhere in between. The first question any new parent asks... "Is it a boy or a girl?" But what
happens when doctors cannot answer that question? 1 in 2,000 babies are born with genitalia so
ambiguous that no-one can tell if the child is male or female.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czbQRjdGvYQ
• Disclosure (2020) – a documentary on Netflix (1 hr., 47 min.)
“In this documentary, leading trans creatives and thinkers share heartfelt perspectives and analysis
about Hollywood’s impact on the trans community.” Very informative – what perceptions and
attitudes do we have about trans people that we have learned through media?
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A huge THANK YOU to Betty McNaught for the beautiful
Pride Banner. Betty created, designed and made the
banner which has been hanging in the sanctuary. Those
of you who have attended church in person, as well as
those who have watched services online, will have seen
it. The rainbow streamers are attached at the top and so
will move with air currents in the church.
Thank you also to the Worship Ministry Team for showing
support for our affirming journey.
Did you know that the original Pride Flag was designed in
1978 by Gilbert Baker? He chose the rainbow colours to
represent:
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Around St Paul’s
I found a few sample St Paul’s hats and shirts in a box:
Anyone interested in purchasing please speak to
Sharon or Carla – we will keep them in the office
for a short while. Any reasonable offer will be
entertained.
Grey T-shirt – Adult Large
Blue Baseball style shirt – Small adult
Caps…Youth - Navy Blue
Adult -Red…Cdn. Flag on underside of brim
Black – off centre logo
Grey – Cdn and AB flags on each side
Wide brim sunhat
All the hats seem a little small to me or maybe
I just have a big head ?? So give themt a try first.

Give ‘til it helps! Summer edition
a message from your stewardship
and finance team
A few minutes for (financial) Stewardship – The May
Financial Summary for local funding stated revenue of
$15,406 and expenses of $19,703. Revenue for local
expenses in the month of June is expected to be close to
the actual expenses. .

We do remain in a deficit position relative to the 2021
budget and we owe money to our Capital fund. Thank-you
to the generous people who have made the current
situation possible. The Summer Sundays traditionally
provide a modest collection. I am asking that you consider
donating by pre-authorized remittance (PAR) or by
eTransfer. Our office manager Carla will be happy to give
direction on how to do either of these options.
I ask you to consider a big question as our church begins
to open up to more “normal” activity, “what is our unique
mission as the body of Christ? And how can we live it out?”
Thank you so much for giving ‘till it helps” with your time.
talent, and treasure!
Martha Dawson, Treasurer.
IN CASE YOU’D LIKE TO CHECK IT OUT…..Sharon Adams can send you registration information.
Join us via *Zoom next Monday, July 5, at 7 p.m.EDT for Broadview’s next National Online
Reading Club. Digital Editor Emma Prestwich will speak with three contributors from our July/August
issue: The three contributors are” Zarqa Nawaz; Omar Mouallem, Anne Theriault.
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Around St Paul’s

From Northern Spirit Regional Council
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7VvS3pkkCk
Celebration of New Ministry Serivce, June 27, 2021 from Fort
Saskatchewan
Watch the Ordination of Matthew Heesing and the Admittance of
Rev Johnny Rhoad to the Order of Ministry in the United Church
of Canada

Would you like to learn more about the Being Good Relations Network that is continuing the work
began by the “Living Into Right Relations Committee” in the former Conference.
Get information on the Northern Spirit Regional Council website here
Sign up to be a Witness, join the newsletter list, follow and like their facebook page and more.

Issue 04 2021 –July/August--- Page 14

Around St Paul’s
Some more reflections / prayers on our theme: “To Love and Serve Others”

Joy in Giving
by John Hunter
Make us ever eager, Lord,
to share the good things that we have.
Grant us such a measure
of Thy Spirit that we may find
more joy in giving than in getting.
Make us ready to give
cheerfully without grudging,
secretly without praise,
and in sincerity
without looking for gratitude,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen
From “A Pocket Book of Prayers for Women”

This reminded me of the statement at the
start of the announcements in our bulletins:

If you have noticed someone missing from our congregation,
please contact them by phone or visit them in person.
You may be their “angel”

On Life’s Busy Thoroughfares
We Meet with Angels Unawares
By Helen Steiner Rice
The unexpected kindness from
an unexpected place,
A hand outstretched in friendship,
a smile on someone’s face.
A word of understanding
spoken in a time of trial
Are unexpected miracles
that make life more worthwhile.
We know not how it happened
that in an hour of need
Somebody out of nowhere
proved to be a friend indeed…
For God has many messengers
we fail to recognize.
But God sends them when we need them,
and God’s ways are wondrous and wise…
So keep looking for an angel
and keep listening to hear,
For on life’s busy, crowded streets,
you will find God’s presence near.
From “A Collection of Joy”
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From Social Media
HAVE YOUR SAY?
Would you like to review/read Alberta’s draft K-6 curriculum and give the government of Alberta
feedback? If yes, the engagement timeline seems to indicate you have until Spring of 2022 to
provide your feedback. It is to be implemented in classrooms across Alberta in September 2022/
Please visit the Alberta government website here to access the documentation and the feedback
form.
https://www.canadiannativeflag.ca/about-canadian-native-flag/
I really liked this. Just wondering if anyone else would be
Interested in getting any lapel pins, or small flags of this design by
the artist Curtis Wilson. If others are interested perhaps we can
put in a “bulk” order?
We could also check for “Every Child Matters” items in bulk?

Read the Daily Herald Tribune articles from Randy Vanderveen
City of Grande Prairie announces strategy to battle homelessness from June 24th here
Indigenous peoples make up disproportionate number of homeless population June 28th here
Pressing the pause button; Coordinated Care Campus temporarily put on hold June 29 th here
There have been numerous discussions, articles, information from all directions on Indigenous
history, issues, and concerns in the news and every social media platform I suspect too. Here are a
few links to some possible educational information that has come my way recently:
Read the 94 Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada here
This Indigenous Peoples Day, do these three things to be an accomplice
HelloSharon,
Today is Indigenous Peoples Day, a day for everyone in Canada to recognize and
celebrate the heritage, cultures and contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
Peoples.
As the country grapples with the trauma of a brutal residential school system and an
unjust system of land governance, now more than ever, Indigenous Peoples
throughout the land need us to stand with them and speak up for justice.
In the words of Jesse Wente (Anishinaabe), chairperson of the Canada Council for
the Arts, “We don’t just need allies, we need accomplices.”
Here are three things we believe you can do today to become an accomplice:
1. Lift the burden of education off the shoulders of your Indigenous friends and
colleagues. Watch and share this video series on land governance in
Canada, featuring some of Canada’s most prominent Indigenous thought
leaders, activists and accomplices.
2. Interested in land repatriation initiatives? Find out whose traditional territories
you’re on and start the conversation.
3. Hold public leaders accountable for policy. Contact municipal, provincial and
federal governments to demand the inclusion of affected Indigenous voices at
decision-making tables. You can start by signing this letter to the prime
minister and your premier.
As Wente says, “Be outraged with us. Stand with us. Demand change.”
Best, Rachel Plotkin, Boreal Project Manager
David Suzuki Foundation
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From Social Media
Mom who investigates drownings viral plea to parents on water safety. Here are her tips.
This is a three page article single spaced…so thought I’d let you read it online if you are interested. It
was a really good article in my estimation. The main sections are as follows and I’ve given the whole
of the last section #10
Safety Briefings; Depths of Water vs. Height; How to Get Away; Distraction Reminders;
Designate Breaks; Limited Trust; Life Jackets are Cool; Educate; Hey, Watch This…;

See Something, Say Something: My kids are part of my safety team. They are buddy watchers
for each other, and I ask them to look out for other kids. I’ll often ask my son where his sister is, or
what the other person is doing. I want to train them to look at others and make sure they are okay, to
know what they are doing. My daughter the other day said, “Mom, I almost called you…that boy was
under the water, and I counted from 5…5, 4, 3, 2, 1 but he popped up again before I got to 2.” I
asked her, what would you do if he was still underwater when you got to one, and she said “I’d say
something to you or an adult until you responded”. Perfect. Kids are an additional layer of protection,
and they have good instincts. My kids know not to assume someone is playing. If they see someone
underwater, they start counting. So often, in drowning investigations we see kids (and adults)
swimming over or around someone who is underwater, and they don’t do anything. They assume
they are okay; they assume they are playing; they assume they are doing it on purpose. Don’t
assume. Teach them the 5 second rule (check out Mel Robbins book on the topic) and if they see
something to say something.
A young man named John received a parrot as a gift. The parrot had a bad attitude and an even
worse vocabulary.
Every word out of the bird's mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced with profanity. John tried and
tried to change the words, playing soft music and anything else he could think of to 'clean up' the
bird's vocabulary.
Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. The parrot yelled back. John shook the
parrot and the parrot got angrier and even more rude. John, in desperation, threw up his hands,
grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer.
For a few minutes the parrot squawked and kicked and screamed. Then suddenly there was total
quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute. Fearing that he'd hurt the parrot, John quickly
opened the door to the freezer. The parrot calmly stepped out onto John's outstretched arms and
said "I believe I may have offended you with my rude language and actions. I'm
sincerely remorseful for my inappropriate transgressions and I fully intend to do everything I can
to correct my rude and unforgivable behaviour."
John was stunned at the change in the bird's attitude.
As he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic change in his behaviour, the
bird spoke-up, very softly, "May I ask what the turkey did?"
And you thought there were no clean jokes left!
On a Maternity Room door: "Push. Push. Push."
In a Veterinarian’s waiting room: "Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!"
Outside a Muffler Shop: "No appointment necessary. We hear you coming."
At a Car Dealership: "The best way to get back on your feet - miss a car payment."
Looking Ahead at St Paul’s
SEE OVER… other than church there is one major thing planned……the Garage Sale 😊
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