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ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 

 

 

 

VISION STATEMENT: 

Celebrating the gifts of the Spirit,  

we are a loving and supportive congregation 

 in service to the Church, the Community, and the World through Faith. 

Adopted: February 28, 2016 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Through Faith,  

we walk on the path Jesus set for us. 

The people of St. Paul’s Belong… Believe… Listen… Love… Lead. 

Adopted: February 28, 2016 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjg0aaL9oHgAhUxMn0KHWwdAHIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vectors%2Fwatercolor-beige-vectors&psig=AOvVaw3xo_rPLCzM-wBHyHsF-olv&ust=1548264802441662
http://stpaulsuc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/cropped-st_pauls-grande_prairie.jpg


     
 
      Baptisms 
 

               Kenzi Debra Somerville – August 25th  

               Emery Earl Bryan Chambers – September 8th  

               Dominic James Gela – November 17th  

               Laurel Marie Gela – November 17th  

               Irelynn Naomi Linton – December 22nd  

 

 

                                         
 

                                        Anne Paulovich – January 4th  

                                            Walter Edey – January 23rd  

                                        Jean White - February 5th  

                                         Mary Fletcher – March 2nd  

                                                                Frederick “Dick” Beairsto – March 11th  

                                                  Roxanne Wardrobe – April 14th  

                                         Jenny Tetreau – April 23rd  

                                          Shirley Gordey – May 14th  

                                    Jack White - June 25th  

                                                  Lorraine Waltz – February 16th  

                                            Zelda Fraser – October 9th  

                                                        James Patterson – November 15th  

                                                         Gordon Gardiner – November 23rd  

 
 
 
 
 

Weddings 
 

Carol-Lynn Pedersen and Corey Mclean – March 13th  

Jacqeline Bannach and Stuart Prysunka – September 1st  



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church  

COUNCIL 
 
 

CHAIR: Karen Scott 

PAST CHAIR: Ken Riley 

TREASURER: Martha Dawson 

SECRETARY: Valerie Jenner 

CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT TEAM: Valerie Jenner – Representative 

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM: Sharon Adams - Lead 

MINISTRY & PERSONEL TEAM: Susan McKenzie – Lead 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE: no designated Representative 

 PASTORAL CARE TEAM: Judy Barber – Lead 

PROPERTY & MAINENANCE TEAM: no designated Representative 

REGIONAL COUNCIL: Sharon Adams 

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE TEAM: Martha Dawson 

WORSHIP TEAM: Linda Wagner – Representative 

UCW TEAM: Eileen McCollum – Lead 

MEMBER-at-LARGE: Barbara Feltham-Brentnall 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Barry Edgar 

Jack Field 

Gary Kohlsmith 

Lorne Radbourne 

Jack Wearmouth 

Rev. Gord Waldie 
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MINISTER’S REPORT 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name. 

(Hymn #578 In Voices United, lyrics by Ruth Duck) 
 

An Annual Report gives us the chance to ask how our fire burnt this year. In the pages of this document 
you will hear about many things that happened within this congregation in 2019. I am not going to recap 
them. I am however going to say thank you…  
   - Thank you for all the ways you have supported the work and mission of St. Paul’s United over the 
last 12 months.  
   - Thank you for financial gifts, for hours spent sorting Garage Sale Items, for food brought to the Beef 
Dinner.  
   - Thank your for reading Scripture, or greeting on Sunday morning, or serving communion, or 
preparing post-worship coffee.  
   - Thank you for sharing your music. 
   - Thank you for leading Sunday School and Youth programming.  
   - Thank you for holding each other in prayer.   
   - Thank you for all the other ways you have helped us live out the mission we share.  
Our flame has been bright and warm as we live out our mission because of you.  THANK YOU. 
 

From a more personal level, thank you for the support offered to Patty, the girls and me last May with 
the death of my father. This is a very generous and supportive congregation and you continue to show 
that each and every month. 
 
 

We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay. 

(Hymn #578 In Voices United, lyrics by Ruth Duck) 
 

An Annual report is also a chance to look ahead. In fact, I think the main purpose of the Annual Report 
and Meeting should be to look ahead to the year(s) to some. As people who are constantly learning and 
teaching, as people sometimes walking boldly on a clear path and sometimes inching forward trying to 
find the path where will we end up this year? I firmly believe that everyone reading this (and everyone 
who is not reading this) has gifts to give, to share with us as we continue to live out our Mission and 
Vision. I invite us all to keep seeking for the best way to be who God has called us to be in the 21st 
Century. It will likely be different than who God called us to be in the years past, and that may be 
troubling. But we can seek for it together. 
 
“We are vessels made of clay.” As we move forward, we will not always get it right. I invite us to be 
ready to take risks, to allow each other to make mistakes as we seek the path that God has laid out for 
us. I think the church is meant to be an un-fired piece of pottery, so that when the need arises, we can 
be reshaped without being shattered. In the year(s) to come are we willing to let our clay be put back on 
the potter’s wheel and spun into a new shape? 
 

 
 

Cont… 



 
 

By our gentle, loving actions, we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit, we would live to God’s delight. 

(Hymn #578 In Voices United, lyrics by Ruth Duck) 
 
In his book The Phoenix Affirmations Eric Elnes includes this Affirmation: “Acting on the faith that we 
are born with a meaning and purpose, a vocation and ministry that serve to strengthen and extend 
God's realm of love.“ This, I think is our call. To me, this is what it means to say:  

Through Faith, we walk on the path that Jesus set for us. 
The people of St. Paul’s Belong…Believe…Love… Listen…Lead. 

In 2020 we will continue to share God’s love and we will continue to light God’s light shine through us. 
We will do this because it is part of our very identity, it is where we find meaning, it is our vocation. 
 
God is at work in the world. The congregation of St. Paul’s United is part of how God is at work in the 
world. It has been true in the past, it will be true in the future. I hope we can listen for God’s voice to 
guide us along. I hope that we share God’s delight as we share God’s love with each other, with 
Grande Prairie, and with the world around us. 
 

Gord 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The list of clergy, laity, students and candidates for ministry, 

 who have served us at St. Paul’s, are still remembered. Our mission continues.   

In our stewardship, we have opened our doors to countless groups and gatherings;  

each one meeting a need. 



CHAIR’S REFLECTIONS 

 

 

 

I have appreciated the opportunity to serve again, as Chair of Council for St Paul’s United 
Church.  I continue to be sincerely grateful for the work done by so many volunteers, who live 
their faith by sharing their time as members of Council, our Ministry Teams, youth leaders and 
volunteers in St Paul’s many activities and fundraisers.  It is only with the efforts of each of us 
that St Paul’s continues as a Church to grow towards: 
our Mission… Through Faith, we walk on the path Jesus set for us.   
                        The people of St Paul’s Belong…Believe… Love… Listen… Lead. 
and our Vision… Celebrating the gifts of the Spirit, we are a loving and supportive 
congregation,  
                             in service to the Church, the Community and the World through Faith. 
 
At our annual meeting, March 3, 2019, we shared congregational feedback received through our 
Visioning process.  We hope the information presented will help St Paul’s people focus on 
building on areas of strength, and also addressing areas where opportunity to enhance our 
programs and outreach were identified. Feedback identified both strengths, opportunities for 
growth, and some possible actions or solutions in the following areas:  Building capacity within 
St Paul’s; Growing the church; Fellowship; Pastoral Care; Christian Development (children, 
youth and adults); Communications within St Paul’s and in the community; Social and Financial 
Stewardship; Building strengths and maintenance; and Ministry-worship services and music. 
 
Here is what our St Paul’s community of faith focused on in 2019:  
Our Christian Development and Worship Teams organized and supported vibrant faith-building 
Sunday School, Youth & Adult learning programs and Sunday Worship services.  Our Trustees 
screened St Paul’s volunteers to ensure we provide safe and caring services.  Our Property and 
Maintenance Team kept on top of ongoing repairs and upkeep of our building.  We hosted 
events including the May Garage Sale, November Beef Dinner, Time and Talent Auction and 
Jewelry Sale and Tea. We shared fellowship at teas, potlucks and hosted luncheons.  Our 
Pastoral Care Team visited shut-in members with Rev Gord, and shared communion with 
members in long term care centres.  UCW groups continued to engage women, and welcome 
everyone to participate in bigger projects.   
  
St Paul’s Outreach Team continued to promote and coordinate St Paul’s contributions to Local 
Outreach linking with local agencies, which allow the people of St Paul’s to improve the lives of 
many.  Our Hand bell Choirs shared their music in services at St Paul’s, the Carol Festival and 
with seniors.  Our Sunday School & Senior Choirs supported worship services week by week.  
We are thankful for Val Jenner and Brenda Stouffer’s continuing leadership (40+ years!) of St 
Paul’s United Church’s CGIT and Explorers groups which welcome girls from St Paul’s and the 
community for fellowship and fun.  We passed out freezies at the Canada Day parade, and hot 
chocolate at the Santa Claus Parade, we participated in Grande Prairie’s Pride Family Carnival 
Day.  The Communications Team coordinated with Carla to design the messaging displayed on 
our LED sign, and thanks to newsletter editor Sharon Adams, shared St Paul’s activities via our 
newsletter, and on our website: www.stpaulsuc.ca   Monthly Labyrinth walks welcomed 
meditative seekers to St Paul’s. 
St Paul’s hosted many groups including: “Compassionate Friends”, a support group for people 
living and grieving the loss of children); Tai Chi; 12 Step-Groups, including Alcoholics 

http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/


Anonymous, which meet 4 times/week; & HIV North’s LGBT2Q Youth program.  We have also 
welcomed several groups to use our facility for events, workshops and meetings, such as:  
Grande Prairie Boys Choir; and Music Festival.   
 
The Ministry and Personnel Team continued to support our ministry and staff, and arranged for 
pulpit supply when Rev Gord was away.  I am very thankful for our staff: Rev. Gord, Carla and 
Ali, who are the face of St Paul’s week by week, and all our St Paul’s volunteers who share their 
time throughout the year.   
 
I believe that we do make a difference in this world, one interaction at time, as each of us 
shares our time, talents and treasure to work towards St Paul’s  Vision: … Celebrating the gifts 
of the Spirit, we are a loving and supportive congregation, in service to the Church, the 
Community and the World through Faith. 
 
I am happy to be part of St Paul’s as we continue to pursue the mission of St Paul’s church 
family as we reach out to our community and beyond…  “The people of St Paul’s Belong… 
Believe… Love… Listen… Lead.” 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
Karen Scott 
Chair of St Paul’s United Church Council 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjyx7GNwoLgAhXLsFQKHfKjAdsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kawaiifabric.com%2Fen%2Fp6127-solid-turquoise-fabric-Robert-Kaufman-USA-Turquoise.html&psig=AOvVaw1GKGqwsE-mqt5XRQ7RB5vT&ust=1548285204450482


CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Membership of this Committee throughout the 2019 year was Rev. Gord Waldie and group 

representatives – Holly Loughead (Sunday School), Janis Schau-Steinke (Youth Group), 

Valerie Jenner (CGIT) and Brenda Stouffer (Explorers). 
 

The Committee met twice this past year… January and August.  

 

April 28th was “Closing Celebration Sunday”, rather 

than “Graduation Sunday”, as there were no SS 

graduates moving up to Youth Group. This 

Committee was responsible for purchasing and 

presenting an appreciation gift to Sunday School, 

Youth Group and mid-week groups leaders, in 

gratitude for their commitment to their groups for the 

2018-2019 program year. 
 

Rev. Gord is responsible for additional Adult Education programs for the congregation.  

Although studies were planned, time was a factor for Rev. Gord and attendees and no 

programs were presented. 

 

This Committee’s Mandate is to support the children, youth and adults of St. Paul’s United, in 

their faith journeys, by providing programs and studies, assisting in leadership recruitment, and 

providing financial assistance, where necessary.  
 

We are a small committee and welcome others to join us as we look to fulfill the goals of our 

Mandate. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valerie Jenner, Team Secretary  

 
 

 

Something to think about… 

A large percentage of our current congregations  

had church upbringing as a child. 

Stop and think, then, how difficult it is for anyone over 18, who has had no 

church background, to step into our church today. 

 

 

“What is rooted in the heart  

of a child  

is almost impossible to uproot  

in the life of an adult.”  
 - Damon DeLillo 

 



COMMUNICATIONS TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINSTRY & PERSONNEL 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

The Narrative Report gives the Ministry and Personnel Committee an opportunity to thank all who 

supported the ministry of St. Paul’s in 2019 – with time, talent or financial resources.  We want to 

recognize in particular our paid Ministry personnel; Alison White, Carla Johnson and Rev. Gord.  They 

are the leaders who support and facilitate the worship, pastoral care and administration of the Church. 

We would also like to thank Linda Wagner who continues to facilitate the workings of the church and 

Laurie Anderson for his music ministry both on Sunday and in the Continuing Care services.  Laurie 

continues to rekindle our love for organ music much to the delight of the entire congregation.  Thank 

you again Laurie.  
 

During this calendar year we recognized that pulpit supply might be a challenge going forward.  We 

continue to encourage members of the congregation to develop their lay leadership skills. This past 

summer many new people stepped up to provide Worship Leadership in St. Paul’s.  Ministry and 

Personnel wants to thank the congregation for their willingness to serve and we invite others who would 

like to explore opportunities to provide pulpit supply to contact us.   Mary Blackburn and Harold Immes 

became Voluntary Associate Ministers at St Paul’s this year.   They are prepared to provide worship 

leadership and the sacraments in our Communities of Faith within the Region of Northern Spirit.    
 

We continue to review and set goals with our Ministry and Staff: 

Rev. Gord attended the Revitalize Event in Edmonton in 2019 and plans another “Rejuvenate” session 

in Saskatoon and continues to offer Bible and Book Study Sessions for the congregation.  He is 

encouraging members to participate in the service by inviting them to tell their stories about their 

connection to St. Paul’s. 

Alison White attended the Provincial Music workshop in Central Alberta.  This group continues to 

energize her and we are happy to 

support this initiative.  Her worship 

leadership skills are developing and we 

enjoy watching her continued growth in the 

Pulpit. 

Carla Johnson continues to focus on the 

Church Administrators Conference in 

Saskatoon, now  presently planning for 

2021.  This event is a great networking 

opportunity and gives her new ideas for 

managing her workload.  
 

Martha Dawson, Alison White, Carla Johnson, Nicki George, Karen Scott,  

Linda Wagner, Naomi Wiebe, Laurie Anderson and Rev Gord Waldie 

 

The United Church of Canada reorganization has eliminated Northern Lights Presbytery, its pastoral 

charges or as they are now called “Communities of Faith”. These communities are under the oversight 

of the new Region of Northern Spirit.  In November members from all the Communities of Faith 

gathered together in Spirit River to discuss strategies for staying connected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Cont… 



The Ministry Team again developed and organized a ‘Time and Talent’ fundraising Event for 2019.  

This was the second year and again was a great success. We hope that they continue this again next 

year. 
 

The Ministry and Personnel Committee would like to acknowledge Naomi Wiebe’s contribution to our 

team.  Thanks for joining us Naomi. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Susan McKenzie 

Team members, Nicki George, Martha Dawson, Dayle Field & Naomi Wiebe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPERTY & MAINTENANCE 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Members of our Committee are Neil Alstad, Tim Brown, Norm Dyck, Jack Field, Betty Grunau, Fred 

Radersma, Jack Wearmouth and Margaret Bowes.  We are sorry to lose Bruce Waldie to Airdrie. 

P&M had 7 breakfast / work meetings during the year which began with breakfast at 8 a.m. supplied by 

various members in turn. 

Each meeting involved regular chores of checking and cleaning sumps, plumbing, furnaces, taking 

recycle items for recycling and responding to various requests.  As well, we are lucky to have Jack W. 

look after all the various lighting and other electrical requests – and the mouse trapline.  Norm and Neil 

have certainly been honing their plumbing skills with all the calls regarding plugged toilet or sump 

problems.  Tim is the person called on especially for security lighting and cameras.  Jack F. does the 

annual fire alarm check for the church which would cost a lot of money if we had to call someone in to do 

that, as well as having a lot of background knowledge on the building. Fred is our contact with the Roofers 

as well as spearheading outdoor spring and fall cleanup.  Betty is our liaison person with the caretaker 

and makes note of various miscellaneous requests. We also make sure the lawns are mowed throughout 

the summer and pick up debris while we are at it. 

The whole Committee helps with picking up garage sale items (Jack Wearmouth co-ordinates this) as 

well as helping to clean up when the sale is over Saturday at noon which includes taking all the leftovers 

to various places.  There are always a lot of willing workers from the congregation for this project which 

is key to the success. 

Margaret Bowes 

 



OUTREACH TEAM 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Our Outreach Team is in a time of transition at present.  Paula Anderson has stepped down as Chair 
and there has yet to be a time when the Team can meet to name a new Chair. Paula remains a signer 
on the Outreach Account to ensure payments are made as needed. 
  
Each month, on the first Sunday, we at St Paul's take a second offering to support our local outreach 
initiatives.  We take that ministry seriously and I'm sure the people of Grande Prairie who have received 
our help are very appreciative. 
  
In 2019 we gave out $7560.00 in food/gas vouchers, down from the $9285.00 passed out in 2018. 
Everyone receiving a voucher is referred to the church by one of the other Social Agencies in town 
(Northreach, YMCA, Centrepoint etc). This is our way of ensuring that there is a need. We also helped 
one person with rent for $170.00. 
  
In November Paula contacted our partner agencies to ask what their needs were. This year for our 
Christmas Angel drive we received the following requests: 
Salvation Army: requested cash to purchase Teen gift cards and we purchased 100 $25 gift cards for 
Prairie Mall for a total of $2500.00 
  
Elders Caring Shelter:  asked us for help with Breakfast items and we collected 61 large boxes of 
Cereal, 9 large tins of Coffee and 5 large containers of Coffee Whitener. We continue to collect 
Canadian Tire money for the Shelter as well. 
  
GPRC Food Bank: suggested gift cards to Superstore that could be used for groceries or gasoline. We 
purchased 100 $25 gift cards for a total of $2500.  
  
St Lawrence Centre: We collected warm socks in preparation for the expected re-opening of the St. 
Lawrence Centre in the former Prime Realty building. As renovations happen in that building the Centre 
may come back to us with other specific requests for assistance. 
 
Having spent $5000 on gift cards for the Christmas campaign, we were overjoyed that these funds 
were returned to the account through offerings in December. 
 
Overall, this means that our Local Outreach contributed $12 730 to the lives of members of our 
community, along with gifts in kind. Together we make a real impact! 
 
Thank you for caring about our neighbours. As I said earlier, the Outreach Team is in a time of 
Transition. I invite anyone interested in being a part of this team (and hopefully one willing to chair!) to 
meet in the Library after church on Sunday March 22nd. We need someone with a heart for the 
community, willing to talk to those needing our help, and guide our funds to where they can make a 
positive impact in the lives of our neighbours and our community. 
  
Respectfully, 
Gord Waldie 
for the Outreach Ministry Team 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 

____________________________________________________________ 

 
“In a generous act of hospitality God invites us into ministry –  

How shall we then respond” * 
How HAVE we now responded… 
the whole Narrative Budget/Annual Report tells the story of our response  - thousands of volunteer 
hours, a multiple of supportive tasks done to lift up worship, Christian education, pastoral care, 
outreach, fundraising, and fellowship; and your financial contributions given to fund the mission we 
want to live out. Very Exciting! 
     
The Stewardship and Finance Team has met three times in 2019 to monitor our financial position, to 
plan for a stewardship program, and prepare the 2020 budget. 
  

A stewardship campaign was held in the fall of 2019 using the United Church resource “Called to be the 
Church – Loving Our Neighbours”. The program included loving the planet and all the things that God 
has given us; focusing on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and how to show gratitude to God by our actions 
and deeds. We are going forward in the spring and focusing on PAR to reduce the use of paper 
cheques and envelopes and to encourage consistent giving through the summer months. We will follow 
up with another Stewardship program in the fall. 
  

Your Treasurer has been providing financial reports in the Sunday bulletin in “Minutes for (financial) 
Stewardship” for the obvious purpose of keeping the Congregation informed of the financial position of 
the Church and to thank our supporters for their generosity. 
  

        Some financial numbers that might interest you for 2019: 
• Money donated though envelope giving for Mission and Service – $25,346 
• Funds raised through special fundraising projects – $24,124 
• Funds donated for local outreach through the second offering and the Christmas appeal –

$14,000 (approximately) 
• Deficit to begin 2020 – approximately $9,400 (this is very similar to 2018, a year when the 

Presbytery assessment of $7,248 was donated back) 
  

      Some “Thank You’s” (People your Treasurer can not live without) 
• The leaders on our Stewardship program: Lisa Gillis and Rev.Gord 
• Sunday counters: Sharon Adams, Mieke de Groot, Sherida Rossol, Eileen McCollum, and Lisa 
• Mentor: Doug Currie 
• CRA Charitable tax report, United Church Statistics Report, ADP payroll contact, budget 

preparation, annual financial report, and everything else asked of her: Joyce Steeves 
• S&F Team meeting facilitator and minute taker – Rev.Gord 
• Bookkeeping, monthly financial reports, and all-round helper to the Treasurer: Carla Johnson, 

Office Manager. 
    

 And quoting Lisa, “We thank everyone for their Stewardship to, and for,  
                                           all that God has blessed us with.” 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Martha Dawson, Treasurer, for the Stewardship and Finance Team 
Doug Currie, Lisa Gillis, Sherida Rossol, Joyce Steeves, and Rev. Gord Waldie 

  
• From the United Church Resource: Called to be the Church – Loving Our Neighbours. 



St. Paul’s Mission in Dollars and Sense 2020 
 

Anticipated Revenue: Mission and Service $25,000        Local Outreach $16,000 

Local Expenses to meet the mission of the Church $248,164 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              PASTORAL CARE 

 

 

The Pastoral Care Committee is a group of 4 who try to keep in touch with those members of 

our congregation who are not able to attend church. 
 

Newsletters were delivered as often as possible to help members maintain a contact. 

I mailed cards to people if I knew they are ill or had other personal issues. We provided visits 

to homes, lodges and hospital, and we delivered communion a few times with Reverend Gord. 
 

Our group is made up of Reverend Gord, Trish Larter, Naomi Wiebe and myself, Judy Barber. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit, please contact the church office at 780-532-2415 

and they will contact one of us. 
 

We would welcome new members to assist us in reaching out to more people. 
 

Judy Barber 



WORSHIP TEAM 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

One dictionary definition of “worship” is a formal or ceremonious rendering of honor and homage paid 

to God. The Worship Team strives to make this time a meaningful opportunity for all of us to pay 

homage to God. Hopefully we are meeting this objective. The committee of Reverend Gord Waldie, 

Music Director Allison White, Brenda Stouffer, Kathy Horrelt, and Linda Wagner (with communion 

preparation help from Lois Brown) would be happy to hear any feedback to make our worship here at 

St. Paul’s meet the needs of the congregation. 
 

As a committee, we meet a few times a year to plan for the seasons of the Christian calendar. We set 

the dates for communion, interview families of candidates for baptism and approve the reception of 

members by transfer or confirmation. In cooperation with the Ministry and Personnel Team we select 

pulpit supply when necessary. 
 

The committee is responsible for changing the banners, communion table runner, antependium and 

other decorative items in the sanctuary to follow the seasons of the church year. We also endeavor to 

have volunteers from the congregation take part in the service as greeters, offertory receivers, scripture 

readers, candle lighters, communion servers, power point operators and other roles to make our time of 

worship meaningful and reverent.  
 

Our budget covers expenses for candles, baptism cakes, dry cleaning church linens, communion 

elements, a program for power point graphics use, and new covers for “More Voices”. 
 

Our role on this committee is made much easier because we have such a willing congregation of 

volunteers and great leadership by Reverend Gord and Music Director Allison who keep us on task and 

motivated - many, many thanks! 
 

We always have room for more team members – want to join? 

 

 

All of my life, in every season, 

You are still God. 

I have a reason to sing. 

I have a reason to Worship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 



UCW PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 
Our UCW meetings are aimed at uniting the women of the church in having fun while expressing their 
loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ in Christian witness, study, fellowship and service. 

In February, we catered to the Presbytery Retreat on Ground hog day.  Also, Unit 2 hosted the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers with the proceeds going to the Steven Lewis Foundation to help the 
grandmothers in Africa who have been affected by Aids. This was a great time had by all while helping 
other people. 

Our “Spring Event” was a presentation by Gloria Powell and Linda Pearson about their trips to the El 
Camino trail from Portugal to Spain. Unit 1 provided the goodies.  

Our “Fall Event” was a presentation by Sandra Impey on her trip to India to train Physical Therapists. 
The pictures were very informative. Unit 2 provided the goodies. 

The Christmas potluck was well attended with a wonderful assortment of foods. The entertainment was 
a Christmas story read by Scott Maitland. 

During the year we provided lunch for funerals, visiting choirs, and various groups within the church. 
We also helped at the garage sale and beef dinner. 

Thank you to all who helped with decorating and undecorating for Easter, Thanksgiving and especially 
Christmas, setting up, preparing food and clean up at any of the various function we were involved in.  

We would welcome anyone who is interested in joining us. Unit 1 met on the 1st Wednesday at 1:15 in 
the afternoon.  Unit 2 meets on the 2nd Tuesday in the afternoon.  Unit 4 meets on the 4th Friday during 
the evening. 

The U.C.W. supplies all the coffee supplies for coffee time after church which includes coffee, tea, juice 
and any goodies which are not brought by person signed up to make the coffee. 

I would like to thank my executive and members for their assistance in keeping our UCW strong and an 
integral part of St. Paul’s. 

I would also like to thank Rev. Gord for his spiritual guidance, Allison for providing her musical talents, 
and especially Carla who keeps us informed of the needs of the community.  

 
Respectfully submitted by  
Eileen McCollum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UCW FINANCIAL REPORT/2020 BUDGET 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

 
I have the pleasure of spending most of my Sundays with the young kids of our congregation. Our 
group has around a dozen members ages 5 to 12. We have been using the Whole People of God 
curriculum this year and are enjoying the activities and stories.  
 

Alison, our leader in song and dance, created a wonderful Christmas pageant starring the Youth Group 
and supported by the Sunday School in costume. Probably one of the best pageants in my time! 
 

I have the help of some wonderful people: Sherry Alstad, Gail Schau, and Tanya Ayre, who volunteer 
their time and talents each week. I can’t thank them enough.  
 

After Christmas holidays, we relocated the meeting place for our kids from the small basement to the 
Nursery. It is a beautiful spot for us to meet, and just the right size for our group. The money raised 
from the Jewelry and Craft sale in the fall, organized by Sherry, paid for the new area rug in the space.  
 

Please feel free to come and see us in our new space. We welcome all 
who would like to share their time with us.  The big question these days 
is what to call the “Nursery “. Stay tuned  
for the results. 
 

Holly Loughead 
 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

 
I am so pleased that St. Paul’s youth group is thriving. We have a great group of 8-10 youth that show 

up in more ways than one.  They are willing volunteers, great speakers, and they participate – which I 

love.  They are musical, athletic, competitive, funny and comfortable in their own skin. We spend our 

time having fun playing games and working together; learning about each other and how to live as 

Christians in a modern world.   

In the spring, the youth group gave the congregation the gift of laughter on Hilarity Sunday, the Sunday 

after Easter, with a service full of jokes and skits, it will be hard to beat that one. On promotion Sunday 

in May, we were sad to let Lydia Steinke leave us as she graduated high school and is now off to sit in 

the pews with all the other adults at St. Paul’s, this was the first time for a while that we didn’t have any 

kids coming up from Sunday School to join us. 

December brought the annual pageant, this time the youth group were the ‘Voices’ of the pageant and 

spent the time debunking all the Christmas story myths, it was so wonderful to see how confident these 

teens are on a microphone, they weren’t even nervous!  

What’s next? We have our Sunday morning routine of learning and activities as usual. We will once 

again make our Blessing Bags in the spring and our youth service will be at the end of April as usual. 

Please feel free to pop downstairs for a visit, just make sure you bring a snack with you as an offering. 

Janis Schau-Steinke, St. Paul’s Youth Group Coordinator 



MUSIC MINISTRY 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 Music at St. Paul’s continues to be an important part of worship.  We are a congregation that 

loves to sing and appreciates music offered before, during and after Sunday service.  We excel at 

encouraging all types of musicians to share their gifts whether they are beginners or trained 

instrumentalists and we know that all ages and stages and of music learning are acceptable in the eyes 

(and ears) of God. 

 As a congregation we enjoy our favourite hymns and appreciate a melody we can lose ourselves 

in because we know it so well.  We cherish the memories that familiar tunes bring back to us.  We shared 

in a delightful service last spring when several members of the congregation introduced us to relatives 

by telling a short story about them and having us sing the hymn that they associate with their loved one.  

It was a beautiful, emotional and intimate hour spent together and I look forward to doing it again 

sometime this year!   

 We are also singers who don’t shy away from a challenge.  We are open to trying new hymns, 

changing the lyrics to an old favourite, or reaching beyond the hymnbooks available to sing a song that 

fits our worship theme that day.  We will clap, stomp, wave palm branches, drum, tilt rain sticks and even 

try “jazz hands” as the spirit moves us.  Such willingness to participate and try new ideas is MUCH 

appreciated!! 

 We are a church with a CHOIR!!!!  And for that we are thankful and proud!!  Many churches don’t 

have the numbers for a choir and so we don’t take ours for granted!  Gathering each Thursday night to 

sing is so good for the soul.  The camaraderie contributes to mental health, the learning keeps our minds 

active, the breathing is good for our lungs and combining our voices together to create something 

meaningful and beautiful feeds our spirits like nothing else can!  We invite you to join us at a rehearsal 

(Thursdays at 7:30pm in the choir room) and try it out.  We have places for all voices whether they are 

high or low.  We have room for music readers and non-music readers, for beginners and experienced 

singers and for everyone no matter where they are on their faith journey! 

 This year our music ministry will look forward to singing the anthem that Valerie Jenner “bought” 

at the Time and Talent auction last September, to hearing Laurie Anderson play on the organ with all of 

its speakers working now, to celebrating any new audio/visual equipment we might acquire for worship, 

to sharing our space with our community as they present concerts or music festival in our building, and 

most of all to sharing moments of reflection, prayer, sorrow, hope, and joy together through music.  

Endless thanks and appreciation are extended to all those who have offered music throughout 

this past year.  Whether you were filling in for me for a Sunday worship service, singing a solo 

(or duet or trio!), sharing special music this past summer, or adding an instrument to an anthem 

accompaniment I am incredibly grateful for your offering of talent and time.                            

Thank you! 

Alison White 

 



HANDBELLS 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
The Bells of St. Paul’s continues to grow in our learning and playing. We have two strong groups of 

bell players: Beginner Bells is a two octave ensemble (8 players) and Senior Bells is a four octave 

ensemble (11 players). We are fortunate that our players are very talented and that we also have 

several people who we can call upon to substitute for a ringer when someone is away.  

 

The Bells of St. Paul’s wish to convey our sincere thanks to the wonderful support to the bell program 

by the congregation. We appreciate the rehearsal and storage space, the funds for purchasing music 

and most of all for the appreciation shown whenever we play.  

 

The Bells of St. Paul’s continue to provide music for the Ministry of Music within our Church Services, 

for the Festival of Carols held at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, for Senior lodges - this year playing at 

Prairie Lakes Seniors Centre, and also at a service for those experiencing loss in their lives at Bear 

Creek Funeral Home.  

 

2019 has been a busy year of preparation, in anticipation of our first ever bell workshop to be held at St. 

Paul’s in April 2020. This will be a time of repairing and refurbishing our bells and chimes, as well as 

learning new techniques for both bell ensembles. In addition, we have been preparing a full program for 

a Bell Concert for May 30, 2020. We are really looking forward to these two events. The support from 

Council and the Congregation has been outstanding and we are very grateful for this support of our 

endeavours. Please save the date for our concert and tell your family, friends and neighbours about our 

concert - it will be a variety show of many kinds of music.  

 

In the fall of 2019, I attended a bell workshop in Sherwood Park. It was wonderful to connect with other 

bell players and directors, as well as finding new ways to introduce songs, new techniques. It is most 

difficult for our players to attend these workshops, so we are really looking forward to having a clinician 

come to Grande Prairie.  

 

Thank you to the caring people of St. Paul’s United Church.  

 

Jeannette Borstad, Handbell Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CGIT – CANADIAN GIRLS IN TRAINING 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

CHERISH HEALTH, SEEK TRUTH, KNOW GOD AND SERVE OTHERS: 

This is the basis of what CGIT is all about. This is what we try to help the girls experience, enjoy, and 

learn about. Our programming throughout the year encompasses an equal blend of each of the 

components of our four-fold Purpose.  
 

We started off the New Year with a board games evening and discussing what we want the new year to 

be like for each of us; some Tobogganing fun; “Relationship – Good or Bad?”; “Fun in the 

Kitchen” – yummy square that tasted just like a Reese’s PB cup!; Sleepover at the church; “Sewing 

Basics” with guest Sherry Alstad; Valentine’s craft – pom-pom topiary; Bible Study – “Hands”; 

Swap Night;  Friday Fun Night – 10-pin bowling; Mission Study – “Sunrise House” – raising over 

$500 with our bottle drive; “More Fun in the Kitchen” – appetizers x3; “Little White Lies”; First Aid 

– with guest Amanda Carrier from St. John’s Ambulance; Easter Craft – canvas paintings; Graduation 

“Let Your Dreams Take Flight” with 2 Grads: Caitlin Ballantyne and Shay Wyatt; and, of course, our 

Wind-Up Party with Explorers. But, wait, that wasn’t the end of our year…girls and leaders from 

Grande Prairie and Leduc were off in early May to Alberta CGIT’s Spring Camp… right here at Camp 

Tamarack! A fun weekend close to home… although the girls did miss having our always-fun ROAD 

TRIP to Camp Wohelo! 
 

Started our new year in the fall with 7 girls. Our fall itinerary is always full and very busy, consisting 

of get acquainted activities; “Let’s Talk about Stress”; Election 

of new Officers; Formal Initiation Ceremony; attended Church 

during National CGIT Week; “Retrain Your Brain”; Serve Others 

project – folded letters, stuffed & stamped envelopes for AB CGIT 

Association; Halloween Craft; attended Explorers’ ‘Neewollah 

Party’; presented the Christmas Vesper Service “Putting ‘J’ into 

Christmas” with the Explorers joining us in our choir; decorated for 

UCW Christmas Potluck; and hosted the Christmas party with 

Explorers.                                                                                                                Pres: Mackenzie Brake, Vice: Jade Peterson,                 

                                                                                                                                                                      Secretary: Miriam Waldie 
 

After ten years as Leader, we said “Good-bye” to Rachel Calhoun. She moved to Leduc the end of 

October to pursue further education and be closer to family. We will, however, see her at Camp Wohelo 

for provincial events, as she is helping lead the new CGIT group in Leduc. 
 

We pack a LOT into our time at CGIT keeping the girls entertained, educated, engaged and busy. We 

want to thank the CD Committee, UCW, alumnae and the congregation for their continued support of 

our CGIT group by contributing to our fund raisers, attending our Vesper Service, and to those who 

offer their time to help set up/take down tables for our events, and to Laurie Anderson, who was again 

our Vesper pianist/organist. We are grateful for all your financial support and your prayers. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Valerie Jenner 

 



EXPLORERS 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LABYRINTH 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Part of our Healing Ministry, the Labyrinth at St. Paul’s is based on the Labyrinth in Chartre 

Cathedral, in Chartre France, built around 1220 AD.  The St. Paul’s Labyrinth in the large 

basement was built in August 2006.  Twelve years later our Sacred Path is in great shape 

despite the many uses of our large basement –tables and chairs dragged over it, children’s 

games and many feet dancing, Beef Dinners with hundreds of folks, annual maintenance 

stripping and cleaning – it has stood up well. 

We gather monthly on a Sunday evening in Candlelight at 7 PM, September through May, to 

walk as a group grounding ourselves in God’s peace. 

The Labyrinth is an ancient meditation tool.  As we walk the single path to the centre (it’s not a 

maze with choices and tricks!), we shed our physical, emotional and spiritual worries.  Sitting in 

the centre, we meditate in the Candlelight and listen for God’s voice.  On the Path back out we 

bring with us the gifts the Labyrinth experience gives us. 

You may walk anytime the church is open.  Call the Church Office for the available times and 

check the Bulletin for monthly schedule.  

Please join us for a time of quiet meditation.   

 

Submitted by Marge Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“May all who walk the Path find Healing and Peace.” 



                                                                                    Garage Sale 

                                             

                                                      Our delegates to  

                                                          City of GP’s  

                                                    “Women of Influence” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                       EXPLORERS Halloween Fun 

 

 

                                     Jewelry & Craft Sale 

                                               and Tea 
 

                         
                      

 

 

                                                       EXPLORERS 

                                                        Celebrating 95 Years! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           Another successful Beef Supper! 



 

 
                                                                                                       And… the beef pies 

                                                                                                         afterward! YUM!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         CGIT VESPER SERVICE                                                                                         Hot Chocolate                                   

                                                                                                                              at the Santa Claus Parade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                        Christmas Carols at the   

                                                                                                        Seniors’ lodge 

 
That last little touch…  
  and we’re ready for  

        Christmas!                                                                      UCW’s Christmas Potluck 

                                                                Entertainment 

 

 
                                                                           Sunday Worship 

 

 


