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We are already a Welcoming Church. Why do we need to
be anAffirming Church?

An Affirming church is one that publicly declares their
commitment to inclusion and justice for people of all
sexual orientations and gender identities. And it is more:
Affirming churches seek to work for justice and inclusion
for all people. At the momenwe are concentrating on
sexual orientation and gender inclusivity, because we have
much to learn, but this process will take us further. What
does it mean to be justiceeeking, and inclusive?

My grandson is allergic to peanuts. As you know, some
people with peanut allergies have died from contact with
peanuts. Therefore, | am very careful about what | offer
him to eat. | used to have to read all labels when grocery
shopping, and still do have read many labels. Even ice
cream may have been in contact with peanuts or peanut

oil or made in a facility that contains peanuts! Sometimes | give up on buying a certain product because it is

too difficult to read the small print to tell whether or ndtis safe for my grandson. | am thankful for those

manufacturers that mark their products as peanut free. This marking tells me | can give these granola bars or

other products to my grandson without fear, and so | buy those particular products over andgaie.

LGBTQ?2S people have been badly hurt for many ages. Others have not understood the diversity of
creation and attacked the very soul of LGBTQ2S people. Our own United Church has struggled with diversity

for generations, and still has a longwi® go to be truly welcoming. |
know at least three dreadful stories, situations that occurred in Gran
Prairie churches, in the last few years. These voices of exclusion,
condemnation, and hatred have been loud and persistent within the
church and socty. Understandably, hurting people are very careful
where they go for nurture, and what places and people they trust.
Sometimes it is easier to avoid certain institutions, like churches, an
go repeatedly to the places that they are sure are safe, howkawéted
those places may be. (continued on page 2)

DIVERSE
INGLUSIVE
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FOR EVERYONE

Contact Info:
Office ManagerCarla Johnson
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music DirectorAlison White Web Page EditoRavid Middleton
bamwhite @telus.net dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone780-5322415 Fax: 7805389172
Website:www.stpaulsuc.ca Facebook page@stpaulsuriedgp
SummelOffice Hours: 42 and 13 - Tuesdayo Friday

Minister: Reverend GortlValdie
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca

Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.c
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10th Sharon Schellenburg 9th Jeannette Borstad
11th Nikolai Dowhy 15th Sherida Rossol
16th Colleen Wearmouth 16th Scott Maitland
27th Alec Loughead 18th Fern Zutter
29th Beryl Jones 22nd Nicki George
23rd Rachel Haines
29th Norm & Nicki George

Affirming Ministries talk about PIE. PIE means Public, limeal, and Explicit. LGBTQ2S people are
more likely to enter a space that displays the equivalent of that Nut Free symbol. In other words, a large
rainbow flag athe entrance, people wearing Affirm United buttonsTeshirts, a rainbow bannex; X
as well & other signs of inclusivity of all peoples, such as sttestand peanufree signs as appropriate, a
place for wheelchairs, marriage and baptism forms with gender inclusive language, and a visible involvement
in community projects. These are just a feigns of PIE that may be welcoming for LGBTQ2S and others
seeking a community of justice.

We have just begun this journey, ahdve a distance to travel. We have much to learn, and the Task
Force for Affirming Ministry hopes to help guide us on the way. If you are a reader, we have books to share,
and titles to recommend. We are working to bring short videos and speakers to iwausth to Zoom
platforms. It will help our planning if you are able to fill out the-pleped questionnairésee page) and
drop it through the mailbox at the church. All the committee members are available for discussions. Please
feel free to call us: &en Scott, Naomi Wiebe, Rob Smith, Jennifer Nicholson, Harold Imes, and me, Mary Faith
Blackburn.
Many Blessings, Mary

Grande Prairie Pride Society
BERVE.'S ENT S

We hope to patrticipa in the
Community Showcase at
Bowes Event Cente@Revolution Place

Saturday, Novemberl4th

11:00 amd 3:00 PM
Drop by or wait for piCtures TaR =RVl WWW.GRANDEPRAIRIEPRIDESOCIETY.COM

newsletter.

Issue 07 2020 ONov/Dec ---Page 2



Words from Gord

[ AGS Ay | yAde

Gl 2¢6 OSNEB 3I22R YR LI SFalydl
i Ber e G23SOUKSNI AY dzyAGeHeod ¢K2é$
pleasant it is talfyY mMood® ! yR ¢g2dz RyQu Al

when kindred live | i KA y 3 g SNB 0 NJzS K
TgeateEr B ARy wAIKG y26 Al A& y20G GNHSc
B i@E15 Ay dzyAdeéed LG O2dzZ R 6S | NBHAzS
GKIFIYy ¢S KIFI@S 0SSy F2NJ Ylye
3SGGAg®D a2BBS Ad Aa 0SOF dza S
YIed6S 06SOldzaS ¢ Y2yGaKa 27F R
ASLI NFGSR FNBY 2dzNJ ySAIKO2dzNESE YIFI@o0S aAYLIE S &St TA
FNBE L GKAYy]l ©S FI'NB ISieichy3a t Saa dzyAFASR Fa (GAYS =
L FY 6NRGAY3I GKAA 2y MK KS § GUIASAWY 2521ye 28Fy bRKZS Y] 6{S®
6S INB FTNBY D2RQ& 1AYRNBR f{AGAY3I AyndibayzaikKia 8¢
1Yy26 o6KIG (KSHSBaNAL G408 LKRSTWRG ¢S YILe y2aG G240l ¢
g2NRa& KIF @S | LIISEFENBR Ay GKS LJ LSNP .dzi Y& KSIFNI T2
LINPGS&ada yR OKIFffSyasa GKI G Y’IIéf)\I@)\Q:QB(LJIyS/édzyG)\K(E‘e‘éS)\
6S ty SyR NBadzZ o 2S ySSR (KS $2NIR (2 OKIy3aSs 48
gAtft YySOSNI O02YS Ay | ol ff2i 02ECD LG O02YS&a 6KSYy 6¢
lfaz 2R Y& YAWNROS GKAA O2fdzvy Aa (GKS Tl Od GKI
F2NJH YAydziSaiREEe MY nNBEFYD &S S oNHzil f 2 K2 NNRTA
FNB | £20 2F LINI@SNhE gSalORIFBSOIHYS 12F YXNVRS AVa GK2
G NFIFINBE Aa y2 Y2NB 0SOFdzaS D2RQ&a 1AYRNBR INB f AOA
WwWSYSYONIyOS 5Fe yR F 1S@ LINIL 2F (KS ftAFSK2T FI
odzi f221 G2 GKS FdzidzNBd 2SS NBO23ayATS GGKIG Ay GKS
D2RQ& YAY3IR2Y & &aKINBR o6& WS&adza 2F bllFITNBGIK | yR
f A0S fAQ@Sa T X BNH zmysaymmzmwmxsaysv @d . dzi 6S R2 Y
GKAy3a Ydzad o0S® 2SS Olys ¢S aKz2dzZ R - TTTRYYA(
¢tKAa O2YYAUYSyd G2 R2 FyR 0SS o6S GF 1 8
G2NR& dbSOSNI ldANI AWSEY SHYEH Nualyr@lﬁ 5T 82 02 Vao |
0S o8& NSlTT)\NJ{)\ya AdzLILI2 NI F2NJ GKS NR RS
a2NB® Ld YAIKEG YSIYy 6S | a1 aSNA2dz I 02c
NBaz2dzNDSa | NBE RAAGNKOdzI B RYISYK & daN S NI | A
GKS D2R 6K2 Aa 0GN¥yaFT2NX¥AyYy3d GKS g2 P YARSE
L 6StASOS unun OFly (SFOK dza lo2| 7 2 N (7
f Saazy aSNBI2yzaxye Fl OG Y20S ol & FTNPY RADAAAZ I YR
gKSY !'[[ D2RQa OKAfRNBY tA@GS (23SUKSNIAY dzyAaleo ¢
gKFG AG YSIya (2 OFNB FT2N) SIOK 20RSKZ LRI §BzA f RO 8z
ySSR G2 0SS 2Ly F2NJ 6KS SyR 2F Ylye (GKAy3a a 4S5
| 2¢ 3J22R YR LX SlILalyd A0 ¢2dzZ R 06S AT f @S I YR
GKIFG akKl LISRA 22Ny SIASREF RBAR Y | & )\yR)\dezlfé IyR I a
0S AF 4SS |ff ftAPGSR G(23SGKSNIAY dzyAideéed LYy (GKS SyR
GK2aS gK2 ¢S NBO23IYATS dzAd TWTAdzZR>SORNI d K@&aA Si P KR2 PS8
Of SFNJ GKIFIdG GKAA AyOfdzRSa GKS 2dziaARSNBSX GKS RATTS

g2NI Ra 2F talfyY mMoo O2YS (G2 Fdzf f GNUziKD

Issue 07 2020 ONov/Dec ---Page 3



from Gordd O2 y 1 QR U

D2R A& I-GQ%MIQ[CDAWQRJK)\Sa Fd $2N] o0daAfRAYy3I (GKS YAYy3IR
G2NI R® D2R Aa AYQGAGAYy3 dza 2 06S GNIYYAF2NNSRP 2 Aff
Fff D2RQa OKAfRNBY G2 fAJSyhyr dzygiitet ooiS Ko KSyKDD 2R5Q
Gord
From Social Media
J/¢ 20y @h pwdzi
Actualsentences found in church bulletins an
newsletters (please let me know if | provide
Inequality you with any bloopersij
Unequal access to : 1. 52y Qi tSG 62NNEB {Aff
opportunities b S 2. Thursday night potluck supper prayer and
i B medication to follow.

3. Remember in prayer the many wlawe sick of
our church and community.

4, C2NJ G6K2aS 2F @&2dz ¢K?
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

5. The rosebud on the altar this morning is to

Equality? announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the
. sin of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Belzer.
Evenly distributed ) ) L
tools and 6. This aftenoon there will be a meeting in the
assistance south and north ends of the church. Childrer
will be baptized at both ends.

7. Tuesday at 4 pm there will be an ice cream
social. All ladies giving milk will please come
early.

8. At the evening service tonight, the sermon

. topA O oAt f 0SS a2KFG A
Equlty listen to our choir practice.
Customioolsthat 9. Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, 3
eIy gnd : other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be
address inequality /7 . .
i used to cripple children.
10. This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs.
Fixing the Lewis to come forward ahlay an egg on the
system to offer altar.
equal access 11. Eight new choir robes are currently needed
due to the addition of several new members
Justice and to the deterioration of some older ones.
,&5 both tools 12. Evening massage6 pm
and 13. The outreach committee has enlisted 25
opportunities visitors to make calls on people whee not
afflicted with any church.

Issue 07 2020

ONov / Dec

--- Page 4



From Social Media

BefOre you buy a bunch of "stuff” for family
and friends this holiday season, try asking
them what they really NEED.

Maybe they need help with a utility bill, or a car
payment, or the rent.
Maybe they need a kid-free night, and could use a free
babysitter.
Maybe they need a night off of cooking, and could use a
homemade meal.

Maybe they need help with gas for their car.
Maybe they need a night out with friends.
Maybe they need a cup of coffee, and someone to just
listen.

Maybe they need help making the holidays bright for
their children.

Maybe they need help in some other way, but they
either don't know how to ask for help, or are
embarrassed to ask.

Maybe YOU could be the one to give them
what they really need this season, rather

than just more "stuff".
2
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1 still @an't believe
people's survival
instincts told them
to grab toilet paper.

At the store there was
a Big X by the register
for me to stand on...
I've seen too many
Road Runner cartoons
to fall for that one.

T THEY SAID A MASK |
AND GLOVES WERE
ENOUGHTO GO TO

| THE GROCERY STORE

THEY LIED,
EVERYBODY ELSE
. HAD CLOTHESON

Keep in mind, even
dunng a pandemnc,
no matter how much
ate You C i
ings wi
your earring

fit.

Having some states lock
down and some states
not lock down is like
having a peeing section
in a swimming pool.

The dumbest thing

I've ever purchased
was a 2020 planner.

The buttons on my
jeans have started
social distancing
from each other.

If 1 had only known in
March it would be my

| last time in a restaurant, 8

1 would have ordered

il dessert.

Until further
notice, the :
days of the week [
are now called,
thisday, thatday,
otherday,
someday,
yesterday, today |
& nextday. 1

When Does Season

TWO of 2020 Start? |
I Do Not Like Season |
ONE. Lt

Ineverthoughtthe
comment ‘%
“Iwouldn'ttouch
him/her witha 6 foot |
pole” would becomea |
national policy,but
here we are
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