St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6
HAPPY NEW YEAR !
Today is the advent of a new year in the
Christian liturgical calendar. We begin the
church year with a season of Advent…as we
wait for the arrival of the Christ Child. It is
generally a time when we slow down and wait
and ponder anew about the time long ago when
a little baby came into the world and
transformed the world of his time and all future
time.
What are you wanting this season to be the
start of – do you have spiritual resolutions you’d
like to consider at the start of this new Christian
year?
The thing I am most looking forward to as we
kick off this new Christian year is the music.
There is something so joyful and familiar about
the songs of Christmas. While bemoaning the
missed Christmas choir party on our choir
facebook group Doug gave us something to
look forward to… “I’m thinking a Christmas
BBQ in June or July with carols around a fire pit
or on the deck….we could freak out the
neighbours.” So I suggested we should do that
on the lawn at the church too and invite the
town to join in – what do you think St. Paul’s family ..want a Christmas in July BBQ??
My family started trying to pick a date for our Indian rice and curry Tiessen’s Christmas gathering…to
be held on ZOOM this year like we did with my sister’s 80th birthday. I’m hoping we’ll see more family
this time around and the cousins will get to see each other although they are spread from Halifax to
Vancouver Island. The extended family may not partake of Indian food, but my siblings and I sure
will. My wish for my St. Paul’s family at the start of this new year is that we will grow stronger, closer,
and be filled with Hope, Peace, Love and Joy as we journey through this strange new world we’re
living in.
Blessings for the New Year, Sharon Adams (Editor)
Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Summer Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Tuesday to Friday
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Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca

JANUARY

DECEMBeR
9th

Jeannette Borstad

4th

Donna Radbourne

15th

Sherida Rossol

8th

Norma Grimm

16th

Scott Maitland

11th

Linda Wagner

18th

Fern Zutter

14th

Cam Loughead

22nd

Nicki George

18th

Madison White

23rd

Rachel Haines

19th

June Powell

29th

Norm & Nicki George

26th

Amy Wyatt

THEME suggestions for the 2021 newsletters?
Vision Statement/ Climate Change / Indigenous
issues…..Do you have any thoughts ???

Visit the website
Download the catalogue

LOOKING for
a new way to
get exercise ??
Are there any other folks out there that are
not good at getting up off the couch on
their own but would be interested in joining
in with others if we could get a group
started? I was thinking of names like….
Walk ‘n’ Talk
or Stroll for Heart ‘n’
Soul but we can decide together if there
others interested.
I’m not currently a walker so it would need
to be a group that may have to start slow
as we build up stamina, muscles and lung
capacity.
It could be a mall crawl in winter weather if
we just wanted some place to start without
slip sliding around town.
The time of day and frequency could be
negotiated depending on those interested.
This is just to get the conversations
started.
If you would be interested please contact
me sharad2224@yahoo.ca
587-2971570
and we’ll see where it leads.
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From Moderator Richard Bott

Moderator Richard Bott’s Advent Message
(In video or you can read the message here)
Hello, my name is Richard Bott. I’m the
Moderator of the United Church of Canada. At
the moment, I am preparing to move from one
home to another. Yes, in the midst of a
pandemic. Why, because it’s necessary. I have
no choice. It’s difficult. I want to do all the things
now, all things at the same time, all the things:
wash the walls, paint the walls, buy the boxes,
Watch the video
fill them up, transfer my internet connection, give
things away, recycle things, throw other things away. Right, find a place to live. I want to do all the
things at the same time, right now but it’s impossible. You see, this is my reaction to stress. I try to do
all the things at the same time and when I can’t I freeze. I get stuck.
But listen, for every thing there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be
born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted, a time to kill and a time
to heal, a time to break down and a time to build up, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to
mourn and a time to dance, a time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together, a time to
embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to seek and a time to lose, a time to keep and a
time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to sew, a time to keep silence and a time to speak, a
time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. These are the words of Qoheleth
in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
The advent season is not just a time of waiting. It’s a time of preparation, when we prepare for a baby
coming, like Jesus. For a move like mine, we have to remember that there are important things and
less important things and we have to remember that there is a time for everything in it’s order. There
are times when we need to take a moment to discern that order with God before we’re able to act. We
have to move one step at a time without fear, without worry because God is here. God is with us. God
is with all of this wounded world. That’s the Christmas message isn’t it. In good times and bad, in life,
in dath, and in life beyond death, God is with us.
Advent, especially this Advent, can be a time for us to stop and remember that. Advent and Christmas
will be different this year from any other most of us have known. We will need to limit our movements
to keep our physical distance, to cover our faces. None of these things make our celebrations easier
but they are necessary for our health and the life of our neighbors. Perhaps the distance this
pandemic brings can allow us to prepare our spiritual life, our interior life for the coming of the Christ
child one step at a time each in it’s order.
May the peace of Christ be with you now and every day to come.

If you did not receive a copy of Pastor Gord’s Pastoral letter and want to make sure you are on the
email list for the next one, please let the Church office know how to contact you. 780-532-2415
If you’d like to read or re-read it now it has been posted on the top of the “Our Minster” page.
Or you can click the link here to open it….. Advent Pastoral Letter from Gord.
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From Social Media

You are invited

A Tale of Two Farming Women

From Social Media
Looking for a new place for lunch downtown?
It sounds good, so thought I’d share in case
someone has a chance to check it out.
Hi Everyone, I am opening up
Cindy's Bistro & Baking
in the Ernie Radbourne Pavilion in Muskoseepi Park,
I will be open the same hours as the Pavilion, 7 days
a week , Everything is homemade .
For the baking I will have pies, breads, buns,
cupcakes, birthday cakes, cheesecakes, cinnamon
buns and a whole lot more.
For the Bistro I will have real roast beef, roast
turkey, and baked ham sandwiches on fresh
homemade bread.
100% Burgers on homemade buns. and fresh cut
home fries or poutines.
2 homemade soups (1 cream and 1 broth ) made
fresh daily .
Fresh homemade comfort food that has no
preservatives. back to eating the way our ancestors
did !! Hope to meet new people everyday!!

Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 7 pm
Online via ZOOM
Imagine the Advent story of Mary and her
cousin Elizabeth meeting up to share their
common mission. You are invited to join in
a virtual screening of the documentary
‘Common Strength’ - the story of two
women inspired by hope who do the hard
work of feeding their families. The film
follows Colleen Dyck, a farmer from
Niverville, Manitoba, who travelled to
western Kenya to live and work alongside
small-scale farmer Lucy Anyango. The
screening will be followed by a time of
conversation with Colleen Dyck, Wangui
Gitai (World Renew Kenya staff in Nairobi)
and the film's producer, Meagan
Silencieux.
Register in advance to receive the Zoom
link
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Let the green and
growing arise in us, to
break through the hard
and unyielding

Posted by Rob Fennell

From Social Media

From Social Media

(Posted on facebook by a friend – I don’t know the writer)

ballroom where she had gone dancing as a girl.
Sometimes she'd ask me to slow in front of a
particular building or corner and would sit
staring into the darkness, saying nothing.
As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon,
she suddenly said, 'I'm tired. Let's go now'.
We drove in silence to the address she had
given me. It was a low building, like a small
convalescent home, with a driveway that
passed under a portico.
Two orderlies came out to the cab as soon as
we pulled up. They were solicitous and intent,
watching her every move. They must have been
expecting her.
I opened the trunk and took the small suitcase
to the door. The woman was already seated in a
wheelchair.
'How much do I owe you?' She asked, reaching
into her purse.
'Nothing,' I said
'You have to make a living,' she answered.
'There are other passengers,' I responded.
Almost without thinking, I bent and gave her a
hug. She held onto me tightly.
'You gave an old woman a little moment of joy,'
she said. 'Thank you.'
I squeezed her hand, and then walked into the
dim morning light.. Behind me, a door shut. It
was the sound of the closing of a life..
I didn't pick up any more passengers that shift. I
drove aimlessly lost in thought. For the rest of
that day, I could hardly talk. What if that woman
had gotten an angry driver, or one who was
impatient to end his shift? What if I had refused
to take the run, or had honked once, then driven
away?
On a quick review, I don't think that I have done
anything more important in my life.
We're conditioned to think that our lives revolve
around great moments.
But great moments often catch us unawarebeautifully wrapped in what others may consider
a small one.

I arrived at the address and honked the horn.
After waiting a few minutes I honked again.
Since this was going to be my last ride of my
shift I thought about just driving away, but
instead I put the car in park and walked up to
the door and knocked.. 'Just a minute',
answered a frail, elderly voice. I could hear
something being dragged across the floor.
After a long pause, the door opened. A small
woman in her 90's stood before me. She was
wearing a print dress and a pillbox hat with a
veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940's
movie.
By her side was a small nylon suitcase. The
apartment looked as if no one had lived in it for
years. All the furniture was covered with sheets.
There were no clocks on the walls, no
knickknacks or utensils on the counters. In the
corner was a cardboard box filled with photos
and glassware.
'Would you carry my bag out to the car?' she
said. I took the suitcase to the cab, then
returned to assist the woman.
She took my arm and we walked slowly toward
the curb.
She kept thanking me for my kindness. 'It's
nothing', I told her.. 'I just try to treat my
passengers the way I would want my mother to
be treated.'
'Oh, you're such a good boy, she said. When
we got in the cab, she gave me an address and
then asked, 'Could you drive through
downtown?'
'It's not the shortest way,' I answered quickly..
'Oh, I don't mind,' she said. 'I'm in no hurry. I'm
on my way to a hospice.
I looked in the rear-view mirror. Her eyes were
glistening. 'I don't have any family left,' she
continued in a soft voice..'The doctor says I
don't have very long.' I quietly reached over and
shut off the meter.
'What route would you like me to take?' I asked.
For the next two hours, we drove through the
city. She showed me the building where she
had once worked as an elevator operator.
We drove through the neighborhood where she
and her husband had lived when they were
newlyweds She had me pull up in front of a
furniture warehouse that had once been a

PEOPLE MAY NOT REMEMBER EXACTLY
WHAT YOU DID, OR WHAT YOU SAID
~BUT~THEY WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER
HOW YOU MADE THEM FEEL.
Thank you, my friend...
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but
while we are here we might as well dance.
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Where’s the Beef Dinner? Event
The Waldie’s cooking up a some fun

The Riley family “Where’s the Beef Dinner? Event. A crazy fun
Time with a trivia quiz
for kids! (what’s the
name of the famous
sea monster in
Scotland?)

.
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From the Affirming Task Group
DEFINITIONS
As we continue on our affirming journey we hear and read terms and acronyms with which we are
not familiar, or whose meaning is not clear to us. The following list will hopefully provide some clarity.
Gender
Refers to how others see you / what you
show to others
Gender Identity
Refers to how you see yourself on the
gender spectrum
Sexual Orientation
Refers to a person’s romantic or sexual
attraction

Cisgender
Refers to someone whose gender
identity conforms with the one that they
were assigned at birth
Non-binary
An umbrella term used by those who do
not identify as male or female

LGBTQIA2S+
Lesbian
Refers to a woman whose sexual
orientation is to women
Gay
Although it has been used to refer to a
man who is attracted to another man, it is
more commonly used these days as an
umbrella term for those who are attracted
to the same gender or gender identity
Bisexual
Refers to those whose sexual and/or
romantic attraction is to both male and
females
Transgender
Refers to those whose gender identity
does not conform with the gender they
were assigned at birth

Intersex
Refers to people who may have atypical
combinations of physical features that
usually distinguish female from male
Asexual
Refers to a person who does not
experience sexual attraction or desire.
The person may or may not have
spiritual and emotional attraction to
others.
Two-Spirit (2S)
Refers to First Nations people who fulfill
one of many mixed or cross-gender roles
found traditionally among many
indigenous groups. It came from the
1990 North American/First Nations gay
and lesbian conference in Winnipeg,

+

Queer
Used to be a derogatory term but
nowadays refers to those who do not
conform to traditional gender or sexual
stereotypes,or roles e.g Queer Studies
university programs or Queer Theology
Questioning
A word often used by youth who are in
the process of discerning their gender
identity and sexual orientation

(the Plus sign)
Acknowledges that this list is not
exhaustive. Gender identity and sexual
orientation are complex issues and our
understanding of them continues to
evolve and be fine-tuned.

As always, if you have any questions,
comments or concerns please contact one of
the Affirm Task Group members: Karen Scott,
Naomi Wiebe, Mary Blackburn, Rob Smith,
Harold Imes, or Jenny Nicholson
Submitted by Jenny Nicholson
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From the Affirming Group (cont’d)
I set out my Christmas nativity scenes this evening. Today is November 20th, a day of remembrance
for transgender persons who have been murdered or have experienced violence because of their
gender identity.
>

This date has made me see with “new eyes” the first nativity scene I
purchased , back when Josh was just a baby. It was inexpensive,
made of plastic ... with Baby Jesus in a PINK(!) shirt
.
>

I’m learning about gender identity this year and am grateful to be part
of the Affirming task group at St. Paul’s United church. This year I’m
seeing this nativity scene through new eyes... as an opportunity for
insight, rather than judging the pink shirt as a “mistake”.
>

I find comfort in the words “created in God’s image”. I believe each of
us is a child of God, (use whatever name speaks to you: the Eternal,
Light , Love, the One...) created in the image of the Eternal. At the
core of our Christian nativity narrative, is a baby who could well have
been cast out. A child born to a young, unwed mother, who fled with
family and found refuge and safety in a foreign land, thereby avoiding death by imperial forces.
>

I feel we are called to create a safe place at St. Paul’s for all seekers. In order to accomplish this, we
need to explicitly state that all are welcome... in this case: people of all gender identities and sexual
orientation. (If we’re afraid to state it explicitly, how can we expect our siblings in this human family,
to risk rejection and/or violence in their search for authentic, spiritual community?)
>

Today I’m seeing the world through new eyes. Baby Jesus’ pink shirt is not a mistake! It is a signal of
potential for change and growth. I’m grateful for folks at St. Paul’s who are willing to think, question,
learn and grow, even though it sometimes pushes us outside our comfort zone.
>

I’m grateful for those who are brave enough to share their struggles and triumphs in seeking to live
their lives authentically, embracing their gender identity and sexual orientation. They do this even
though they are part of a minority, and our cultural norms encourage them to deny or hide that part
of themselves. They are my heroes.
>

I hope that St. Paul’s will continue to move forward, step by step, becoming a visible, safe place in
this fractured world, for each of us to explore our spirituality. A place where everyone can live their
lives being authentic to who they are, inside and out!
.
Karen Scott
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Where’s the Beef Dinner? Event
Beef supper 2020 virtual style.
We took our 2020 Beef/turkey dinner, on the road, in fact, all the way
down to Lethbridge.
Sonia and her boyfriend Matt came from Calgary, as did Kendra and
her cat Latte. Rachel and Bruce from Grande Prairie.
Our family finally got to sit down together at one long table in Kevin and
Alex’s recently purchased home in West Lethbridge.
I am so thankful we where able to be together and share not only in a
meal ( with pie) but also share in the giggles, games and goofiness that
comes from being family.
As we move into the Christmas season
we wish you all peace ,hope, and joy.
God Bless
Rachel, Bruce, Sonia, Kendra, and Kevin

Our church has an annual beef dinner ...but not
this year. Here we are at a small cohort gathering
enjoying dinner complete with local 4H beef
(Is that Norman Dyck I see reflected in the door?)

Susan McKenzie shared these photos…no fair
– hiding when the pictures are being taken Susan !!
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Where are they and what are they up to now?
Flora Steinke
I am attending grade nine at Charles Spencer. I am enjoying being at a
new school and making lots of new friends. I participated in cross country
running this fall. I am patiently waiting for the pool to reopen so I can
continue my lifeguarding exam path. I am trying to stay positive about the
world we are living in and really looking forward to Christmas. I hope you
are all keeping safe and wearing your masks!
Flora Steinke
My name is Hadley Gillis and this summer I
celebrated my 10th birthday.
Instead of presents everyone donated money, so I could help In the Woods
Animal Rescue. My mom's office matched the amount that I had, so we
gave twice as much. This year I have four teachers, and I am learning
trombone, and how to speak french. I have a computer now, so I can work
from home if I have too. My mom got engaged, so I have a new dad.

We moved to Edmonton 6 months ago and
can hardly believe it has been half a year. We
are pleased with our new home and are adjusting pretty well to the city.
We live on the edge of a ravine and have a walking path right here so it
is not city living without nature.
We do miss church and hope to get back into attendance when it
seems safe. Having our kids here is awesome and we carefully get
together.
All the best to the St. Paul’s congregation and see you when we are
back in town.
Cheers Sherry and Neil Alstad

Where’s the Beef Dinner? Event

Grace can be found here
The theme of the dinner I hosted on ZOOM was “Where’s the Beef?” All participants contributed
cow trivia, farm related jokes, and laughs and it broke up when the Affirming Task group joined us on
ZOOM for their meeting. It was a wonderful time of getting to know a little more about some great
people. Thanks for a fun dinner!.
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 Remembering with Love 
Mary Claire Beach (nee Garnett)

1932 – Nov. 14th, 2020

It is with great sadness the family announces the passing of Mary Claire
Beach on Saturday, November 14, 2020 at 88 years of age.
She will be dearly missed by her children, Susan, Ann (Peter) and David
(Mary Cris); grandchildren: Sarah (Barry), Curtis, Chezka and William;
great grandchildren: Levi, Sam, Matthew, Norah; as well as numerous
relatives and friends.
Claire was predeceased by her spouse, William Walter “Bill” Beach in
2008; son, Peter Beach in 1993; brothers, Louis (Wilma) Garnett and Leslie
(Eileen) Garnett.
Mary Claire Garnett was born in 1932 to Albert and Mary Kathleen Garnett
in Moncton and grew up in Halifax. She married Bill Beach, raised a family
of four children and was active in the United Church as a minister’s wife. After moving to Edmonton
in 1970, Claire went back to school for a Bachelor of Social Work and enjoyed a full-time career for
several years. Claire made many lifelong friends, starting in elementary school, and kept in touch.
Colleagues and friends often turned to her for perspective as a loyal and wise mentor. Bill died in
2008, and Claire has continued to enjoy her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren, all
living nearby in St. Albert and Edmonton.
A Private Family Service will be held. Cremation has taken place.
In lieu of flowers, Memorial Donations may be made in Claire’s name to a charity of one’s choice.
To send condolences please go to Connelly-Mckinley.com here

Doreen Ursula Lewis (nee Walker)
July 23, 1924 – November 18th, 2020
Doreen Ursula Lewis, resident of Grande Prairie, AB, formerly of
Calgary, AB, passed away on Wednesday, November 18, 2020, at the
Grande Prairie Care Centre at the age of 96 years.
Doreen was born July 23, 1924, in Campbell River, BC. She was then
raised on Quadra Island, BC. She attended the University of British
Columbia to become a nurse, but was sidetracked by tuberculosis. That
is when she met her husband Dick. They were married in Vancouver in
1946. They settled in Calgary, where they had their two children.
Ursie had a love for music, gardening and most of all her family. She
was a true believer in the goodness of everyone. Ursie was very active
in Genealogy, loved singing in choirs, and enjoyed spending time with her family. We have really
enjoyed having her here in Grande Prairie the last 16 years after her husband passed.
She will be sadly missed by her son Fred (Janie) Lewis; grandchildren Tim (Brenda) Lewis and
Joline (Robert) Luke, and Sukey Lewis; great-grandchildren: Tim Luke, Kori Luke, Jordyn Cote, and
Atticus Lewis.
Ursie was predeceased by her parents; husband Dick Lewis; daughter Cathy Lewis; and her sisters
Phyllis and Joy.
She will be sadly missed by everyone who knew her.
A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date.
Memorial donations may be made to a charity of one’s choice.
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United Church News
Gertrude Fefoame, who is visually impaired, explains how
COVID-19 affects people with disabilities in a webinar
supported through Mission & Service
COVID-19 safety protocols can save lives, but only for
those who can access them. Staying home is an
inconvenience for some, but it can be a nightmare for
those who rely on a support network that must enter their
home. Masks prevent the spread of the virus, but they can
also present significant barriers for those who need to read
lips to communicate.
These and other challenges that COVID-19 heightens for
disabled people around the world were highlighted in a recent, ground-breaking webinar hosted by
the Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network (EDAN) of the World Council of Churches. The
webinar is the first of a free, upcoming series of webinars through the World Council of Churches
aimed at raising awareness of the issues and challenges faced by a variety of groups because of
COVID-19. Get the full story!
The webinar is the first of a free, upcoming series of webinars through the World Council of
Churches aimed at raising awareness of the issues and challenges faced by a variety of groups
because of COVID-19.
As the pandemic continues, more and more people will need our help. In 2019, a quarter of the
global population experienced hunger or did not have access to nutritious food. That’s 1 in 4 people!
And now the UN predicts that because of the pandemic, that number could rise by 12‒19 percent.
Mission & Service gifts support people who rely on food banks, shelters, and emergency relief at
home and abroad. Now more than ever, those of us who have enough to share need to do what we
can to help.
Historic Declaration to Become an Anti-Racist Church
On Saturday October 24, 2020 the Commissioners of the 43rd General Council voted to declare the
denomination to become an anti-racist church. “This doesn’t mean we have
achieved this goal,” explains the Moderator, the Right Rev. Richard Bott, “but
we are taking a stand and saying we are publicly committed to eliminating
systemic racism from our practices and policies.”
As part of the work to become an anti-racist denomination, one of the last
actions of outgoing General Secretary Nora Sanders was to create a new AntiRacism and Equity Officer position in the General Council Office. We're very
pleased to announce that Adele Halliday will be taking on this role. Adele has
been deeply engaged in related work in the Church in Mission Unit these past
few years, and has worked within the United Church since 2004.
As well as business, there was also cause for celebration at the meeting,
where new General Secretary, the Rev. Michael Blair, was covenanted into
his new role. For the last eight years, the Rev. Blair has been serving in the
General Council Office, Toronto, as the Executive Minister, Church in Mission
Unit, which maintains the relationships with overseas partners, develops faith
formation resources for the church and initiates advocacy campaigns for the
denomination. Welcome, Michael!
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United Church News (cont’d)
United Church Focus Group
We admit that we call this group the ‘change the world focus group’.
Seems like a great name as there are lots of things that need your
feedback!
• What types of services should Buying United be offering?
• What do you think about some of the Embracing the Spirit
projects?
• What new supports or programs are there that should be
[Photo by Emily Morter on Unsplash]
considered?
• And much more; we don’t even know yet what questions you will be asked over the next year!
This is not a lot of work. You receive an email and decide if you wish to engage. You can reply to
emails with your feedback. You can respond to survey links that will be included. You can show up
for a presentation and then give your feedback. Or you can ignore the email if you aren’t interested
in the topics/questions that were posed that month!
If you're interested in being part of this ongoing focus group, let us know at carla@edge-ucc.ca!
Northern Spirit Regional Council News
If you’d like to read the November Newsletter from the Council Executive you can do so here.
Anti-Racism Resource List from Trinity United Church, Edmonton - The good people of Trinity
United put together a list of anti-racism resources they’ve found helpful in their anti-racism work.
This list is a permanent work in progress and will be updated as new resources are found. Consider
which ones would offer both space and a challenge to your community of faith.
Opportunities to Serve the Regional Council - The Nominations Committee is looking for people
from throughout the Northern Spirit region to fill vacancies on the Executive, and the Commissions,
Committees and Task Groups. A list of the 2020-2021 leadership, including vacancies, has been
posted to the Regional Council web site, and updates will be posted as they happen. Please check
out the “Get Involved” page. If you, or someone you know, is interested in playing a role as our
Regional Council continues to develop its mission and ministry, please contact the Regional Council
Office: northernspirit@united-church.ca. There are many opportunities. Where do you feel called to
serve?
Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble: Kitchen Sink Open Conversation Series
The final event in this series, Tuesday, December 1, 4:30-6:00 PM (MST), will focus on Global
partners and LGBTQIA+ rights. Full information on the series is here.
Mass Hysterical, a Comedic Cantata - Tue., Dec. 15, 6:00 p.m.
(MST), Comedy icon Colin Mochrie hosts Mass Hysterical, a
Comedic Cantata. This video celebrates more than 1000 years of
ecclesiastical music, taking a satirical, but loving, look at the repertoire,
the composers, the personalities, and even the congregations
themselves, beginning somewhere in the 8th Century. Mass Hysterical
Chorus. The cantata is presented by the Kingston Road Village Concert
Series in conjunction with Kingston Road United Church, Toronto; Emmanuel United Church,
Waterloo; and St. John’s United Church of Georgetown and Glen Williams. For more information or
to purchase tickets for this fundraiser, visit: https://sidedooraccess.com/artists/MassHysterical.
You can check out the trailer here: www.youtube.com other shows https://sidedooraccess.com/home
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Northern Spirit Regional Council News
St. Andrew’s College Winter 2021 Courses Feeling cooped up? A little bit of cabin fever? Is your
mind feeling numb and blank? Forget COVID ... you may be experiencing Theology-Deficit
Syndrome! St. Andrew’s College in Saskatoon has just what the doctor ordered: a panoply of winter
courses. Perfect for these pandemic times, the College is offering all of its courses online, so you
can participate without having to leave the comfort and safety of your home. This winter, course
offerings include preaching, Christian education, United Church history theology and polity, and
Race Colonialism Canadian identity and Intercultural Ministry.
And audit fees are half-price! For more information or to register, please visit the College web site:
https://stu.usask.ca/standrews/students/course-listings/current-courses.php.
Invite a Global Speaker to your Worship or Community of Faith
People in Partnership invites you to learn more about the work and mission of partners around the
world by inviting an individual to come and share their stories with United Church of Canada
communities of faith. Find out more about these pilgrims, companions, co-workers and learners
here. Although speakers are grouped by region, many are available to be present and share
remotely with your community of faith online. Please contact pip@united-church.ca to invite a
speaker.

KIDS IN CHURCH:
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. The boys began to argue
over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.. “If
Jesus were sitting here, He would say, “Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.” Kevin
turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”
A father was at the beach with his children when the four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his
hand, and led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. “Daddy, what happened to
him?” the son asked. “He died and went to Heaven,” the Dad replied. The boy thought a moment
and then said, “Did God throw him back down?”
A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their six-year-old daughter and
said, “Would you like to say the blessing?” “I wouldn’t know what to say,” the girl replied. “
Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the Mom answered. The daughter bowed her head and said,
“Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?”

Three sisters age 92, 94 and 96 live in a house together.
One night the 96 year old draws a bath, puts her foot in
and pauses. She yells down the stairs, "Was I getting in or
out of the bath?" The 94 year old yells back, "I don't know,
I'll come up and see." She starts up the stairs and pauses,
then she yells, "Was I going up the stairs or coming
down?" The 92 year old was sitting at the kitchen table
having tea listening to her sisters. She shakes her head
and says, "I sure hope I never get that forgetful." She
knocks on wood for good measure. She then yells, "I'll
come up and help both of you as soon as I see who's at
the door."
(this sounds like something that could happen with my sisters

)
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Around Town / Online events
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting - Live Stream Santa Claus is
coming to town- and Mayor Bill Given is joining him!
Join us here or on the Grande Prairie DownTown Association
Facebook Page
Sunday Nov. 29th, 2020 at 6 p.m. for a livestream of the Mayor's
official Christmas tree lighting followed by a special message from
Santa himself.
There will be no in-person event this year but we look forward to
carrying on this annual holiday tradition in a format that everyone
can enjoy from the comfort of their own homes..
This is the Grande Prairie Farmer's Market ONLINE Christmas Show.
Connect with vendors here and stay tuned for more information!
Market Hours are:
Dec 3rd 12-9pm
Dec 4th 12-9pm
Dec 5th 10-6pm
Vendors are available during these hours by their chosen method of communication!
Thank you for everyone's patience as we work to get this market online!
Christmas Candlelight Service - Sun., Dec 6, 2020 at 7 PM MST
At Oliver’s Funeral Home, we recognize that after the loss of a
loved one, the season of light and song can be touched with a
bittersweet sadness. The lighting of candles and singing of carols
has long been a powerful symbol of remembrance. It is our hope
that this simple, time-honoured gesture may provide a way of
healing the past and bringing music back into your hearts.
This year, our service will be online in order to keep everyone
safe while allowing as many people to participate as possible. To have your loved one included in
the video tribute, register at oliversfuneralhome.com/christmas by November 30th
The Centre for Creative Arts Christmas Show and Sale – 14 Days – various times
Sat., Dec. 5, 2020 at 12 pm – 4 pm through to Wed., Dec 23, 2020 – 12:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Join us for The Centre for Creative Arts' Annual Christmas Show and Sale! Discover a plethora of
locally made handcrafted art, craft and gift items that are sure to please everyone on your list!
Multiple days make social distancing easy! Please wear a mask and sanitize your hands! Thank you!
Global Pandemic - Is Faith at Odds with Science? - Tue., Dec. 8, 2020 at 6 PM – 7:30 PM MST
The World Religions Conference (WRC) organized by Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamā‘at (www.alislam.org)
is a multi-faith event which brings together scholars from the world’s major religions and
philosophical traditions to speak on a common topic from the point of view of their respective
traditions.
At Peace River, Grande Prairie, Dawson Creek and surrounding Communities , this event is usually
held at in-person in the the community. This year the event is being held online on the topic of
‘Global Pandemic – Is Faith at Odds with Science ’
Handel's Messiah - A Free Virtual Sing-along Sat., Dec 19th, 2020 AT 12 PM MST
A virtual singalong featuring excerpts from the 2019 performance of the Hudson Valley Philharmonic
and Cappella Festival, with lyrics on the screen and commentary by Guest Conductor Christine
Howlett.
Made possible through the generous support of Rhinebeck Bank, the Dr. Edwin Ulrich Charitable
Trust, the Bruderhof and WMHT FM 89.1 Schenectady and WRHV
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Around St Paul’s
St Paul’s Angel Campaign 2020
Each year during Advent we make a push on our Local Outreach efforts to
support our local partners. One of the realities of COVID-tide is that collecting
“things” is more problematic than other years, and also we are all being
encouraged to limit our trips to stores anyway. So this year we are encouraging
people to make gifts of cash marked for Outreach and we will pass those on to
the Food Bank, St. Lawrence Centre and to the Elders Caring Shelter.
Many thanks for your ongoing support of our Outreach Ministry.

Looking for an Alternate way to buy
Christmas gifts?
Want to use your Christmas money to
help make a change in the world?
Check out the United Church’s new Gift
Catalogue Gifts With Vision in the foyer
or find it on-line at
https://www.giftswithvision.ca
Other good suggestions for shopping this
year and any year really….
Shop at local retailers rather than online
Shop the small independent retailers
rather than the chains (even small
purchases make a difference)

Before you buy a bunch of “stuff” for family
and friends,
try asking they what they REALLY NEED.
Maybe you can help with a utility bill, car
payment or rent.
Offer a kid-free night, and free
babysitting.
Coupons for a home made meal (to be
arranged)
Gas for their car
A cup of coffee and someone to listen.
Maybe they need help with gifts for their
children this year.

Sunday November 29th we will have
our first live-streamed service. You
should find the service at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
C-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw on
Sunday mornings. HOORAY!!!!!
The service will also be recorded so
that if something goes wrong with
the live stream it can be uploaded
later.
NEEDED: A/V Trainees willing to
learn how to run the equipment to
livestream the service and/or
manage the PowerPoint during the
service. It is all at the back of the
sanctuary now…so no up front
seating necessary now
Please let Gord and / or Carla know
if you are interested.in learning the
ropes.
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For every $100.00 you spend
In a chain store $57.00 leaves
the community.
For every $100.00 you spend
in a local store $only $27.00
leaves the community.
For each million in sales a
“Walmart” will give $ 1000.00
to local charities;
locally owned businesses give
$4000.00.
https://ced.msu.edu/upload/rep
orts/why%20buy%20local.pdf

From Social Media
Charlie Chaplin lived 88 years
He left us 4 statements:
(1) Nothing is forever in this world, not even our problems.
(2) I love walking in the rain because no one can see my tears.
(3) The most lost day in life is the day we don't laugh.
(4) Six best doctors in the world...:
1. The sun
2. Rest
3. Exercise
4. Diet
5. Self-respect
6. Friends
Stick to them at all stages of your life and enjoy a healthy life...
If you see the moon, you will see the beauty of God...
If you see the sun, you will see the power of God...
If you see a mirror, you will see God's best creation. So believe it.
We are all tourists, God is our travel agent who has already identified our routes, bookings and
destinations... trust him and enjoy life. Life is just a journey! Therefore, live today!
Tomorrow may not be.

Thank you to our banner creators.
We can decorate more than just
the sanctuary with your beautiful
creations.
I know all the advent candles
shouldn’t be up at once but it looks
really pretty.
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Around St Paul’s

Where’s the BEEF DINNER ? Event
As donations are still coming in we will extend the deadline to
Dec 3rd to allow the later donations to be eligible for the roast beef
draw!! So please have them to Carla by then! Don’t forget to send
pictures of your event and stories to the office or to Sharon Adams for
the next Newsletter! Thank you to everyone for participating in this
unique fundraiser!
Good luck on the draw

www.auctria.com/auction/stpaulsuctimeandtalent

Third Annual
Time and Talent Auction
Bidding closes: Monday, Nov 30 at 10 PM

Christmas can often be a
difficult time for many of us.
Usually, the world is in a grand
celebratory mode, and doesn't
make much space for people
who are grieving, or are feeling
sadness, anxiety, frustration, or
loss. Many communities of faith
gather for a time of worship
"when Christmas doesn't feel
like Christmas." This year, in the
midst of the Covid-19
pandemic, many of these
feelings are stronger, and many
more people are struggling with
Christmas. As we mark one
year of changed life because of
Covid-19, we would like to offer
a denominational-wide service
of Lament for Advent.

MINI CALENDAR
Sunday, Nov. 29th – 10:00 AM - Advent 1 - HOPE
We will be celebrating a Baptism
Sunday, Dec. 6th – 10:00 AM - Advent 2 – PEACE
We will be celebrating Communion
Wednesday, Dec. 9th – 5:30 pm Blue Christmas Service
With Moderator Richard Bott
Sunday, Dec. 13th – 10:00 AM - Advent 3 – JOY
Sunday, Dec. 20th – 10:00 AM - Advent 4 – LOVE
We will hang an ornament on our tree of remembrance
Thursday, Dec 24th –3:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service*
Thursday, Dec. 24th – 8:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service*
•

Please register for one of the Christmas Eve services by
December 18th (they will both be virtually the same)

RECURRING:
11:30 AM every Sunday….Virtual Coffee Hour on ZOOM
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(If you've got one, you might
want to bring a candle - battery
or match operated - for this time
of prayer, reflection, and song.)
Watch United in Learning for
the Zoom link, and the service
will also be live streamed on the
United Church's YouTube
channel.
https://www.youtube.com/user/u
nitedchurchofcanada and
https://www.united-inlearning.com/

