St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6

The Tree of Tule in Oaxaca, Mexico, is the
tree with the largest trunk diameter in the
world. It's circumference reaches almost 60
meters and has a height of 42 meters. El
Árbol del Tule is a tree located in the church
grounds in the town center of Santa María
del Tule in the Mexican state of Oaxaca,
approximately 9 km east of the city of
Oaxaca on the road to Mitla. It is a
Montezuma cypress, or ahuehuete. It has the
stoutest tree trunk in the world.Wikipedia
The theme(s) for the 2021 year of
newsletters will be from our United Church
New Creed. Communications had decided
this issue we would use;
We are called to be the church:
To celebrate God’s presence
This tree just captured my attention and I
found myself thinking now that’s a tree one
could do some pretty intense thinking under.
God’s creations are some of the most breath
taking aspects of our world. Man can build
some pretty amazing contraptions that can do some amazing things, but they have never held the
same awe for me as the complexities, the perfections, the oddities, the beauty of animals, and nature,
our world and even our own human bodies elicit. The way it all works together to benefit each other
and the whole. The way all the various eco-systems work so perfectly, until man messes them up,
constantly makes me shake my head and wonder how every person can’t be blown away by it’s
majesty and grandeur.
Every time we bend an elbow, take a breath, smile at a stranger, give a hug, get a hug, go to sleep
and awake to a new day….that is God’s breath…God’s love….God’s creation - flowing through us
and we need to celebrate that each moment.
Sharon Adams
Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Summer Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 - Tuesday to Friday
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Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca

March

February
12th

Jenny Nicholson

5th

Barb Hofmeister

22nd

Martha Dawson

10th

Gord Waldie

29th

Tim Brown

12th

Laurie Anderson

15th

Karen Scott

16th

Mae Allen

22nd

Tanya Ayre

24th

Judy Barber

25th

Alec Brown

27th

Blake Brown

27th

Mason White

28th

Kaitlyn Brown

GP and District
Music Festival Association
Virtual Music Festival
Registrations
Open
January 23rd, 2021
Close
February 13th, 2021
Get details on website here.

Looking for an economical recipe
holder in the kitchen?

Need help…City of Grande Prairie
Community Support information here…
Mental Health
Health Information
Financial Supports
Tax Deferrals
Transit Updates
Food & Pharmacy
Aquatera Updates
LOOKING for
a fun way to
get exercise ??
Are there any other folks
out there that are not good at getting up off
the couch on their own but would be
interested in joining in with others if we
could get a group started? I was thinking of
names like….
Walk ‘n’ Talk or Stroll for Heart ‘n’ Soul
but we can decide together if there others
interested.
At present, there are just two of us and we
tentatively set a schedule of 1:30’ish
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
If you would be interested in joining us
please contact me sharad2224@yahoo.ca
587-297-1570 and we can keep you in the
loop of where / what time we are walking
each walk day.
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Words from Gord
Called to Be the Church....
This year our newsletters will encourage us to reflect on lines from the United Church Creed (also
called the New Creed). I can’t remember which line Sharon asked for reflections on this month so I
made my own choice.
Asking what it means to be called to be the church leads in many directions. The one I am thinking
about today is tied to this last verse from the Marty Haugen hymn (#1 in More Voices) “Let Us Build a
House”:
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter.
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
What implications might it have to put those words into action? As it happens I have reflected on this
question many times over the years. Here is a column I wrote for the paper in Atikokan on that
theme:
Who is Welcome?
The brightly lettered sign on the door said “All
welcome, come as you are”.
Pete looked at his his wheelchair and asked “even
me?” and then he continued down the street. How
would he get up the stairs?
Next came Sue and Cathy. They looked at the sign, and the beautiful stained glass
windows and for a moment thought about going in. But then they remembered the
last time they had been, and the clear message that folks like them were “bad”. They
knew they weren't welcome as a couple.
Next down the block was a young family. “Let's go see!” shouted the youngest. But the
kids tended to be noisy, they had trouble sitting still. Not wanting to cause trouble
the parents quickly walked away, dragging the kids with them.
Finally came Fred and Alice. They thought it would be nice to have a warm place to
sit and maybe a cup of coffee. But they looked at their shabby clothes and their
unwashed faces and knew that their presence seemed to make others uncomfortable.
So they went down the street to try and find a meal.
Meanwhile, oblivious to the people passing by and wishing they could come in, the
congregation sat looking around the half-empty sanctuary and asked themselves:
“Why aren't there more people here? We are such a friendly group?”
The Gospel message is clear. The love and grace of God are offered to all of God's
people. But even then we see the struggle to understand what that means. Even Jesus
has to be taught about God's amazing welcome. It takes a foreign woman
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Words from Gord
challenging his prejudices to show Jesus that, as an old hymn says, “the love of God is
broader than the measures of the mind” (see Mark 7:24-30).
And still the world struggles. Every church I have attended has described themselves as
warm and friendly. Every church wants to believe that all are welcome in their midst.
But the reality people experience is far different. The story told earlier plays itself out
over and over across this country. But God is still calling us to a new way.
God is calling the global community to be a place where all are welcome. All.
Regardless of age, or physical/emotional/mental ability, or gender, or race, or social
background, or economic status, or marital status, or sexual orientation, or any of
the multitude of other ways we have of dividing people; despite all of that you are
welcome in the Family of God.
This is the challenge for the world, to live out God's amazingly broad and open
welcome. We will sometimes fall short. Sometimes we fall short intentionally,
sometimes we don't even know it. If we are going to do better, we need to be
challenged. Otherwise, we are as oblivious as the congregation in the story. What
barricades do we put up that keep others out of our clubs, our businesses, our
communities? How do we go about breaking them down?

Elsewhere in this newsletter are some words from our Affirming Task Group. They too are asking
questions about who feels welcome in this place, about what it means to say that all are welcome to
belong to this congregation. As Marty Haugen says in the opening of that same hymn: “Let us build a
house where love can dwell and all can safely live”. We are called to be the church, the Body of
Christ, the community of love. Welcoming is part of living out that call.
Gord

.
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From Social Media
A couple of poems
from Amanda
Gorman.
“The Hill We Climb”
was the one she
wrote for the Biden inauguration. You can read
the words for yourself here.
Or watch her deliver the incredible recitation
here.
The Miracle of Morning
I thought I’d awaken to a world in mourning.
Heavy clouds crowding, a society storming.
But there’s something different on this golden
morning.
Something magical in the sunlight, wide and
warming.
I see a dad with a stroller taking a jog.
Across the street, a bright-eyed girl chases her
dog.
A grandma on a porch fingers her rosaries.
She grins as her young neighbor brings her
groceries.
While we might feel small, separate, and all
alone,
Our people have never been more closely
tethered.
The question isn’t if we will weather this
unknown,
But how we will weather this unknown together.

From Social Media
For it’s our grief that gives us our gratitude,
Shows us how to find hope, if we ever lose it.
So ensure that this ache wasn’t endured in vain:
Do not ignore the pain. Give it purpose. Use it.
Read children’s books, dance alone to DJ
music.
Know that this distance will make our hearts
grow fonder.
From a wave of woes our world will emerge
stronger.
We’ll observe how the burdens braved by
humankind
Are also the moments that make us humans
kind;
Let every dawn find us courageous, brought
closer;
Heeding the light before the fight is over.
When this ends, we’ll smile sweetly, finally
seeing
In testing times, we became the best of beings.
By Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman
From April 2020 (early in the pandemic)
OR you can watch her recite it here
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/.../bird_songs.../ind
ex.html
With the link above you can click on each bird in
this same picture, on the Minnesota
Conservation website, to hear each bird’s
unique song. .

So on this meaningful morn, we mourn and we
mend.
Like light, we can’t be broken, even when we
bend.
As one, we will defeat both despair and
disease.
We stand with healthcare heroes and all
employees;
With families, libraries, schools, waiters, artists;
Businesses, restaurants, and hospitals hit
hardest.
We ignite not in the light, but in lack thereof,
For it is in loss that we truly learn to love.
In this chaos, we will discover clarity.
In suffering, we must find solidarity.
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From Social Media
A case for UBI (Universal Basic Income) from
business insider.com
Canadian researchers gave $7500.00 to people
without a home and the results show the power
of universal basic income……
There is a growing interest in this concept
across Canada and you can read more on the
subject at www.basicincomealberta.ca
Wednesday, January 27th was Holocaust
Remembrance Day

From Social Media
One Day
Today, I dared to let myself dream,
That the world will one day open again.
That the locks will loosen, the walls will fall,
The doors will fly open and reunite us all.
I dared to imagine the warmth of a cuddle,
A group of my friends all locked in a huddle.
I felt all the heartbeats, drumming with mine,
I heard all the laughter, I tasted the wine.
I thought of the feelings I’ve missed for long,
The room full of music, united by song.
The freedom to roam, to plan and to meet
To hold someone’s hand, to meet, to greet.
Just for a moment I dared to dream of,
The flights I would board to the places I love.
The moment those eyes would meet mine at the
gate,
The feeling of joy after so long a wait.
Today, I dared to let myself dream,
That the life we once had would happen again.
That we’d no longer fear the danger of air,
That our lives would not depend on such care.
They say that we mustn’t wish time away,
But it’s hard, my friend, when faced with a day,
So long in blank hours and so wiped of laughter,
It’s tempting to drift away to thereafter.

Another sobering reminder …..

So yes, I dared to dream just a while,
Of life coming back, it brought me a smile.
One day I know, this will be in the past,
And hugs will be free, again, at last.
Donna Ashworth
Author of ‘To The Women’ and ‘History Will Remember’.

Available here:
https://ladiespassiton.com/2021/01/27/one-day/
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From Social Media

From Social Media

When I was 15, I spent a month working on an
archeological dig. I was talking to one of the
archeologists one day during our lunch break
and he asked those kinds of “getting to know
you” questions you ask young people: Do you
play sports? What’s your favorite subject? And I
told him, no I don’t play any sports. I do theater,
I’m in choir, I play the violin and piano, I used to
take art classes.
And he went WOW. That’s amazing! And I said,
“Oh no, but I’m not any good at ANY of them.”
And he said something then that I will never
forget and which absolutely blew my mind
because no one had ever said anything like it to
me before: “I don’t think being good at things is

the point of doing them. I think you’ve got all
these wonderful experiences with different
skills, and that all teaches you things and
makes you an interesting person, no matter how
well you do them.”
And that honestly changed my life. Because I
went from a failure, someone who hadn’t been
talented enough at anything to excel, to
someone who did things because I enjoyed
them. I had been raised in such an
achievement-oriented environment, so
inundated with the myth of Talent, that I thought
it was only worth doing things if you could “Win”
at them.”
- Kurt Vonnegut

Celebrating God’s Presence

celebrating worship
at home
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From the Affirming Task Group
Affirm Open Chat Sessions
The first of these Zoom sessions was held on January 13th and was deemed successful. We had an
interesting chat with the 4 people who joined us for the hour, answered questions and shared a great
deal of information.
These Zoom sessions will continue on the 2nd Wednesday of each month starting at 7 pm and will
run for an hour. Everyone is welcome to come for the whole hour or just for part of it if that is your
preference. You are welcome to ask questions and discuss issues, or just listen if you are more
comfortable doing that. The advantage of using Zoom is that there is no limit to how many people
can participate so no registration is necessary – just join us!
Our next session will be February 10, and we will have a guest!
Shylo Rosborough (He/Him) is the Affirming Ministries Coordinator for our
Northern Spirit Regional Council, and is based out of Edmonton. Shylo’s
role is to help congregations become affirming while also providing
programming, support, resources and pastoral care to LGBTQ2S+ and
allies on their spiritual journeys. Shylo has received a certificate in Biblical
Studies and Christian Discipleship, and a Bachelor of Arts in both
Sociology and Theology. As a transgender man, he has been active in
both the LGBTQ and Christian communities supporting and advocating for
Photo: by Amber Bracken rom
the U.C. Observer Magazine
the full inclusion of LGBTQ people within the church. We hope you will
join us at 7 pm on Wednesday February 10th, and come with any
questions you may have for Shylo. At 8 pm Shylo with meet with the Affirming Task Group and help
us map a way forward on this journey.
Many Blessings, Mary Faith Blackburn
A reminder email will be sent on Monday, February 8th with the ZOOM details.

Open Hearts: Resources for Affirming Ministries
in The United Church of Canada
Are you ready to read? Want to know more about the journey to become
affirming?
Please download this resource at https://affirmunited.ause.ca/open-heartstable-of-contents/
If you are unable to download a large document, I am sure Carla will be willing
to do so for you. Or I will.
Open Hearts is the “bible” for Affirming Ministry journeys. Here is one example of a question and
answer found in this resource:
“Did Jesus have anything to say about same-sex relationships? The gospels have no references to
same-sex relationships or homosexuality. However, Jesus is quoted as saying, “Do not judge” and
“Love your neighbour.”
Pages 1 to 30 contain questions and answers, pages 31 to 64 are resources for education, some of
which may be coming to your church in the not-too-distant future, and the third section contains
recommended resources.
Many Blessings,
Mary Faith Blackburn

Communications will print a copy for our library if
you want to drop in and borrow it.
Please return for the next person to take home.
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Affirming Book Corner
Each month we hope to highlight some of our favourite books and tell you
how to get them for yourselves. Sometimes Naomi and I will be happy to
lend our own books.
Children’s Books: Ages 1 to 5
Faithful Families “Some families are small. Some
families are big. … No matter what your family looks
like, God loves you. And so do I.” Families are made
up of many different people and characteristics. So much variety and delight in
God’s family!
Is It a Boy, Girl, or Both? “How do I know who is a boy and who is a girl? God
created diverse people and animals. Some animals, like birds, have different
colors for girls and boys. … Some animals, like deer, have bodies that look
different when they are a boy or a girl. … But, no matter your favorite color, what
your body looks like, … God will love you no matter what. And so will I.” So
much variety and delight in the animal world!
Written by Pastor Megan Rohrer and Pamela Ryan,
Illustrated by Ihnatovich Maryia 2016 Wilgefortis Press. Wilgefortisbooks.blogspot.com
Both books are part of the Good News Children’s Series from Grace Lutheran Church in San Francisco

Adult
God and the Gay Christian, by Matthew Vines, Convergent Books, 2014.
This book will appeal to those who wish to gain further understanding of the
Bible passages that have been used to condemn same-sex relationships.
Matthew Vines applies rigorous scholarship but presents it in a very accessible
and readable form for the layperson. God and the Gay Christian affirms both
orthodox faith and sexual diversity. Rachel Held Evans had this to say about the
book: “every page is brought to life by the author’s clear love for Scripture and
deep, persistent faith…prepare to be challenged and enlightened, provoked and
inspired.” Note that Matthew Vines writes from an evangelical background and
his writing is designed for engaging with a conservative Christian audience.
Where to find it:
1. Amazon: God and the Gay Christian: The Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships: Vines,
Matthew: 9781601425188: Books - Amazon.ca Kindle version is $13.99.
2. Naomi has a paperback copy I am willing to lend out. I can deliver in Grande Prairie!
Related resources for those who do not like to read:
1. God and the Gay Christian | Matthew Vines | Talks at Google - YouTube The author talks about the
book and his personal history – 1 hr.
2. Better Together: Matthew and Monte Vines on Studying the Bible and LGBTQ Inclusion - YouTube
The author and his father discuss their experience and process – 52 min.
3. God and the Gay Christian: The Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships - YouTube – This
video is basically the trailer for the book – concise summary – 5 min.
4. Matthew Vines: "For the Bible Tells Me So: Hermeneutics and the Debate About LGBTQ Inclusion" YouTube – an address given by the author at Plymouth Church United Church of Christ in Seattle,
Washington on Nov. 8, 2019 – 1 hr.
QUOTES: “Instead of accepting the divide between more progressive Christians who support marriage equality and
conservative Christians who oppose it, this book envisions a future in which all Christians come to embrace and
affirm their LGBT brothers and sisters – without undermining their commitment to the authority of the Bible.” –
from God and the Gay Christian, p. 3.
“Affirming our gay brothers and sisters isn’t simply one possible path Christians can take. It isn’t just a valid
option. This kind of love and affirmation – regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity – is, in fact, a
requirement of Christian faithfulness.” – from God and the Gay Christian, p. 178.
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Around Town
The Grande Prairie & District Chamber of Commerce
and the City of Grande Prairie have partnered to deliver
highly tailored instructional workshops to support current
business needs in a virtual series called Serving Up
Knowledge.
Businesses are invited to send suggestions for
consideration in the development of future sessions by
emailing ecdevinfo@cityofgp.com.
Please visit the Chamber’s event calendar at
business.grandeprairiechamber.com/calendar. to registers for the session(s) you are interested in.
Two new specialists now practicing in Grande Prairie. Dr. Robert Herman, a general nephrologist
and internist and Dr. Daniel Prada, a geriatric physician. ( Editor’s comment…Always good news to
hear doctors are moving in and not out) read more on Everything GP if interested.
The city of Grande Prairie will soon be looking to find a new name to light up the side of the currently
named Revolution Place. Read more on My Grande Prairie Now.
Nominations open for next
General Election
in City and County of Grande Prairie
Nominations for the next General
Election in the City and County of
Grande Prairie are now open.
Nominations for City and County of
Grande Prairie Council, and area
School Board Trustee positions, are
open to anyone that is a Canadian
citizen. Those interested in running
must have been a resident of the City or
County for at least six consecutive
months prior to Nomination Day and
must be 18 years old.
The next elections take place on
October 18, 2021.
Those that are elected will represent the
City, or one of nine divisions in the
County for a four-year term on Council.
Those interested in running for council
or school board trustee can do so by
filling out an information package at the
City or County website, depending on
where they live.
Applications for candidates will be
accepted until Noon Monday,
September 20.
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Northern Spirit Regional Council News
Black/African Heritage Month: Resources for Congregations
February is Black History (or African Heritage) Month in Canada, a time to honour the contributions
and struggles of peoples of African descent. How do you (and your congregation) plan to mark it?
The United Church has many worship resources for each week, including new blog posts, prayers,
and a new Black History Month service for 2021. This year, to accompany the blog posts, we will
also be sharing video interviews of the writers, which we hope will enrich your experience.
Intercultural Chai/Coffee Conversation
An opportunity to talk about practical ideas for being an intercultural church, Tuesday February 2, 12
noon (MT), 1:00 PM (CT). The conversation will be hosted by the Western Intercultural Ministries
Network. Further information will be posted on the Regional Council Facebook event page:
https://fb.me/e/J8uf46JZ, and the Regional Council web site: Calendar of Events.
Youth and Young Adults Retreat: Zeebu 2021
The Prairie to Pine YAAY (Young Adults and Youth) Committee invites youth and young adults from
Northern Spirit to join them at the virtual Zeebu 2021 “Retreat”, Friday, February 12 (6-8 pm MT) and
Saturday, February 13 (8:30-11 am MT). This free, 2-part, online event is offered for participants
from Grade 7 to mid-30s. The Theme is All our Relations, and the event will include interactive
Theme Time, Worship and Music, and a Games Night. Home groups will be arranged by age
groupings. Don’t wait too long to register, as planners will need to “snail” mail participants a package
of materials to use and enjoy during the retreat. For this reason, please register before February 5.
For more information, or to register, please click here, and scroll down to Zeebu 2021.
Pancakes and PIE!
On Tuesday, February 16, at 5:00 pm (MT), Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble asks us to join them
in the kitchen for a Virtual Pancake Supper on Zoom, with entertainment from Pam Rocker, and a
friendly cook-off in two home kitchens! We’ll also get to talk about P.I.E. Day 2021 (Sunday 14
March) and what’s cooking there. Facebook event: https://fb.me/e/1ufTk8gqF
Panel Discussion: Perspectives on K-12 Education for Reconciliation
People in our Region have expressed major concern that the government’s proposed new
curriculum has removed key pieces of education about the reality of residential schools. On February
17, 2021, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. (MT), this event will provide an opportunity to learn from qualified
and knowledgeable education partners about why the Alberta government needs to “make ageappropriate curriculum on residential schools, Treaties, and Aboriginal peoples’ historical and
contemporary contributions to Canada a mandatory education requirement for Kindergarten to
Grade Twelve students”, to gain increased knowledge and understanding of this issue, and to be
prepared to share feedback when the Alberta Education Minister allows for public input in Stage 5 of
the development of the new curriculum later in 2021. For more information or to register, please
click here. This event is hosted by Alberta’s Remembering the Children Society, of which the United
Church is a member, and it is a chance for us as a church to live into the TRC Calls for Action to
which we’ve committed.
News from the Regional Council Executive
The January Newsletter from the Executive is now posted to the Regional Council web site. Please
click on January Executive Newsletter to see what the Executive has been doing on our behalf.
If you are interested in serving outside the local congregation at a Regional level or a National level
in the United Church you can find details on the opportunities for service on their websites at the
links provided above.
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Around Town
Women of Influence awards…nomination deadline Monday, February 15th winners announced at
virtual reception March 5, 2021 on ZOOM. More details and nomination forms here.
Grande Prairie’s 911 emergency dispatch centre is now serving Fort Nelson and area. (Editor’s
comment…Helping our neighbours through technology). Full Everything GP article here.
33rd Annual Collins Writing Contest
Entry Deadline: Sunday, February 28th at 5pm
Full rules and entry forms are available on GPPL’s website at www.gppl.ca/col
Or Check out their other programs still happening virtually for February on the
Monthly Calendar.
Grande Prairie Live Theatre is now accepting play submissions for the 59th
season September, 2021 to June, 2022.
Submission forms available at www.gplt.ca or email box.office@gplt.ca.
Have a great drama, comedy or musical you would like to see on the GPLT
Stage? Email your suggestion to the Box Office by Deadline Feb. 28th, 2021.
Nana’s Naughty Knickers and other performances are on hold at present until Alberta allows live
theatre to resume. All tickets can be used later or refunded.
Reel Shorts Film Festival – 2021
More info at www.reelshorts.ca

Mon Apr 26th 10:00am - Mon May 3rd 11:00pm

5th Bear Creek Folk Festival – 2021 Fri Aug 13th 6:00pm - Sun Aug. 15th 11:30pm
The 2020 Bear Creek Folk Festival has been postponed to August 13th to 15th, 2021 in Muskoseepi
Park on Borstad Hill. For more information visit www.bearcreekfolkfest.org.

Want to get some exercise…..
The Grande Prairie Minor Baseball regular season registration is open
January 25th
to March 31st, 2021. Follow GPMBA on Facebook for league and season updates.
GPMBA plays at Evergreen Park If you're interested to coach, sponsor or for more information, contact
execdirector@gpmba.ca
City now allowing stick & puck on low-board and neighbourhood rinks You may be able to get a
free net from the city for your neighbourhood rink? You can read the full article from Everything GP here..
ALSO if you want a list of outdoor rinks in the city and their hours or other details on whether hockey is
allowed etc. check out the details on the City of Grande Prairie website here.
The Aquatera Community Skating Oval is open and includes night skating with lights on from 6-9pm
The Wapiti Nordic Ski Centre has cross-country ski trails and multi-use trails for snowshoeing.
Nitehawk has a Ski Hill, the Aquatera Tube Zone (even night glow tubing) and snowboarding.
Grande Prairie Curling Centre - If you're interested in practice ice, please contact manager@gpcurling.ca
or call GPCC at 780-532-7221.
55+ Curling Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 10am to Noon. Drop in cost of $5 per person. Arrive
between 9am and 9:45am. currently on pause due to the pandemic. If you'd like to participate this
season please email manager@gpcurling.ca or call 55+ curling co-ordinator Pearl 780-539-5208.
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Around St Paul’s
Audio Visual Technical Team The AV Tech Team is a new group
starting up and we are looking for volunteers to be on the team.
Council has realized it is a new ministry team that is needed.
If you are technically savvy / computer comfortable, electronically
gifted, interested in sound and light and broadcasting or streaming
functions we need you to help us out PLEASE.
We’ll need the team to look at immediate concerns:…
training new AV volunteers for Sunday mornings or future concerts,
or events.
A HUGE THANK YOU to Devyn Waldie and Sarah Waldie for
getting us going and keeping us running for the present but I’m
guessing they didn’t want to do this full time 52 weeks a year.
Plus, we need the team to look at long term concerns….
Troubleshooting our needs and our problems with the technology,
our AV requirements for optimal efficiency and quality – so things
like speakers, cameras, microphones, wiring needs, etc etc needed
long term to keep the technology current and efficient and user friendly
don’t fall by the wayside.
We are having our first meeting this week with a few initial volunteers –
but if you want to add your voice and your skills, or know anyone that is
knowledgeable and interested please let Carla in the office know and
we’ll make sure to put you in touch with the team.

Give ‘til it helps! part four a message from your Stewardship and Finance Team.
“Minute for Mission” in 2021 has been revamped and renamed
“Generosity in Action” and includes stories of support for the Mission and Service Fund of the United
Church of Canada. I want to tell you a story of a church in Grande Prairie which was inspired to live
out its mission of providing public Sunday worship in a time of church closure due to Covid 19
regulations. It was determined that an upgraded AV system would be needed. A company to provide
the equipment and installation was contacted and Council approval was granted. AND several
persons made extra donations of designated funds to support this project. Other funds came from
the Capital fund to which many of you have donated over the years. Sunday services are now being
“live streamed” and recorded on YouTube for the option of viewing later – generosity in action. The
Church (St. Paul’s) is us and the mission is ours.
The plain facts: total cost of the AV upgrade $25,544; total support - $23,000 Community Impact
Grant (made possible by one of our members), $1000 designated donation, $1,544 from capital
reserves. The sound booth is still under construction and the cost of that is being covered by
designated donation(s). AND in 2020 we contributed $23,922 to the Mission and Service Fund (our
goal was $25,000). We expect to end the year with a small surplus thanks to you being diligent in
getting your contributions in and the Canadian Wage Subsidy Grant of $21,009.
A slogan posted on our electronic sign says “A living church is a
giving church” or does it say “A giving church is a living church”.
Living – giving – helping! In any order that’s us…remembering
that “We are not alone. We live in God’s World.”
Thank you for giving ‘till it helps” with your time. talents, and
treasure!
Martha Dawson, Treasurer.
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From Social Media Virus Humour
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We Remember
In Loving Memory of John Joseph McCloskey
June 9, 1945 – December 30, 2020
John Joseph McCloskey, resident of Grande Prairie, AB, formerly of
Dungiven, Northern Ireland, passed away on Wednesday, December 30,
2020, at home, peacefully at the age of 75 years.
A Celebration of Life in Grande Prairie will be determined at a later date
when COVID-19 restrictions do not prevent us from gathering the way
John would have wanted us to.
A Celebration of Life in Ireland will also take place at a later date when
family and friends can gather safely.
If you wish, memorial donations may be made to the Grande Prairie Golf and Country Club (711040
Resources Rd., Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 3A7) on behalf of John’s passion for golf. All donations will
go towards supporting future young golfers in Grande Prairie who share the love of the game.
The full obituary can be read here.
In Loving Memory of Eileen Sweetnam (Moen)
December 20, 1928 – January 5, 2021
Leaving a legacy of loving hearts and happy memories, "Blondie" succumbed
to the repercussions of COVID.
Eileen was blessed to have many wonderful friends and enjoyed very happy
times in Grande Prairie.
Thank you to the staff of 5AB Edmonton General for their tender care.
A family gathering will be held when permitted.
The full obituary can be seen here.

Celebrating God’s Presence in Winter

Leo and Martha’s
Visitors
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From the Pews
I did not receive any “articles” from folks about Celebrating God’s Presence, but that is partly my
fault I wasn’t sure who I should ask as it seems to be the same people. (I’m hoping next newsletter
that we’ll have a little more participation from the pews?) One of the facebook groups I am a member
of is people that attended school in India where I did. Folks put up pictures or new stories about India
that capture their fancy. This past week one member posted an old poem that brought back many
memories of the sights, sounds, words, and images of India. My time there was “God-gifted” in that
it was my parents desire to share the Good News of God’s sacrifice of love that took me to India.
So I’m hoping this “poem” may bring back “God gifted” memories of trips you have taken to countries
and locations different from our own culture. Places you enjoyed the sights and sounds and foods
that gave you a glimpse into someone else’s world and life. Places with scenery, animals, people,
customs different from our own, yet all part of this wonderful creation of God. Thank you Mr. Anand.
MY INDIA
When tourists come to India they have it all planned, neat :
'We'll see the Taj, and Delhi, and Kashmir's lush retreat, and then, (perhaps), if we have time, we'll
go and 'do' Bombay — a quick look at those pavement-slums before we fly away.’
And when they've done all this, and more, they think they've reached a goal — but they haven't seen
my India, they haven't touched its soul.
For it's not in five-star plush hotels, or cushioned air-plane seats — to find the soul of India you must
seek it on your feet:
It's in crazy twisting narrow streets with houses jam-packed tight, or dusty village pathways, and a
million other sights. Patient plodding buffalos, carts creaking through the night ; crowds of tiffincarrying women awake before dawn's light to work all day in paddy-fields, bent-backed with tuckedup saris, patiently planting rice.
It's sweating village wheelwrights fixing rims by cow-dung fires, or patient squatting chaklas making
chappals from old tires. It's idli, samosa, dosai, and fresh tandoori bread — smoky bustling kitchens
like Dante's Inferno, or bazaar wallah's tiny stands with chulas all aglow.
. . . It's mothers giving babe the breast, natural, unashamed, whilst sleeping on the platform or in
crowded passenger trains. It's this, and other earthy sights — folk squatting on the paddy-bund to
'welcome' sun's first rays, or loti-toting 'twilight-brigades' going their separate ways.
It's children, naked, dusty, laughing with wide brown eyes, swinging from trees on thick straw ropes,
playing 'gilli' or flying kites. It's in the evening silences, or weddings that take all night, in noisy joyful
festivals with splashes of colour bright, in noonday heat and quietness with not a soul in sight.
When tourists fly from India, they think they reached their goal — but they haven't seen my India,
they didn't touch its soul.
D.W. Anand, Gujarat, 26/12/85
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Celebrating God’s Presence
To “Celebrate God’s Presence” we must be aware of God’s presence. I came across this blogpost
from Kevin A. Thompson called “5 Ways to Be More Aware of God”. Read the Bible; Pray; Obey; Act
and Celebrate. Warning…This is not an “inclusive” language blogpost but it does have some good
reminders to help us to better be able to Celebrate God’s Presence.

Friday March 5th – World Day of Prayer
The plan this year is to have service video which will be posted
on the site on February 15th, 2021 There is a short two- minute
introductory video here to whet your appetite.
It is not to be posted online, however, so will need to be watched
on ZOOM or if gathering is allowed – in a small gathering
following all the COVID protocols in place at the time.
(The UCW Executive will get more details and keep you informed
of the plans here at St Paul’s this year).
The theme is “Build on a Strong Foundation”
based on Matthew 7:24-27.
The country for World Day of Prayer 2021 is Vanuatu.
You can learn more about the country of Vanuatu located in the
South Pacific Ocean on this two page pdf on the website.
There is also a descriptive video for an interesting look at the country.
The painting shows a mother bending and praying over her child during Cyclone Pam in 2015.
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Looking Ahead at St Paul’s
Handbells
Our Handbell groups are not meeting while indoor restrictions remain yet will resume when it is safe
to do so.
We will be looking for handbell players and welcome both experienced players and those who would
like to learn to ring.
Our Junior bell group is where new bell ringers start. We will be meeting Saturdays from 4:30 - 5:30
pm. Any age group from Junior high to adults are welcome.
Our Senior bell group is for experienced bell ringers comfortable with ringing Level 3 bell
material. Senior bells meet on Mondays from 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
If you are interested in ringing bells, or know of someone who has indicated an interest in learning to
ring bells, please contact the Church Office and I will be happy to speak about our lovely handbells
and what is involved in ringing.
Jeannette Borstad

MINI CALENDAR

(All meetings will be on ZOOM until
gathering is allowed)

Tue. Feb. 2nd Groundhog Day
Wed. Feb. 3rd – 7:00 pm – AV Tech Team meeting
Sun. Feb 7th – 10:00 am Worship livestream
Mon. Feb 8th – 7:00 pm – Communications Team meeting
Wed. Feb 10th – 7:00 pm Affirm Open Chat Session
– guest Shylo Rosborough
Wed. Feb 10th – 8:00 pm – Affirming Task Group meeting
Thu. Feb 11th – 10:00 am – Worship Team meeting
Fri. Feb 12th – Chinese New Year – (Year of the Ox)
Sun. Feb. 14th – 10:00 am – Worship Livestream – Valentine’s Day
Mon. Feb 15th - Family Day / National Flag of Canada Day
Mon. Feb 15th – 6:00 PM Council Meeting
Tue. Feb 16th – Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday)
Wed. Feb 17th – Ash Wednesday – First day of Lent
Sun. Feb 21st – Lent 1
Sun. Feb 28th – Lent 2
Wed. Mar 3rd – AV Tech Team meeting
Fri. March 5th – World Day of Prayer
Sun. Mar. 7th – Lent 3
Mon. Mar 8th – Communications Team Meeting
Wed. Mar 10th – 7:00 pm – Affirm Open Chat Session
Sun. Mar 14th – Lent 4
Sun. Mar 14th – PIE Day
Wed. Mar 17th – St Patrick’s Day
Thu. Mar 18th – 10:00 am - Worship Team Meeting
Sun. Mar 21st – Lent 5
Mon. Mar 22nd – 6:00 pm - Council Meeting
Sun. Mar 28th – Palm Sunday
Thu. Apr. 1st – Maundy Thursday
Fri. Apr. 2nd – Good Friday
Sun. Apr. 4th – Easter Sunday
RECURRING:
11:30 AM Every Sunday….Virtual Coffee Hour on ZOOM
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From The Pun Club:
A frog went into the bank
to get a loan. The teller
said he would have to
meet with the loan officer,
Patty Whack.
When he asked Miss
Whack for a loan, she
asked why she should
give a loan to a frog. The
frog said that Mick Jagger
was his father and would
co-sign. When asked
what his collateral was,
the frog placed a small
statue of an angel on the
table and said that was all
he had.
Miss Whack laughed and
wanted to know what in
the world it was. Just
about then the teller
rushed in to rescue the
frog and said,
"It's a knick knack Patty
Whack. Give the frog a
loan. His old man's a
Rolling Stone. “

