St Paul’s United Church
10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB T8V 0V6

Holy Week in review…as displayed in 2018, the last time we shared in the week together, with Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday dinner, Jesus praying in the garden, the betrayal (thirty pieces of silver),
the denial (the cock crows), the cross, the burial and spices, and ending with the glorious rolling away
of the stone, the light is returned and the Resurrection ushers in a new covenant and promise.
The theme(s) for the 2021 year of newsletters will be from our United Church New Creed. This issue
we thought these words would be appropriate:
We are called to be the church:
To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
and/or
In life, in death, in life beyond death…..we are not alone.
Those are powerful words, big concepts and an important time in the Christian family. Life and death
has been a struggle this past year, in this strange new world we are experiencing. Will that allow us to
go deeper into this crucial story of our faith, this rock of truth that gives us hope, this miracle of love
that changed the world forever.…………Sharon Adams
Contact Info:
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie
Office Manager: Carla Johnson
gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
Music Director: Alison White
Web Page Editor: David Middleton
bamwhite@telus.net
dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
Telephone: 780-532-2415 Fax: 780-538-9172
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca
Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp
Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3
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Please send
comments, ideas,
articles for inclusion in
next issue to
Sharon Adams,
sharad2224@yahoo.ca

May
4th
7th
7th
8th
13th
14th
16th

Pearl Wilson
Nora Hassall
Jacob Middleton
Dennis McIntosh
Kendra Waldie
Kate Batt
Margaret Bowes

3rd
4th
6th
7th
7th
8th
10th

Betty McNaught
Norm Dyck
Alan McNaught
Moe Armstrong
Joycelin Shiel
Trish Larter
Alison White

23rd
27th
30th

James Proudfoot
Chris Henderson
Teagan Wyatt

11th
11th
12th
12th
15th
15th
15th
20th

Allison Brown
Devyn Waldie
Jerrica Bowler
Kenzie George
Sharon Adams
Solveig Curtis
Miriam Waldie
Kevin Waldie

21st
26th
27th
30th
30th

Sarah Waldie
Ashley Waldie
Stephen Baverstock
Lori Stewart
Ryder Fabian

May Anniversaries
18th Dale & Karen DePottie
29th Lane and Jeannette Borstad
31st Stephen & Kathryn Baverstock
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Words from Gord
In life, in Death, In Life Beyond Death...
We have come to the pinnacle of the Christian Year. This is the time when we tell again the story that
lies at the center of what it means to be Christian. Easter, the story of the world’s powers doing their
best to shut down the hope and the story of a God who still plays the trump card. It is a story of hope
beyond hope, of life beyond death. It is a time to remember that somehow life still wins.
There is a mystery at the heart of Christian faith. There is an unanswerable question. How, in the face
of all evidence to the contrary, can we proclaim that life wins? After all, everything we see tells us that
death is the final step in our lives. But faith tells us there is something more. Faith tells us of the God
who shatters the power of death – as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15 “The last enemy to be destroyed
is death.”. Faith tells us of the God who prepares a place for us. Faith promises us that there is life,
and death, and life beyond death.
Followers of Jesus have been trying to understand what life beyond death might mean since the first
reports of a stone being rolled away and an empty tomb. Almost 2000 years later we continue to
ponder what it means. We continue to try to trust in the reality of that promise. We continue to ask ‘but
what will it be like?” and have discussions about whether our hearing will return or what our bodies
will look like,
When I ponder questions like these my mind is almost always drawn to 1 Corinthians 15. There is so
much in that chapter of Paul trying to process and explain the Resurrection of Christ and what it
means for us. Some year I might take the whole 7 weeks of the Easter Season and preach through
that chapter. As I re-read it today I was drawn particularly to some verses near the end:
51Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this
mortal body must put on immortality. 54When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this
mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been
swallowed up in victory.” 55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ was the first fruits, it pointed
to a more general resurrection that was to come. The
resurrection of Christ showed that God had more power than
death. It showed that God was in the business of life.
Our hope is in the promise that life wins. Somehow, even if it
does not seem to make sense, life will always win in the end. If
it looks like the end and life has not yet won then it must not be
the end.
Consider our Core Christian story. On Friday and Saturday it
sure looks like the great Messianic experiment has come crashing to a tragic end. Jesus is dead and
buried. The powers of death have won. But again – if it looks like the end and life has not yet won
then it must not be the end. Sunday morning comes and we hear the words “why do you look for the
living among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). The story continues with the promise of life. It is the promise of
life, the reality of life, the encounter with life that opens the grave and rolls the stone away, that gives
us the hope and strength to keep calm and carry on.
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Words from Gord
There has been a lot of grief this past year of pandemic. There have been lots of deaths – some
small, some large. At various points in the year it has seemed easy to lose hope, to give up, to
believe that death was winning. But we are called to be people of hope. We are children of God who
is “God not of the dead, but of the living” (Luke 20:38). Life still wins. Life finds a way to fight back.
There is sure to be grief and struggle along the way, just as there has been thus far but beyond the
grief and the pain and the struggle and the deaths (big and small) there is life.
God is with us in life, and in death and in life beyond death. Yes there is life beyond death. That is our
promise. We don’t know a lot more than that, maybe we know nothing more than that. But we are
people of life. Easter reminds us of that every single year.
Life wins. In the end life will win. Thanks be to God!
Blessed Easter friends,

Gord

.
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From Social Media

From Social Media

An Excerpt from A Time to Weep
posted by Philip Yancey
A new book by Makoto Fujimura, Art and Faith,
centers on the shortest verse in the Bible,
“Jesus wept” (John 11:35), as a lens through
which we can glimpse a new perspective on
human suffering. Moved by the grief of Lazarus’
sisters, Jesus wept with them, even though he
knew he would soon resolve that grief through a
dramatic act of resurrection. Jesus also knew
that the miracle was at best temporary, for
Lazarus would ultimately die again.

This looks like crochet, but it’s snow
on a spider web.

A hypothetical scene enters my mind, of Mary
and Martha gathering around their brother’s
bedside some thirty years after their encounter
with Jesus. Lazarus is dying again, and their old
grief returns. It’s different this time, though.
They have no lingering bitterness against
Jesus, for they watched in agony what he
himself went through as part of the mystery of
healing the planet. No, they’ve had three bonus
decades with their brother, and not since he
strolled like a mummy out of the cave have they
doubted Jesus’ promise to return to the Father
and prepare a place for them—and for us.
Oddly enough, they remember most acutely the
image of Jesus bent over and leaning against
the stone tomb, shaking with sobs. Though he
knew the bright future that lay ahead, he
understood that they did not. Rather than scold
them for a lack of faith, he shared their tears. In
a matter of days or weeks, they would share his
tears too, for John 11 explicitly links the raising
of Lazarus to the plot to kill Jesus……..
We cannot undo grief. Yet we can cling to hope
that an omnipotent God has the power not only
to keep us alive in memory but to resurrect us to
a new and permanent state. “God weeps with
us so that we may one day laugh with him,”
says the theologian Jürgen Moltmann. The
Lazarus and Easter events do not solve the
problem of suffering, but they do point forward
to a solution. Until then, Jesus weeps.
You can read the full article here….
https://philipyancey.com/a-time-to-weep

Great Grey Owl - Now that is camouflage
Photo by @alanmurphyphotography
https://www.facebook.com/earthmazingofficial/

Watch the half hour video from Context –
Beyond the Headlines.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQ0bWYNc
HBs
Change Begins at Home, with us and Canada is
on the top ten list of Carbon emitters.
What else can we be doing? Can you send us
tips for our next newsletter?
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From Social Media

From Social Media

I’ve lost a year with my
kids battling over
school and I’m done.
My seven year old and
I were in the midst of
our usual
asynchronous day
battle. I had his writing
homework in my hand
from school. He’d
written several full, well-thought-out sentences.
But he won’t do the same for me, at least not
without a fight.
I told him he didn’t have to write about his best
day like his teacher asked, he could write about
his worst. He could write about whatever he
wanted as long as he wrote a few sentences.
He said he’d get in trouble. He said he was
doing a bad job in first grade. He was on the
brink of tears but didn’t know why.
And it hit me.
Instead of getting frustrated and pushing the
assignment, I sat down with him at his desk in
his superhero bedroom.
I said “you won’t get in trouble and you can’t fail
first grade. In fact, you’re kind of a superhero
yourself.”
He sat up in his chair just a little and looked at
me with disbelief.
I said, “Do you know that no kids in the history
of kids have ever had to do what you’re doing
right now? No kids in the history of kids have
ever had to do school at home, sitting in their
bedroom, watching their teacher on a computer.
You and your friends are making history.”
A visible weight lifted from his seven year old
shoulders, “What does that mean?”
I told him it means I haven’t given him nearly
enough credit for rolling with the punches. I told
him how proud I am of him and his friends. That
kids this year are doing the impossible and
they’re doing a really great job.
I apologized for not saying it sooner and more
often. A little tear fell down his cheek.
We’ve thanked everyone from healthcare
workers to grocery store employees but we
haven’t thanked the kids enough for bearing the
burden of what we’ve put on their shoulders this
year.

We’ve said kids are resilient, and they are. But
they are the real superheroes in this whole
scenario for having ZERO say in their lives but
doing their best to adjust every day.
We closed his school-issued laptop and spent
the rest of the day playing. This was supposed
to be temporary and here we are a year later
still trying to hold our head above water.
This is our home and I won’t turn it into a battle
ground anymore over something we can’t
control. Something that no longer makes sense.
Hug your little superheroes today and don’t
forget to cut them the slack we’ve given
everyone else.
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From Social Media
The 'Middle Wife' by an Anonymous 2ndgrade teacher:
I've been teaching now for about fifteen years. I
have two kids myself, but the best birth story I
know is the one I saw in my own second-grade
classroom a few years back.
When I was a kid, I loved show-and-tell. So I
always have a few sessions with my students. It
helps them get over shyness and usually, showand-tell is pretty tame. Kids bring in pet turtles,
model airplanes, pictures of fish they catch, stuff
like that. And I never, ever place any
boundaries or limitations on them. If they want
to lug it in to school and talk about it, they're
welcome.
Well, one day this little girl, Erica, a very bright,
very outgoing kid takes her turn and waddles up
to the front of the class with a pillow stuffed
under her sweater.
She holds up a snapshot of an infant. 'This is
Luke, my baby brother, and I'm going to tell you
about his birthday.'
'First, Mom and Dad made him as a symbol of
their love, and then Dad put a seed in my
Mom's stomach, and Luke grew in there. He ate
for nine months through an umbrella cord.'
She's standing there with her hands on the
pillow, and I'm trying not to laugh and wishing I
had my camcorder with me. The kids are
watching her in amazement.

From Social Media
'And then, pop! My Mom had this bag of water
she kept in there in case he got thirsty, and it
just blew up and spilled all over the bed
psshhheew!' (This kid has her legs spread with
her little hands miming water flowing away. It
was too much!)
'Then the middle wife starts saying 'push, push,'
and 'breathe, breathe.
They started counting, but never even got past
ten. Then, all of a sudden out comes my
brother. He was covered in yucky stuff that they
all said it was from Mom's play-center, so there
must be a lot of toys inside there. When he got
out, the middle wife spanked him for crawling up
in there in the first place.'
Then Erica stood up, took a big theatrical bow
and returned to her seat.
I'm sure I applauded the loudest. Ever since
then, when it's Show-and-tell day, I bring my
camcorder, just in case another 'Middle Wife'
comes along.
Live every day as if it is your LAST chance to
make someone happy!
"Laugh uncontrollably, it clears the mind."

NARAMATA
CENTRE

'Then, about two Saturdays ago,
my Mom starts going, 'Oh, Oh,
Oh, Oh!' Erica puts a hand
behind her back and groans. 'She
walked around the house for, like
an hour, 'Oh, oh, oh!' (Now this
kid is doing a hysterical duck
walk and groaning.)
'My Dad called the middle wife.
She delivers babies, but she
doesn't have a sign on the car
like Domino's man. They got my
Mom to lie down in bed like this.'
(Then Erica lies down with her
back against the wall.)
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In 2021, there will be 50+
online programs offered
ranging from creative arts,
meditative movements,
spiritual nurture, personalgrowth conversations, and
more.
Considering taking multiple
online programs this year?
Purchase an
ONLINE PASS!
You can also receive a 30%
discount on your Online
Pass purchase by applying
through our Heartwood
Bursary.

Around Town

RIDE
WITH
CLYDE

The Community came together to
surprise Clyde Blackburn with a
Drive By. 85 + cars with 250 + people
gathered at Montrose school and
followed the fire truck and ambulance
in driving past his home.
Thanks to the organizers and all those who took part. Our prayers are with you and your family.
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA – SAT., APRIL 3rd
Calling all children ages 0-10!
From 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. the hunt is on to find
hidden Easter eggs around Heritage Village located at
the Grande Prairie Museum. Once you collect all your
eggs, hop over to the Easter Bunny who will be set-up
to take socially distanced photos.

Pre-registration is required and is $2 per child.
Register and reserve your 45-minute timeslot here. Anyone who needs assistance with
registering or adding family members to their account can contact the Citizen Contact
Centre at 780-538-0300.
EASTER COLOURING CONTEST for Ages 2-10 runs until April 5th
Send a photo of your colouring contest sheet to programming@cityofgp.com or to Muskoseepi
Facebook page by April 5th. Get full details here

Winners from each age category will be randomly selected and contacted on April 6 to
claim an awesome prize!
Prize Information: Age Category 2-4: Scooter
Age Category 8-10: Bike

Age Category 5-7: Bike
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Around Town
To find many more programs being run by the city go the this page on the website and click on the
links for all the various programs, camps and funding for details on how to register etc. go here.
https://www.cityofgp.com/parks-recreation/programs-camps-funding

Spring Break Camp | South Bear
Creek | Ages 8 - 12
Located at the South Bear Creek Pavilion. This
outdoor camp takes place Monday-Friday from
1-5pm for ages 8-12 years old. Join us for an
exciting adventure as we challenge your child to
engineering and building skills, hiking, tracking,
team activities and so much more!

Outdoor Adventure Camp
Age: 8 to 12
Every day
1:00pm - 5:00pm
Apr 05, 2021 - Apr 09, 2021
8 spot(s) left
Spring Break
Workshops |
Mountains
String Art
Age: 6 to 12
Once
10:00am 11:00am
Apr 05, 2021
14 spot(s) left

Spring Break
Workshops |
Spring Bunny
Rock Painting
Age: 6 to 12
Once
10:30am 11:30am
Apr 06, 2021
13 spot(s) left

Spring Break Sessions
Join us for one of our many Online Sessions during Spring
Break! From cooking to crafts, there is something for everyone.

Spring Break
Workshops |
Cooking
Power Hour
Age: 6 to 12
Once
10:00am 11:00am
Apr 07, 2021
19 spot(s) left

Spring Break
Workshops |
Yarn Art
Age: 6 to 12
Once
10:00am 11:00am
Apr 08, 2021
15 spot(s) left

Spring Break
Workshops | Selfpropelled Power
Cars - 2 ways
Age: 6 to 12
Once
10:00am - 11:00am
Apr 09, 2021
15 spot(s) left

GPRC Concert Choir…on the GPRC
YouTubeChannel
We look forward to having you join us for a
night of "live" music, until we meet again...
The Virtual Online concert will premiere on
Saturday, April 10, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Tune in at
https://www.youtube.com/user/GPRCab/videos

Reel Shorts Firm Festival
2021 Online
The 2020 Reel Shorts Film Festival was rescheduled to April 26th to May 9th, 2021,
will be online due to Alberta Health Services and Government of Alberta restrictions.
More info at www.reelshorts.ca
Support for Saint Lawrence Centre (Warming Centre)
With your help, the Saint Lawrence Centre has been supporting homeless and
street involved in Grande Prairie since 2015.
Donations are graciously accepted online at www.saintlawrencecentre.ca or for
other types of donations please call the Saint Lawrence Centre office 780-5332825 between 8am and 7pm. Connect by email at info@slcgp.ca
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From the Affirming Task Group
Recent Events:
February 10 – Open chat on Zoom with guest Shylo Rosborough, the affirming ministries
coordinator of Edmonton. Read more about him at https://www.rwuc.org/affirmingministries/. Shylo
shared with us about his transgender journey and educated us on basic terminology and concepts
relevant to the LGBTQ community. Unfortunately, we did not record this session. However, he
shared a number of resources with us, which we can forward to you if you are interested.
March 10 – Open chat on Zoom with guest Leslie Burrows (from Clifton Pastoral Charge, United
Churches of Old Barns and Hilden in Nova Scotia). Leslie shared her church’s affirming journey,
giving us many things to consider on our own affirming journey. This session was recorded – contact
the church office or the affirming team for access.
March 13 – Saturday afternoon PIE weekend Zoom chat with guest Cam Nicholson, a transgender
man. Cam shared his transgender journey and faith journey and his experiences in both nonaffirming and affirming churches. This session was recorded – contact the church office or the
affirming team for access.
Coming Soon!
April 14, Wednesday, 7 pm. – Open Zoom chat with Pastor Gord – topic “De-weaponizing the
Bible.” Bring your Bible questions about LGBTQ issues. This session will be recorded.
May 12, Wednesday, 7 pm – Eunice, Doug and Emilee Friesen are confirmed for our May session.
We have some interesting guests planned for the coming months. Stay tuned.
Other News:
Next steps - In our chats with Shylo and Leslie, in February and March a couple of times it came up
that being an Affirming congregation is not just about welcoming and providing a safe space for
members of the LGBTQIA2S+ community. It is more than that.
It is about providing a space for all persons to feel comfortable, safe, and considered in the small
details. Coat hooks at the right height, washrooms with wheelchair accessible sinks and toilets,
hearing assistance devices, and more. We have begun
discussing possibilities for improving accessibility for all
persons. We have been considering washroom signage,
all gender washrooms, wheelchair accessibility, and more.
How do we ensure we are prepared so all who come to
our doors feel at home while accessing, entering and
moving around our church home?
Your input and suggestions of things we should
consider, to achieve this heightened level of inclusion and
welcoming are encouraged. Please pass them along to
any member of the team. We're hoping we'll end up with a
list of small and not so small projects to work on, that will
take many different skill sets to accomplish so we can all
play a part.
From Our Affirming Ministry Team:
Mary Faith Blackburn, Harold Imes, Naomi Isaac, Jenny Nicholson, Karen Scott, Susan Thomson
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Affirming Book Corner
Book – True Inclusion: Creating Communities of Radical Embrace,
Brandan Robertson, 2018, 118 pages
This is not a lengthy read, but it challenges our thinking on what inclusion
means.
Chapter titles: explaining exclusion, missing the mark, the inclusion
imperative, the importance of inclusion, the problem of patriarchy, the
ingredients of inclusion, and inclusion in context. An appendix provides 10
suggested actions for making true inclusion real in your context.
Available from Amazon.ca
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=true+inclusion+creating+communities+of+radical+embrace&i=stripbook
s&ref=nb_sb_noss
Or borrow from Naomi
Don’t like to read? Here are a couple of YouTube videos with the author:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcWd4GLrLjg –
"A Christian Case for LGBT+ Inclusion" - 35 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWudHpYQIWo
– The Gospel of Inclusion – 20 minutes
Around Town

On behalf of Recovery College
CMHA Edmonton is dedicated to
improving the mental wellbeing of
Albertans during this challenging time.
Recovery College is now accepting
registrations for our spring term,
which will run April- June 2021. All
courses are offered online through
Zoom and are open to anyone,
anywhere in the province.
We have a wide variety of courses this
term, including: - 7 multi-wk courses
- 5 bite-sized courses (1 or 2 hours in
length)
- 3 private classes- 2 for front line workers through REACH Edmonton
and one for Seniors Without Walls through the Southside PCN
- a brand new, drop-in coffee chat session.
- courses specifically for seniors, for youth (16-24 yrs), for family members
I hope you will visit the website to learn more: www.RecoveryCollegeEdmonton.ca
As always, all Recovery College courses are run by two trained facilitators, one of whom has lived experience.
Courses are free of charge. If people have challenges with online registration, they can call 211 to register
over the phone. To attend the classes, they will need a computer / laptop / or smartphone and internet access.
Best regards,

Sue Huff (she/her) Recovery College Coordinator

www.RecoveryCollegeEdmonton.ca

Issue 02 2021–Apr / May--- Page 11

Northern Spirit Regional Council News
3rd Annual Regional Council Meeting
The Regional Council will meet, online via Zoom, the evenings
of Tuesday and Thursday, May 4 and 6, 2021. As further
details unfold, they will be shared in this newsletter, on our
website (https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/regional-councilmeeting), and/or directly to Communities of Faith, Ministry
Personnel, and Lay Representatives.
Attention Communities of Faith: please submit the names
and contact information for your current Lay Representatives
to the Regional Council Office as soon as possible.

General Council 44 Commissioners are now being sought. The meeting will be happening
Virtually in July 2022. If you would like to put your name forward - it's a three-year commitment, with
"recall" meetings that make decisions for the entire church, and opportunities to keep reflecting and
deciding on a wide range of concerns. Have a look at the full details here. Our Nominations
Committee is seeking a lot of good names, spanning the full range of identities and church
experiences. Please help them by spreading the word, and directing yourself and other interested
persons to the Nominations Form.
Seeking New Participants in the KAIROS Prairies North Region
KAIROS is one of the United Church’s primary Canadian ecumenical partners. It has a broadlybased grassroots network that engages communities and faith communities in its work for social and
ecological justice. It's looking to refresh leadership and involvement in that network's leadership for
the Prairies North Region (Alberta, Saskatchewan, and the Northwest Territories). Have a look at the
detailed description here. An online potluck to learn more is also being planned for later in April. Here
in the Northern Spirit Region, recent KAIROS-supported work has included climate justice
engagement through For the Love of Creation, and an event series on the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Staff Announcement: Stewardship Animator - Western Canada
The United Church Philanthropy Team is pleased to welcome Vicki Nelson of Regina,
Saskatchewan, as she takes on the role of Stewardship Animator for Northern Spirit, and four other
Regional Councils in western Canada. Vicki will work closely with Communities of Faith and
Regional Councils on congregational giving programs and stewardship education, primarily through
the new resource, Called to Be the Church: The Journey, and supporting Communities of Faith that
wish to improve their stewardship practices and encourage the formation of generous disciples.
Help Wanted: Reading Team for Community of Faith Annual Reports
The Communities of Faith Support Committee is establishing a volunteer Reading Team, whose
members will read Annual Reports submitted by Communities of Faith. The Team members will
review the reports, using a check-list provided by the Committee, and offer feedback on what they
have read. Reading Team members will receive training and support from the Communities of Faith
Support Committee. The number of Team members will determine the number of reports each will
be asked to read, so please consider this opportunity to support ministries in our Region. For a full
job description, and to join the Team, please contact the Regional Council Office
(NorthernSpirit@united-church.ca).
This kind of news and so much more will be coming to your inbox every Tuesday from the
Regional Office soon if you enjoyed the four week test run. You can unsubscribe any time.
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United Church of Canada Initiatives
Light the Flame for a Guaranteed Livable Income
In this video, Moderator Richard Bott invites you to join the call for a Guaranteed Livable Income and
to contact our Prime Minister and Minister of Finance. On April 8, we have a chance to make
visible this call, and to Light the Flame for a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI). Plan to light a
candle and post publicly on social media (#UCCanlivableincome) in solidarity with small outdoor
vigils being held on Parliament Hill, at Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland’s constituency office, and
at other MP constituency offices.
Due to COVID-19, the vigils are restricted to locally designated individuals, and plans will be
adjusted if needed. If you’d like to organize one, contact justice@united-church.ca. Take a look at
the United Church GLI web page for more information and worship resources.
And sign up here to receive updates. The Cross Canada GLI Network of United Church leaders is
eager to connect with you.
The United Church of Canada is hoping we will take action and has provided concrete tools to help
1. Call or write to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance, Chrystia Freeland, and ask them to
o
seize this moment to roll out a guaranteed livable income program in collaboration with the
provinces, territories, and Indigenous leadership
o
develop and implement a program that provides an adequate living level for everyone and
addresses the persistent inequities that exist within the present wage and social benefit
structures of our country
o
address systemic barriers experienced by Indigenous peoples in accessing relief programs
(for example, those related to COVID-19)
o
build a program that is universally accessible, preserves human dignity rather than creates
stigma, removes discriminatory barriers, does not penalize people for the work that they do, is
available with a minimum of bureaucracy, and exists alongside other social supports, including
health care, pharmacare, pension, and education supports.
You can write your own letter or personalize the email templates provided as downloads here
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/create-guaranteed-livable-income-program#downloads
Additional Resources
• Advancing a Livable Income: Overcoming Ontario's Poverty Pandemic(opens in a new tab),
(ISARC Religious Leaders Forum, Nov. 25, 2020)
• Universal basic income could change more than how we work(opens in a new tab)
(Broadview article by Jonas Cornelsen)
• Lift the Floor: Would a universal basic income guarantee a good life for all Canadians?(opens
in a new tab) (a webinar by Broadbent Institute, May 14, 2020)
• Massey Dialogues: Hugh Segal on Judgement-free Money Efficiently Distributed: Time for
Basic Income?(opens in a new tab) (April 2, 2020)
• Guaranteed Livable Income, Senator Kim Pate(opens in a new tab) (February 25, 2020)
• Basic Income: Rethinking Social Policy(opens in a new tab) (Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives, 2016)
• The Intended and Unexpected Benefits of Guaranteed Basic Income(opens in a new tab)
(Citizens for Public Justice, June 21, 2019)
• Basic Income Canada(opens in a new tab)
• Ending Poverty(opens in a new tab) (learn more about the United Church’s anti-poverty
justice work)
For more information, contact justice@united-church.ca .
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Around St Paul’s and other News
New Books in the Church Library
from Wood Lake Publishing:
Please feel free to help yourself and then bring it back
and get another one. Then share your “review” for the
next newsletter. Or if you have read other books in the
library that you’d recommend ….let the rest of us know
about it.
To read a little about each just follow the link:
Annie Ruth’s Truths
Architecture of Hope

War and Peace with the Beasts
Birth of Jesus

Death of Jesus

CPR for the Soul

In Sync with the Sacred

Imagine a Joyful Economy

And It Was Very Good

Season for Strawberries

Happy Are Those

The Advance of Love

The Way of the Wind

Fishing with My Fathers
Easter

Creation

and a series of studies on:
Revelation

Beatitudes

DID YOU KNOW that St Paul’s United Church has a Prayer Team?
If we hear of prayer concerns from family and friends, we send out an email and
ask for others to join with us in prayer about the concern. When you share a
prayer concern, in church, or with a member of the team, we want to honour
your confidentiality so we will ask if we can share it with the other members of
the team. We also love to hear when things improve and prayers are answered.
If you are interested in being on this team, please speak with Pastor Gord. We’d
be happy to have more prayer warriors who believe prayer makes a difference.
Dear Women of the United Church
in Chinook Winds and Northern Spirit Region:
The 59th Annual General Meeting is a little over a month away.
It will be held by ZOOM on April 30, 2021 from 9 AM to 4:30 PM.
This is the poster and you can get a registration form through the
office if you did not receive one by email.
Registration is due by April 13, 2021.
Share this information with all interested women.
All registrants will receive the ZOOM instructions and the agenda
for
the day.
We look forward to seeing you at this annual day of worship,
planning, study, and learning.
Blessings,
Susan Oleskiw
I once heard of a pastor who was doing a series of children’s sermons on
the symbols of the church. One Sunday the pastor was speaking about
vestments and asked the question, “Why do you think I wear this collar?”
One child responded “Because it kills fleas and ticks for up to 5 months.”
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We Remember
In Loving Memory of Elizabeth “Betty” Ann Wilson (Keeler)
August 14, 1933 – February 10, 2021
Elizabeth “Betty” Ann Wilson resident of Grande Prairie, AB, formerly of
Calgary, AB, and Peterborough, ON, passed away on Wednesday,
February 10, 2021, in Grande Prairie, at the age of 87 years.
Betty was born August 14, 1933, in Kitchener, ON.
She will be missed by her children: Karan (James) Deck, Cheryl (Steven)
Matthews, and Connie (Gary) Shillington; grandchildren: Brian, Adam,
Jennifer, Pierce, Ashley, Matthew, Brittany, and Talitha; greatgrandchildren: Haize and Damin; sister in-law Lucille Keeler; as well as
numerous extended family and friends.
Elizabeth was predeceased by her husband Bob Wilson; sons Daniel and David Wilson; parents
Thomas “Lee” and Martha Keeler; and brothers Bill and Bob Keeler.
In Loving Memory of Lena Fay Bacon (Johnson)
September 17, 1926 – February 25, 2021
Fay was born September 17,1926, to Carl and Muriel Johnson and grew up on
a farm in Fort Saskatchewan with five sisters, sharing the work and joys of
family and the great outdoors. She attended the University of Alberta and
taught at Leduc, AB, (Fredricksheim) and Fort Saskatchewan. It was here that
she found her soulmate Richard (Dick) Bacon. They were married on October
25, 1951. After Dick’s service with the American Army in Korea, they
purchased the Carveth land northeast of Grande Prairie, put down roots and
farmed for 60 years.
There will be a gathering at the Bacon farm at a later date to celebrate Fay’s life.
Memorial donations may be made to the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation (10409 98 St.,
Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 2E8).
The full obituary can be seen here.

There are some lovely photos shared on the site.

Mission and Service – may make the difference between life and death
A Minute for Mission
When he was 12 years old, Jesse had a traumatic brain injury. His life instantly changed because his brain
didn’t function the way it once did. By the time he was 17, Jesse had been hospitalized 32 times. Through
the ups and downs, his mother took care of him. Sadly, three years ago, she died of cancer. Without his
mother, Jesse’s life spiralled. Two years ago, he survived a winter sleeping in a storage unit. Then, he
reached out to Stella’s Circle, a Mission & Service partner, for help. Now, Jesse is completing a greenhouse
technician college program and leads a new social enterprise that grows produce for sale.
Your generosity through Mission & Service helps people in crisis every day.
Now that we are in the midst of a global pandemic,
that stable support can mean the difference between life and death.
Please make a special Easter gift for those in need right now!
I believe Jesus lived, died, and rose again to show us what it means to shelter each other with God’s
love―a love stronger than injustice, deeper than despair, and more expansive than poverty.
Everyone deserves love. No one should be sleeping in a storage unit. No one should go hungry. No one
should feel alone. You and I can do something to help. Please make a gift today. Let’s be the hands and
feet of the risen Christ for everyone who needs to feel his abiding love. Thank you for caring.
A blessed Easter to you and yours,

Sarah Charters, Acting Director of Philanthropy
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Social Media
A Child's View of Thunderstorms
A little girl walked to and from school daily. Though the weather that morning was questionable and
clouds were forming, she made her daily trek to school. As the afternoon progressed, the winds
whipped up, along with lightning.
The mother of the little girl felt concerned that her daughter would be frightened as she walked home
from school. She also feared the electrical storm might harm her child. Full of concern, the mother
got into her car and quickly drove along the route to her child's school. As she did, she saw her little
girl walking along.
At each flash of lightning, the child would stop, look up, and smile. More lightning followed quickly
and with each, the little girl would look at the streak of light and smile.
When the mother drew up beside the child, she lowered the window and called, "What are you
doing?"
The child answered, "I am trying to look pretty because God keeps taking my picture."
May God bless you today and every day as you face the storms that come your way" Life is too short
to wake up in the morning with regrets, so . . .'Love the people who treat you right.
Pray for those who don't "
Church Ladies with Typewriters
These sentences actually appeared in a church bulletin or were announced at church services.
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals.
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items
to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the Water.” The sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus.”
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help.
Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not pass this way again”
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in their school days.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell?”
Come early and listen to our choir practice.
The following statements about the bible were written by children, incorrect spelling was left in:

Our father you aren’t in heaven, hello what’s your name?
In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis. God got tired of creating the world
so he took the sabbath off.
The first commandments was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.
The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.
Moses died before he ever reached Canada. Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol.
The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.
Solomon, one of Davids sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.
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Articles from CPR for the Soul by Tom Stella
THINGS TO GIVE UP FOR LENT
Looking for something to give up for Lent?
Give up resentment and become forgiving.
Give up hatred and return good for evil.
Give up complaining and be more grateful.
Give up pessimism and become more hopeful.
Give up worry and become more trusting.
Give up anger and become more patient.
Give up pettiness and become more noble.
Give up gloom and become more joyful.
– Vannetta Chapman, blog
Many of us were taught giving up sweets, television, movies, favourite foods, and the like was the essence
of Lent. It was thought that the act of foregoing life’s pleasures, great and small, for the 40 days before Easter
would somehow make us better people. But as is often the case, the means became more important than the
end; the act of giving up rather than the spiritual growth it was meant to foster became the main focus and
goal of Lent.
In fact, the discipline involved in giving up what we enjoy or what gives us comfort can be a good thing if
doing so leads to our becoming deeper, stronger, wiser, and more spiritually attuned, but in all of this who we
become is the point and purpose of the discipline. Author Vannetta Chapman has her finger on the real point
of “giving up,” as well as on the kinds of things we might let go of in order to become our best selves.
Understood spiritually, Lent is a time of preparation for Easter, which is not only a celebration of Jesus’
resurrection, but a reminder that we are summoned to leave behind what entombs us. Attitudes like
resentment, hatred, complaining, pessimism, worry, anger, pettiness, and gloom can be graves in which we
linger and languish for a lifetime. Without realizing how it came about, we can find ourselves with at least one
foot in graves that render us lifeless and in need of resurrection.
What better to give up than that which makes us “dead men and women walking”? How better to enter into
Lent than by identifying the attitudes to which we cling and that prevent us from being fully alive?
SIGNS OF RESURRECTION
When an alcoholic works the 12-Step program…
When an inner-city child graduates from college…
When an abused child becomes a responsible parent…
When an abused spouse says “no more” and means it…
When a couple in a troubled marriage begins counselling…
When a smile pops to the face of one long lost to depression…
When, after a long winter, nature begins to bud and blossom…
When nations reduce rather than replenish their store of weapons…
Death in its many forms looms large in our world. Whether demonstrated in the physical demise of our
bodies, seasonal decay in nature, or the relational and situational declines that so often characterize our life
circumstances, death is both real and unavoidable. End of story. Or is it? As my examples above suggest,
enter Easter. Enter resurrection. Enter the possibility that death does not have the last word.
There is within all creation an innate vitality, a drive to be alive. There is a built-in dynamic that refuses to be
defeated before its time. Because this is so, healing happens, new growth occurs, and renewal and
rejuvenation become possible, for a time at least. This same life-force, this unquenchable Spirit, could be what
Jesus’ followers experienced as his presence after he died.
Easter celebrates that the Spirit with which Jesus lived is at work in the world today. Easter invites us to
view resurrection as an ongoing reality. Many of us are prone to overlook signs of resurrection because rebirth
usually happens within the laws of nature rather than as extraordinary events. The statements above are
examples and signs that resurrection is not just an historical event in the life of Jesus, but an ever-present
dynamic in ourselves, in nature, and in the circumstances which so often overwhelm us.
Believing Jesus was raised from the dead can be comforting, but it does not enable us to experience his lifegiving Spirit – it is faith that makes this possible. Faith understood as the radical willingness to open our hearts
to life’s innate vitality empowers us to emerge from the grave-like fears and insecurities that entomb us, and
thus become living signs of resurrection.
From Pages 212-215, Used with permission
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Looking Ahead at St Paul’s

MINI CALENDAR
(All meetings will be on ZOOM until gathering is allowed)
Sun. March 28th –
Thu. April 1st –
Fri. April 2nd –
Sun. April 4th –
Sun. April 11th Mon. April 12th –
Wed. April 14th –
Thu. April 15th –
Sat. April 17tth Sun. April 18th Mon. April 19th Sun. April 25th Sun. May 2nd Mon. May 3rd Sun. May 9th Mon. May 10th Wed. May 12th –
Thu. May 13th Sun. May 16th Mon. May 17th Sun. May 23rd -

10 am Palm Sunday
1 pm Maundy Thursday
7 pm Good Friday
10 am Easter Sunday
10 am Easter 2
7 pm AV Operators Mtg.
7 pm Affirming Team Open Chat
guest Pastor Gord
10 am Worship Team meeting
Morning – Property and Maintenance Mtg
10 am Easter 3
6 pm Council Meeting
10 am Easter 4
10 am Easter 5
7 pm AV Operator’s Mtg
10 am Easter 6, Mother’s Day
7 pm Communications Meeting
7 pm Affirming Team Open Chat
guest Eunice, Doug, and Emilee Friesen
10 am Worship Team Mtg
10 am Easter 7
7 pm Council Meeting
10 am Pentecost Sunday

RECURRING:
11:30 AM Every Sunday….Virtual Coffee Hour on ZOOM

Chocolate is
vital for our
survival.
Dinosaurs didn’t
have chocolate
and look what
happened to
them…..

Italian diver Enzo Maiorca while diving into
Siracusa sea felt something patting him on
the back. He turned around and saw a
dolphin, which he understood did not want
to play but express something.
The dolphin dived and Enzo followed. At a depth of twelve metres
trapped in a net there was another dolphin. After managing with
his wife to release it, as the two dolphins emerged they emitted
an almost human cry (this is how Maiorca described it). Dolphins
can be held under water for up to ten minutes then drown. The
trapped dolphin was a female who soon gave birth.
The male circled them and, standing in front of Enzo, touched his
cheek (like a kiss), a gesture of gratitude. Enzo finished his
speech by saying:
“Until man learns to respect and communicate with the animal
world, he will never be able to know his true role on this Earth.”
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