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      St Paul’s United Church  

10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB  T8V 0V6 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are called to be the church: 
To live with respect in creation. 

 

 This is our theme for this issue of the St Paul’s newsletter, and I 
 hope you enjoy the enclosed pictures, stories, and activities that 
 show how all aspects of living demand that we learn to live with 
 respect in creation for our children’s sake and our planet’s sake.. 
.……Sharon Adams 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 Monday - Friday 
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie  Office Manager: Carla Johnson 

gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca   secretary@stpaulsuc.ca 
Music Director: Alison White   Web Page Editor: David Middleton 

bamwhite@telus.net   dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca 
Telephone: 780-532-2415   Fax:  780-538-9172 

Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca    Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp 
YouTube Channel :  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw 

 

Please send 
comments, ideas, 

articles for inclusion in 
next issue to 

Sharon Adams, 
sharad2224@yahoo.ca 

Circular globe floating in space, 

Rotating each day at just the right pace. 

Eternal God, Creator extraordinaire 

All creation cries out with thanks for your care. 

The myriad creations each uniquely designed,  

Intrinsically built with each other in mind. 

O God we confess we take all this for granted, 

Never stopping to view the beauty you planted. 

 

Re-ignite our inner spirits to live with respect. 

Engage our senses to recognize wrong and react. 

Sacred mystery, open our eyes to fully appreciate  

Planets, and platypus, or bees as they pollinate. 

Each creation of yours has purpose and meaning  

Calamity is ahead if we keep denying the need for healing. 

Teach us humility, love, and respect for all nature, whenever our lives intersect. 

 

 

mailto:gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:bamwhite@telus.net
mailto:dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedgp/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw
mailto:sharad2224@yahoo.ca
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1st Kathleen Young 

4th Kathryn Baverstock 

5th Flora Steinke 

6th Dorothy Dennill 

6th Brenda Stouffer 

8th Chelsea Ayre 

11th Alice Hickson 

14th Nathaniel Bowler 

14th Myles 1 

14th Maya 

15th Cat Proudfoot 

21st Lois Brown 

22nd Dean Lorenz 

24th Mallory Pinnock 

 

 

JUNE JULY 

      

12th Neil Alstad 

15th Olive McIntosh 

16th Valerie Jenner 

17th Doug Currie 

21st Dylan Ayre 

23rd Marg Dyck 

25th David Brown 

25th Lorne Radbourne 

27th David Heyn 

29th Anders McNabb 

30th Dale DePottie 

 

July Anniversary 

17th  Alison & Bruce White 

 

  

GARAGE 
SALE 

 
A way we can 

show we want to 
live with respect 

in creation: 
 

Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, 

Repurpose. 
 

Sort and box your 
unused treasures 
so others can put 

them to use. 
 

Buy, sell, donate 
on August 
26 / 27 / 28 
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Words from Gord 
 

...to Live with Respect in Creation 
 

13 or 14 (I think) years ago I was at a public meeting in Atikokan. As I recall, the purpose of the 
meeting was to talk about forestry, particularly how it was impacted by new regulations aimed to 
protect caribou habitat in Northwestern Ontario. As often happens in such discussions, the industry 
was lamenting that the new restrictions were overly restrictive and limiting their ability to function 
profitably. Also present at that meeting was at least one of the Town Councillors.  Bud had to leave 
early but as he left, he made a comment about how he “did not see why other animals should get 
treated as more important than humans.” I assume he saw that the caribou 
were getting preferential treatment because protecting them was interfering 
with economics. I have always thought Bud was missing the point. In fact, I 
think he was showing the clear assumption made by many over the years 
that human economic activity trumps all other claims to the earth. 
 
What does it mean to live with respect in creation? 
 
This line was not originally in A New Creed. There have been two changes to 
A New Creed (also known in ecumenical circles as the United Church Creed) 
since it was first adopted in 1969. In 1980 modifications were approved to 
adapt the original language to make it more inclusive. The other change 
came about in the mid 1990’s. In Our Words of Faith, a study document about United Church 
statements of faith produced in 2010 we find this: 

In 1994, Toronto Conference petitioned the 35th General Council to “amend the United 
Church creed to explicitly acknowledge our responsibility for the integrity of creation and 
our place in it.” The General Council approved this motion, the task was referred to the 
Committee on Theology and Faith, and Moderator Stan McKay asked former Moderator 
Walter Farquharson to suggest some phrases to the committee for its consideration. 
In October 1994, the committee recommended to the Executive of the General Council 
that the phrase “to care for creation” be added immediately after the phrase “to celebrate 
God’s presence.” The Executive concluded that the phrase did not adequately convey 
humanity’s interrelationship with creation and asked the committee to do more work on 
this possible addition. At the next General Council Executive meeting in March 1995, the 
committee recommended that the phrase “to live with respect in creation” be used. This 
time the Executive agreed, and in the motion approving the change noted that “the 
inclusion of the phrase ‘to live with respect in creation,’ continues our attempt to live out 
the apology to First Nations peoples, it calls us to care for a creation of which we are a 
part, and the phrase acknowledges respect for self as integral to respect for creation.” 
(Page 18) 

In the mid 1990’s there was an upsurge in eco-theology within United Church circles and this change 
was one of the results of that. But as the excerpt above points out there was a recognition that the 
issue was about more than simply taking care of the earth. What is added by that phrase “live with 
respect”? 
 
I think living with respect is far more than being good stewards. I think it reminds us that it is not all 
about us humans. In fact, I think that while this phrase was added specifically with an eco-theology 
lens it is in fact a whole-life lens. 
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Words from Gord (cont’d) 
 

To live with respect with creation means that we see the rest of creation as of equal importance as us. 
So, it shapes how we approach environmental issues AND it shapes our attitudes towards other 
people. It pushes us to think seriously what it means to love our neighbours as we love ourselves. All 
are equally deserving of respect. Psalm 24 reminds us that “The earth is the Lord’s and all that it 
holds, the world and its inhabitants”. We are created by the Creator; we are challenged to remember 
that the other people and other creatures and other parts of the world are also created and loved by 
the Creator. As Genesis 1 reminds us, “God saw all that God had made and found it very good”. We 
need to respect that which God loves and calls good. 
 
And this is why I think Bud had it wrong all those years ago. When we set policies to protect other 
species or set aside area as protected from economic activity, we are not saying they are more 
important than humans. We are saying humans are not more important than those caribou, or frogs, 
or birds, or plants. That is what living with respect means. It means we treat each other as of equal 
value. And sometimes it means we give up something of value to us because the other has equal 
value. 
 
Imagine if this ethic of respect shaped our all our social policy. Imagine if it shaped all our economic 
choices. What a wonderful world that could be! 

Gord 
 
 
 
 

Go here  
to read more on  

The United Church 
and eco theology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

 

 

 

 

https://united-church.ca/search/all?search_api_fulltext=eco+theology
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From Social Media 
 

 
Real sign…            ….digital retelling 

 
 
Joanne Hammond explains…. 
“My goal was simple: awareness. Being a 
responsible witness to the past. To push back 
the veil of words to show alternate stories, to 
encourage people to see the holes in public 
history and to know that we can fill them with 
the truth.  Read more here…. 
 
https://culturallymodified.org/decolonizing-bcs-
roadside-history/ 
 
 

From Social Media 
 

COWS DON’T  

GIVE MILK 

A peasant used to say 

to his children when 

they were young: —

When you all reach 

the age of 12 I will tell 

you the secret of life. 

One day when the 

oldest turned 12, he 

anxiously asked his father what the secret of life 

was. The father replied that he was going to tell 

him, but that he should not reveal it to his 

brothers.  

—The secret of life is this: The cow does not give 

milk. "What are you saying?" Asked the boy 

incredulously. —As you hear it, son: The cow does 

not give milk, you have to milk it. You must get up 

at 4 in the morning, go to the field, walk through 

the corral full of manure, tie the tail, hobble the 

legs of the cow, sit on the stool, place the bucket 

and do the work yourself. 

That is the secret of life, the cow does not give 

milk. You milk her or you don't get milk. There is 

this generation that thinks that cows GIVE milk, 

that things are automatic and free: their mentality 

is that if " I wish, I ask, I obtain."  

" They have been accustomed to get whatever 

they want the easy way...But No, life is not a 

matter of wishing, asking and obtaining. The 

things that one receives are the effort of what one 

does. Happiness is the result of effort. Lack of 

effort creates frustration.  

So, remember to share with your children, from a 

young age, the secret of life. So, they don't grow 

up with the mentality that the government, their 

parents, or their cute little faces is going to give 

them everything they need in life. 

Remember  

"Cows don't give milk. You have to work for it" 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Bulletin bloopers? 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet 

Thursday at 7 pm. Please use the back door. 

https://culturallymodified.org/decolonizing-bcs-roadside-history/
https://culturallymodified.org/decolonizing-bcs-roadside-history/
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From Social Media  
 

There was a farmer who 
grew excellent quality corn. 
Every year he won the award 
for the best grown corn. One 
year a newspaper reporter 
interviewed him and learned 
something interesting about 
how he grew it. The reporter 
discovered that the farmer 
shared his seed corn with his 
neighbors. “How can you 
afford to share your best 
seed corn with your 
neighbors when they are 
entering corn in competition 
with yours each year?” the 
reporter asked. 
 
“Why sir,” said the farmer, 
“Didn’t you know? The wind 
picks up pollen from the 
ripening corn and swirls it 
from field to field. If my  

 
  neighbors grow inferior corn, cross-pollination will steadily degrade the quality of my corn. If I am to 
grow good corn, I must help my neighbors grow good corn.” 
 
So it is with our lives... Those who want to live meaningfully and well must help enrich the lives of 
others, for the value of a life is measured by the lives it touches. And those who choose to be happy 
must help others find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound up with the welfare of all 
(Posted by Stephen Sawyer…don’t know if he wrote it.) 
 
http://radio.garden/live/toulouse/radiopresence    Radio Garden invites you to tune in to thousands 
of live radio stations across the globe. There are little green dots on a Google Earth map that 
represent radio stations all over the world. Click on any one of the dots and you will immediately hear 
that station with very good reception. For example, halfway up Ireland’s east coast you can listen to 
a station playing Irish pub music. If you are multilingual you can listen to radio stations all over the 
world.   You can use the scroll wheel on your mouse to zoom in and out and search the globe. You 
can also pull up a radio station’s website etc. in other parts of the website. 

 

http://radio.garden/live/toulouse/radiopresence
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Around St Paul’s 
 

This Weather gram Staff Appreciation initiative was inspired by a similar project I 
was involved with that was done by the Edmonton Calligraphic Society. Weather grams are inspired 
by the Japanese tradition of attaching biodegradable paper prayer slips to branches of trees and 
then leaving them to weather in the elements.  The focus of the ECS was to do words/quotes and 
inspiring messages in calligraphy to hang for the Grey Nuns Hospital Staff to see.   
I truly enjoyed finding encouraging phrases to share with all Healthcare workers, and couldn’t shake 
the thought that it was something that needed to happen for our QEII staff.  It’s been a long year for 
all of us, but especially for front line workers and support staff in our medical facilities. And as a long-
time employee, happily retired now, the folks at the QEII still hold a special place in my heart. 
After some discussion with family and a few close friends, as well as my church family at St. Paul’s 
United Church, I realized that there was lots of support and interest in this project.  With the inspiring 
collaboration of approximately 50 people, we set out to make as many weather grams as possible in 
about three weeks.  I’m proud to say that we ended up with approximately 1100 to hang in trees in 
staff parking areas and gathering spots, decorate the mezzanine and leave 500 (safely stored in 
plastic sleeves), for staff to pick up to decorate an office or take home. We had everything from 
young children to Brownie packs to adults of all ages taking part and getting creative, in many ways 
it was therapeutic for some of the folks who found doing this for others, made THEM feel better too. 
I feel the end result was a beautiful showing of love and support for all Healthcare staff, and truly 
hope they have enjoyed the results of this labour of love.  
Thanks for all you do! 

Brenda Stouffer …A Grande Prairie Grateful Heart  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PowerPoint 
Show with 
more pictures 
of Grateful Hearts  
campaign available. 
through the office. 
You will control next slide with down arrows to allow time for you to view at your own pace. 

Grateful Hearts GP 

Healthcare Staff Appreciation Project 

  

 



 Issue 03 2021 –June/July--- Page 8 

Around St Paul’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You Brenda                                                    for inspiring us all ! 
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From Social Media  
 

The World Outside my Window – Philip Yancey 
For years I worked out of a basement apartment in Chicago, with a window view of the sidewalk 
outside. I saw the knees of people walking by, along with a glimpse of the occasional squirrel, 
pigeon, or rat. When I moved to Colorado, the view out my basement office improved dramatically. 

 
On the very first day, inquisitive foxes stopped by to check out the 
two-legged newcomers, with a boldness that astonished me. I later 
heard that a resident down the canyon had raised foxes for their fur, 
but then yielded to the pleas of his teenage daughter, who begged 
him to release her “pets.” These domesticated foxes and their 
descendants lacked a normal fear of humans. On summer days 
when my wife and I ate outdoors, a red fox would climb the steps to 
our deck, curl up and take a nap a few feet away. My neighbor once 
encountered a gray fox that promptly grabbed the toe of his shoe 

and, like a puppy at play, shook the man’s foot back and forth. 
 
I hung a large bird feeder from the deck and soon attracted more than 
thirty different species of birds. Some of them, I learned, you can train 
to eat from your hand. Place an old glove nearby with sunflower 
seeds in the palm. After the birds become accustomed to eating from 
the glove, slip it on your hand. Before long they’ll eat the seeds from 
your gloved hand. Final step: remove the glove, and they’ll eat seeds 
directly from your bare hand. 
 
One handsome little bird, a flycatcher, proved so fearless that it would land on my toe or my knee 
and serenade me as I sat outside in a patio chair. Soon I learned the real story: she had a nest just 
above where I was sitting, and what I took as friendliness was actually her way of warning me away 
from her hatchlings. I moved my chair to give her peace. 

 
A birdbath attracted deer, who would take long drinks 
between trips to the salad bar—our landscaping. One cold 
morning two fawns, regular visitors, jumped back in alarm as 
they raised their heads to drink and saw their own reflections 
on the ice. That spurred me to go online and shop for a 
birdbath with a built-in heater, encouraging even more wildlife 
guests.  
 
Together, the bird bath and bird feeder supported an entire 
ecosystem. I spent many hours devising ways to keep 
squirrels and chipmunks from emptying the feeder. An 
elaborate cable-and-pulley system suspended from two trees 
did the trick, and the mammals had to content themselves 
with overflow on the ground. Foxes found this a convenient 
arrangement, hiding behind rocks to plan assaults on the 
ground-feeders. I watched a wily female fox catch two 

squirrels and a chipmunk in one morning; more often, the squirrels made it to a tree, where from a 
safe perch they furiously scolded their attackers. 
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From Social Media – The World Outside my Window (cont’d) 
 

It’s a dog-eat-dog world out there, and nature usually follows this rule: Big animals eat little animals. 
With two notable exceptions, small animals live in a constant state of anxiety, twitching their ears at 
the slightest sound and whirling around to look for enemies. The exceptions: porcupines and skunks, 
both of whom have built-in deterrence systems that cause even large predators to give them a wide 
birth. 

The largest visitors, black bears, swagger around and 
do whatever they please. Before I rigged up the pulley 
system, our bird feeder hung from an iron bar as thick 
as a tire iron. I watched a hungry bear reach out and 
bend the bar like a toothpick, knocking the feeder to the 
ground. He then sauntered down the steps, lay down, 
and snarfed up the spilled birdseed. Thirsty, he grabbed 
a sprinkler hose, examined it carefully, then bit through 
to get to the water inside. I snapped photos through a 
plate glass window, which he fake-charged until I 
retreated to another room. Bears, immune to fear, 

almost always get their way. 
 

Several times I’ve seen a bobcat 
stop by, a lovely feline the size of 
a large dog, though with a cat-
like face. Nothing can prepare 
you for the sight of a creature 
wearing a coat of such exquisite 
design wandering through your 
front yard. And last year I had my 
closest encounter with the king 
of the Rockies, the mountain 
lion. 
 

One night, a neighbor spotted a fresh deer kill in a gully beside our house. The next day it had been 
dragged through the snow even closer, a mere eight feet from a sliding-glass door. My wife and I 
turned on the porch light that evening to illuminate a scene that set our hearts racing. Not one, but 
four mountain lions had circled the deer carcass. Two cubs waited patiently as the large adult male 
ripped meat from the deer with his powerful jaws. The female kept an eye on us on the other side of 
the glass. Every time we whispered her ears twitched, and she turned to stare. 
 

Living in a natural environment, I have a sense of creatureliness that I never experienced in the city. 
On mountain hikes I feel small and appropriately vulnerable, subject to such dangers as avalanches, 
rockslides, and lightning storms. At home I feel a guest among species that occupied this space long 
before humans arrived. 
 

 
 

Though nature has its cruel side, it can also show a touch of whimsy. My town hosts one of the 
largest elk herds in the country. Elk are big, dumb animals that stand around eating grass all day—
except for a few weeks in September when the males joust with their huge racks of antlers 
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From Social Media – The World Outside my Window (cont’d) 
 

 to win the right to mate with forty or fifty cows. Most years a bull elk steers 
his entire trophy harem though my yard, and they clean up any of our 
landscaping that the deer may have overlooked. 
Adolescent elk act like teenagers anywhere. I’ve seen young elk pick 
through construction sites in search of sections of PVC pipe they can toss 
around with their growing antlers. Once on a golf course I watched a 
prankster remove the first-green flagstick with his mouth and charge his 
companions, holding the stick like a lance between his teeth. The seven-
point bull was so impressed that he made the youngster drop the flag so 
he could give it a try. 
 

Just this week I saw two mallard ducks negotiate a slalom course, 
careening around boulders as a white-water creek swept them 

downstream. Then, to my amazement, they flew back and repeated the course, apparently for no 
other reason but the sheer joy of it. 
 

Three fox kits entertained themselves by stealing objects from 
our yard—a tennis ball, a garden glove—and playing a 
vulpine version of keep-away. The most cunning of the three 
learned to trigger a deer-deterrent water spray by dashing in 
front of the motion sensor, at once scaring and soaking her 
two siblings. 
 

In a dark mood, naturalist John Muir observed about the fossil 
record that “it is a great comfort…that vast multitudes of 
creatures, great and small and infinite in number, lived and 
had a good time in God’s love before man was created. Fortunately, in some corners of the world, 
including Colorado, vast multitudes of creatures still live and have a good time in God’s love. The 
least we can do is make room for them—for our sakes as well as theirs. 
 
Used with permission.  You can sign up to receive links to Philip Yancey’s blogs in your mailbox here 
 
 

If you’d like to read more articles from bloggers or minister’s sermons on the topic of Living with 
Respect in Creation or about nature….here are a number of links that you may enjoy….. 
 

https://quixotic.ca/Home/ArtMID/20225/ArticleID/1603/A-eulogy-for-wild-yellow-flowers 
I would also recommend Jim Taylor’s blog from May 27th when it’s posted: When the crows went dancing. 
 

https://sjruc.ca/sermons/to-live-with-respect-in-creation/ 
 

http://westworth.ca/2013/05/to-live-with-respect-in-creation/ 
 

http://groundlingearthyheavenly.blogspot.com/2019/02/living-with-respect-in-creation.html 
 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/worship-ideas_earth_hymn_respect.pdf      
maybe the choir and/or congregation can sing this one day? 
 
And speaking of choir Rachel shared this YouTube video where a few choir members talk about 
longing to get back to singing together and then recorded a song called “We are One”.: 
And I bet you are longing to sing together too in church  -  enjoy    https://youtu.be/puoAJFHrg1Q 
(Choir take note of the singers singing from tablets, not sheet music??) 

https://philipyancey.com/books/finding-god-in-unexpected-places
https://my.sendinblue.com/users/subscribe/js_id/2s5yp/id/1
https://quixotic.ca/Home/ArtMID/20225/ArticleID/1603/A-eulogy-for-wild-yellow-flowers
https://quixotic.ca/
https://quixotic.ca/
https://sjruc.ca/sermons/to-live-with-respect-in-creation/
http://westworth.ca/2013/05/to-live-with-respect-in-creation/
http://groundlingearthyheavenly.blogspot.com/2019/02/living-with-respect-in-creation.html
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/worship-ideas_earth_hymn_respect.pdf
https://youtu.be/puoAJFHrg1Q
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Affirming Team 
 

Humankind reflects God’s creative artistry and image in a rainbow diversity of gender and sexual 
identity and expression. We are female, male, intersex, cisgender, transgender, genderqueer, 
nonbinary, lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, asexual, two spirit, queer, and many others. We are 
many shapes, sizes, colors, ages, and abilities. Living with respect in creation means acknowledging 
and appreciating the exquisite diversity of God’s creation. It involves getting to know and understand 
those who identify differently than we do and ensuring that all are treated with dignity and respect. 
 
How can churches work in solidarity with transgender people? 
Blog post: https://www.queertheology.com/transgender-ally/ 
This blog post suggests several ways the church can be an ally to transgender people: 
• Accessible all-gender restrooms 
• Signage indicating guests are welcome to use a restroom which is consistent with their 
 identity. 
• Specify gender identity and expression in nondiscrimination policy statement. 
• What about gender-segregated groups, e.g., men’s, women’s groups? Where would trans and 
 nonbinary persons fit in and be welcome? 
• Transgender people represented in stories used in worship services. 
• Involvement in social justice issue - violence against trans people 
Check out the link above for further discussion and explanation of these points. 
 
How a world without transphobia would improve the mental health of trans people 
Blog post:https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/wishing-better-world 

In this blog post, Rev. Cindy Bourgeois shares her perspective on how transphobia 
contributes to depression, anxiety, and suicidality among transgender people. She writes, “what I am 
suggesting is that my depression was not caused by a gender dysphoria or hating my body, but 
instead by a transphobic society that would not allow me to express myself. My depression was a 
logical and helpful response to being an object of ridicule in the media, being told that I am a threat 
to cisgender women by so-called radical feminists, and that I’m an abomination by conservative 
Christians. My depression has little to do with being trans and everything to do with being hated by 
the society in which I live.” Check out the link above for the fuller story. 
 
Affirm Chat recording from May 12 available! Our guests were Doug, Eunice, and Emilee Friesen 
sharing their experience as a family. This was a very interesting and informative evening. If you 
missed it or would like to view the recording, please contact the church office for the link. 
 
How many people identify as LGBTQ?   A 2020 Gallup poll in the US found 5.6% of US adults 
identify as LGBTQ. Among Generation Z adults (aged 18-23), 15.9% identify as LGBTQ. 
 
The Diversity of Sex, Gender, and Sexual Orientation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yM_P6WdRJU 
This helpful video (18 min) explains the concepts of sex, 

gender, and sexual orientation, and the diversity within each. It is 
produced from a medical/health care perspective but is very 
informative for everyone. Even biological sex is not a simple 
binary of male and female – there are diverse chromosomal, 
physical, and hormonal variations – fascinating! 
 
 
 
  

https://www.queertheology.com/transgender-ally/
https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/wishing-better-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yM_P6WdRJU
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Affirming Team 
 

AFFIRMING OPEN CHAT SESSIONS 
 
During the last 4 months we have had guest speakers on five occasions. 

• Two were transgender men who talked about their journeys to be their authentic selves; one 

talked about the various definitions we are encountering, and about the many resources 

available to us as we progress on our affirming journey, and one talked about his experiences 

with a “hostile” church and with a truly welcoming church. 

• We heard from a member of the affirming team at a church in Nova Scotia. 

• Gord talked to us about the how churches have weaponized the Bible by choosing certain so-

called “clobber passages” which are often used against LGBTQ+ people. 

• A young woman from Grande Prairie along with her parents talked to us about the struggles 

she went through as she wrestled with what her church was telling her vs how she felt about 

herself, and about how supportive her family was- and is. 

 
Most of these sessions were video recorded. Please contact one of the Affirming Team members 
through the church office if you would like to watch any of the recordings.  
 
 
Our next Affirming Open Chat will be on Saturday June 12, 2:00 – 3:00 pm 
 
There will be no guest or presentation so that we can have an opportunity to discuss what we have 
heard and learned in the last 4 months. We will all have heard new information and will undoubtedly 
have comments and many questions. If you were not able to see any of the presentations, we hope 
you will still join us – questions and feedback are always needed! 
 

The Zoom link will be emailed with one of the bulletins in early June. 
 

See you on Zoom on June 12th ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

I’ll never forget the look on the cashier’s face, when she 
scanned the packet of bird seed, and I asked her “how long 

does it take for the birds to grow once I plant them?” 
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Around St Paul’s 
 

This is a what has been shared for your enjoyment to celebrate our theme : 
We are called to be the church: to live with respect in Creation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martha recalls this from Girl Guide camp: 
 
God has created a new day 
Silver and green and gold 
Live that the sunset may find you 
Worthy God’s gifts to hold. 

 

 

 
Apples to come (Gail) 

 
Rainbow Range in the Chilcotin 

Area of BC (Trish) 
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Around St Paul’s 
 

These pictures came from Patricia Larter who spent time going through her photos to select some 
special ones to share that give her a feeling of joy at the beauty of the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I noticed a 
couple more 
geese on our 
pond this morning, and I think it’s likely that the long awaited 
appearance of some offspring, for the pair of geese who have 
been here for quite a while, has finally showed up. This year, the 
goslings look larger than on previous years, so I have no idea 
where they have been kept while they matured. Four of them will 
make effective alarm clocks in the morning anyway. It is cute how 
talkative geese always are first thing in the morning. I don’t know 
if they are planning the new day or whether they have been 

sharing their dreams. 😊  (my brother Terry in London, Ontario) 

 
The True North Strong and Free –  

the last sailing of the Norweta on the  
Mackenzie River from Inuvik to Fort Providence. 

The power of all the universe displayed 
The movement of water and the erosion  

of the red sandstone cliffs is seen 
on the Iles de les Madeleine in PQ 

 

 

Solomon in all his glory 
couldn’t beat the fall colours 

on Kluane Lake in the Yukon. 
 

 

 
Lift thine eyes unto the hills. 

The Himalayan mountains in Nepal seem 
to hang in the heavens and I was awed 

by them. I couldn’t resist putting the 
spider which was suspended from our 
cabin roof in the picture. I was almost 

envious of it having this place for a 
home. 
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We Remember 
 

In Loving Memory of Clyde Robert Blackburn 
June 9, 1953 – May 16, 2021 
 

Clyde Robert Blackburn the 3rd was born in Ottawa, ON, to Pamela and Bob 
(Clyde Robert) Blackburn on June 9, 1953. Clyde was the eldest of four 
children, his sisters are Robin, Elizabeth, and Roxanne. 
 

Clyde is survived by his wife Mary, Sons and Daughters-in-Love Robbie and 
Dawn, Michael, and David and Alison, Grand-children Maya and Asher, 
God-daughter Janet Davis, Mother Pamela Blackburn, Sisters and Brother-
in-laws Robin and David, Elizabeth and Bernie, and Roxanne and John, 
Sisters-in-Law Sheila and Dominic, Cheryl and Allan, Brothers-in-law Paul 

and Angela and Jim and Trish, his nieces and nephews, Cousins Michael, David, Douglas, Barbara 
and Leslie, his Aunt Wendy, Aunt Brenda and Uncle Alf, some adult children and a few grandchildren 
that have been “adopted” into the family, friends who have become family, many, many friends and 
colleagues, as well as fine, caring neighbours. 
 

A private Service of Celebration of Clyde’s life was held at St. Paul’s United Church in Grande Prairie 
at 1 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time on Saturday May 22, 2021. 
The service may be viewed online at St. Paul's United church YouTube channel. 
Memorial Donations may be made directly online to The Community Foundation of NW Alberta 
Clyde and Mary Blackburn Family Fund by clicking the link below Clyde's picture. 
Or by mail to The Community Foundation of NW Alberta Clyde and Mary Blackburn Family Fund, 
Centre 2000, 11330 106 St. #200 Grande Prairie, AB T8V 7X9 
 
You can read the full obituary here. 
 
In Loving Memory of Mrs. Ruth Louise Scott 
October 2, 1925 – May 14, 2021 
 
Ruth was born at her family’s home in Toronto, ON. Although she grew up 
in the big city, accustomed to electric lights, running water and indoor 
plumbing, she spoke often of how much she enjoyed her family’s vacation 
time each summer, with her cousins on the Baer farm near Goderich, 
Ontario. 
 

Ruth followed and celebrated the accomplishments of each of her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She is survived by: sister Eleanor (Harry) White; her children Dianne (Richard) 
Seguin, Ray Scott, and Karen (Tom Mankowski) Scott; grandchildren: Nicole (Brian), Danielle 
(Andrew), Monique (Jamie), Joshua and Jessica (Ryan); 11 delightful, great-grandchildren; 1 great-
great-grandson; and many nieces and nephews. 
 

If you would like to honour Ruth’s memory with a memorial gift, consider a donation to your local 
United Church, or the Mission and Service fund of the United Church of Canada; the Canadian Heart 
and Stroke Fund; or the Canadian Cancer Society. 
 

A virtual service celebrating Ruth’s life will be held through North Bramalea United Church (nbuc.ca). 
Details will follow. Ruth’s ashes will be interred in the family plot at Palmerston Cemetery at a later 
date. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj7H1uOIqhk
https://bearcreekfuneral.com/obituaries/clyde-robert-blackburn/?fbclid=IwAR31D7zsHjEMLlEEVRMEHB8Tr4OiVI2dnzCqCabnLYZfFHLmnNMCP5vNwvo
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From Social Media / Around Town 
 

Did you know? 
The Grande Prairie Airport saw 4,278 
passengers pass through its doors in March 
2021, compared to 17,713 in 2020, a 76% 
decrease. 
 

The average hotel occupancy rate in Grande 
Prairie was 37.3% for March 2021, while the 
provincial average was 28.2%. 
 

Economic Development Grants and Incentives  
The City of Grande Prairie has two streams of 
grants and incentives.  You can see the details 
of the current programs on their website at the 
link above. 
 

Mobile Outreach Team addressing uptick of 
encampments around Grande Prairie  Despite 
an uptick in new rough sleeping encampments 
being reported around the city, the Mobile 
Outreach Program’s manager says a new 
workflow process in partnership with 
Enforcement Services is allowing their team to 
respond more efficiently and dismantle such 
setups more quickly while connecting those 

residing in such camps to the supports they need. …… 
Frizzell says they will continue to have a heavy presence around the Rotary House footprint with 
consistent messaging that encampments are not permitted in the city. 
“As soon as we see one coming up, we do proactive patrols so that we can engage with them as 
soon as they are coming up and let them know that it is illegal to have tents up,” said Frizzell. “We 
can help assist with removing them, we offer resources and support, transportation to a safe place 
and those sorts of things.”   Anyone who spots an encampment around the city can report it to the 
City’s Mobile Outreach team at 780-830-7094. 
 
For the first time in nearly 20 
years, the Grande Prairie 
Airport will be welcoming a 
new air carrier into the mix. 
Central Mountain Air 
announced Tuesday that 
flights will start between 
Grande Prairie and Edmonton 
on June 28th. Read more 
here 
 

Grande Prairie drops below 100 active COVID-19 cases   The City of Grande Prairie added four new 
cases of COVID-19 and 14 recoveries for Friday, May 28, bringing the active case total in the city 
down by ten to 96. 
This is the first time the city has been below 100 active COVID-19 cases since December 6, when 
there were also 96 active cases. 

 

CMA’s schedule from June 28 to November 6 can be found below: 

 

https://www.cityofgp.com/economic-development/grants-and-incentives?utm_source=Economic+Development+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5b937fe2f5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_23_03_35_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8e318bfdac-5b937fe2f5-401881565
https://everythinggp.com/2021/05/25/mobile-outreach-team-addressing-uptick-of-encampments-around-grande-prairie/
https://everythinggp.com/2021/05/25/mobile-outreach-team-addressing-uptick-of-encampments-around-grande-prairie/
https://www.mygrandeprairienow.com/85136/grande-prairie-airport-welcomes-third-air-carrier/
https://everythinggp.com/2021/05/29/grande-prairie-drops-below-100-active-covid-19-cases/
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Around St Paul’s 
 

Give ‘til it helps! part six – 
a message from your stewardship and finance team 

 

Ten minutes for (financial) stewardship – Thank you for taking the time to review the financial 
position of St. Paul’s. As I said in Part Five our stewardship of time and talent has been phenomenal 
during this pandemic year and the giving of money is part of this collective work of creating a caring, 
extensive, and inclusive community of love and justice. 
Henri Nouwen has written a poem “We are Prophets of a Future Not Our Own” and I quote 
“It helps now and then to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts; it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
….We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water the seeds already planted , knowing that they will hold future promise. 
…..We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.  
This enables us to do something and to do it well. 
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs 
We are prophets of a future not our own” 
Those who came before us at McQueen Presbyterian, St. Paul’s United and indeed many 
generations of believers before those, must have been inspired by the same message…they did not 
see the end result, the establishment of the kingdom. Yet they gave of their time, talent and financial 
resources in faith. That is our mission also. 
The revenue for local expenses at the end of April was $12,755 and the expenses for the building, 
salaries, and committee work were $17, 256.  Please read the words above and consider how you 
are “planting seeds” and contributing to a “future not our own”- that of the next generation.  
Thank you for giving ‘till it helps” with your time. time, and treasure!  
Martha Dawson, Treasurer. 
 

Prayers to Share 
 

A Spring Prayer 
 
Holy One, 
I am longing for Spring, for warmer days, for green, for dirt to work, for growing things. 
I need a greening of my heart and soul, fresh thinking, new buds of hope. 
As I clear the garden of brown and wilted stalks and grasses (and the annual reminders of the price 
of loving my dog!), help me clear the useless, love-choking detritus that has accumulated in my inner 
garden over this past year-over many years. 
I want to throw old grievances into the compost to break down into forgiveness and love. 
I want to gently brush the dirt from those promising shoots of new understanding of Your will for me.   
I need to dig up the hard packed clay of assumptions and prejudices that block my loving others 
freely, especially those different than I am.  Especially those I don’t understand. 
Please, Holy One, help me grow new seeds of love, wisdom, justice, unity and understanding.  Let 
them flower bountifully in my parched winter soul.  Let them be like dandelions - stubborn and 
indestructible! 
And may I ask these blessings for all your people, for all your hurting world. 
I love you.  I thank you. 
Amen 

(Received from A Fellow GP Pilgrim, with Thanks) 
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Prayers to Share 

 

Three alternative prayers  By Jim Taylor 

 

In our Sunday morning services over Zoom, our minister includes about 30 seconds of silence, in 
which people can say the words of any prayer that’s most meaningful to them…… 
…….over the years, I’ve become convinced, beyond any doubt, that God is not out there, 
somewhere, but right here. Right now. As the Corrymeela website puts it, “God is for, with, and 
within us.” 
So for that 30 seconds of silence, I turn to some of my favourite prayers, which are about the right 
length to fit the silence. In case you’re ever in that same situation, here are three of them. 

 

The first is a paraphrase of the traditional Lord’s Prayer from Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, 
slightly modified: 

 

Holy One, holy one-ness, in us and around us and beyond us, 
Your wisdom come, your will be done, wherever you are found. 
Give us each day sustenance and perseverance. 
Remind us of our limits as we give grace to the limits of others. 
Separate us from the temptations of power, and draw us into your community. 
For you are the dwelling place within us, 
the empowerment around us, 
and the celebration among us, now and always. Amen. 

 

The second comes from Fr. Richard Rohr, the Franciscan priest who founded the Center for 
Contemplation and Action in Texas: 

 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us. 
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. 
Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and each other’s joys. 
Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world. 
[Insert here any specific reference or concerns.] 
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, 
we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, amen. 

 

The third isn’t even a prayer, in any formal sense. It comes from a passage in Richard Wagamese’s 
book Embers: 
 
I am the trees alive with singing. 
I am the sky everywhere at once. 
I am the snow and the wind bearing stories across geographies and generations. 
I am light everywhere descending. 
I am my heart evoking drum song. 
I am my spirit rising. 
I am my prayers and my meditation, and I am time fully captured in this now. 
I am a traveller on a sacred journey through this one shining day. 
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Looking Ahead at St Paul’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINI CALENDAR    

(All meetings will be on ZOOM until gathering is allowed) 
 

Wed. June 2nd -  1:15 pm UCW Unit 1 
Sun. June 6th  –  10 am In-person worship resumes with  
    communion  
Mon. June 7th t   –  7 pm   AV Operator Team Meeting 
Sat. June 12th     –  2:00 pm   Affirm Chat 
Sun. June 13th   -    10:00 am Worship 
Mon. June 14th    –  7:00 pm Communications Team Mtg. 
Sun. June 20th   -    10:00 am Worship  (Father’s Day) 
Mon. June 21st   -   6:00 pm  Council Meeting 
Sun. June 27th   -    10:00 am Worship 
 
LOOKING AHEAD  (Garage sale) 
Mon. August 23rd   Sat. August 28th – see details below 
 

RECURRING: 
11:30 AM  Every Sunday….Virtual Coffee Hour on ZOOM 

          MESSAGE FROM OUR GARAGE SALE TEAM 

           In keeping with our theme (living with respect in Creation  
          it seems fitting we are announcing the Garage Sale will go 
          ahead. We anticipate that unless COVID19 has been 
          eradicated from Alberta, current precautions will be in place; 
        t.for example: screening, hand sanitizer, and face masks. 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      REDUCE   --   REUSE   --   RECYCLE   --   REPURPOSE      -            

St Paul’s 

 

 

COLLECT 
Household treasures you no longer use 

Purchases you regret and won’t use 
Items you were going to repurpose but didn’t 

Things you’d like to keep but have no room for 
BUT NO CLOTHES PLEASE 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
SORT, BOX and LABEL 

Sort like items together – housewares, 
electronics, jewelry etc. 

Check items are CLEAN and  
in good WORKING order 

Label the boxes 
Store and pile the boxes  

ready for drop off or pick up 

 

DROP OFF 
Mon. August 23rd  

 
SORT and PRICE 

Wed.25th   &  Thurs.26th   
 

SHOP: 
(approx../ exact hours to be confirmed) 

Thu. August 26th – 5 – 8  
Fri. August 27th –   9 – 8  

Sat. August 28th  -  9 – 12 noon 
 

More information to come about pre-
arranging pick ups. 

Call the office for more information 
780-532-2415 

Bulletin Bloopers? 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility. 

Pot luck supper Sunday at 4:00 pm – prayer and medication to follow. 

 

 


