
 Issue 02 2022 –Apr/May--- Page 1 

               
               
               
               
      St Paul’s United Church  

10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB  T8V 0V6 
         

 

The theme from the United Church 2021 
vision statement for this issue is: 

 

Called by God, as disciples of Jesus 
 

How are we doing in answering that call to follow here in the 
community of St Paul’s in Grande Prairie? Well, for starters this 
family of God, has been witnessing and serving in this community 
for 111 years now. That tells me we are taking the call seriously. I 
hope that some of those whose lives we’ve touched will feel like 
we are like the cracked pot in this story from Facebook. 
 

An elderly woman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of a pole which 
she carried across her neck. One of the pots had a crack in it while the other 

pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water. 
At the end of the long walks from the stream to the house, the cracked pot arrived only half full. 
For a full two years this went on daily, with the woman bringing home only one and a half pots of water.. 
Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments. 
But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and miserable that it could only do half of what it had been 
made to do. 
After two years of what it perceived to be bitter failure, it spoke to the woman one day by the stream. 
'I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your house.' The old 
woman smiled, 'Did you notice that there are flowers on your side of the path, but not on the other pot's side?' 'That's 
because I have always known about your flaw, so I planted flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we 
walk back, you water them.' 
For two years I have been able to pick these beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you being just the way you are, 
there would not be this beauty to grace the house.' 
Each of us has our own unique flaw. But it's the cracks and flaws we each have that make our lives together so very 
interesting and rewarding. 
You've just got to take each person for what they are and look for the good in them. 
SO, to all of my cracked pot friends, have a great day and remember to smell the flowers on your side of the path! God 
Bless You all!!!     UKNOWN 
If we allow God to use us, just as we are, beautiful things happen. Loving God, loving ourselves and 
loving others is the call. It’s about community, sharing, justice, relationship, support, and humanity. 

So, let’s live love radically and water on, through the cracks.        Sharon Adams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 Monday - Friday 
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie  Office Manager: Carla Johnson 

gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca   secretary@stpaulsuc.ca 
Music Director: Alison White   Web Page Editor: David Middleton 

bamwhite@telus.net   dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca 
Telephone: 780-532-2415   Fax:  780-538-9172 

Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca    Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp 
YouTube Channel :  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw 

 

Please send 
comments, ideas, 

articles for inclusion in 
the next issue to 
Sharon Adams, 

sharad2224@yahoo.ca 

mailto:gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:secretary@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:bamwhite@telus.net
mailto:dmiddleton@stpaulsuc.ca
http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedgp/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-aWw0Tc165vh6Epdr-XBxw
mailto:sharad2224@yahoo.ca
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MAY April 

4th Pearl Wilson 

7th Nora Hassall 

7th Jacob Middleton 

8th Dennis McIntosh 

13th Kendra Waldie 

14th Kate Batt 

16th Margaret Bowes 

23rd James Proudfoot 

27th Chris Henderson 

30th Teagan Wyatt 

  
 

3rd Betty McNaught 

4th Norm Dyck 

6th Alan McNaught 

7th Moe Armstrong 

7th  Joycelin Shiel 

8th Trish Larter 

10th Alison White 

11th Allison Brown 

11th Devyn Waldie 

12th Jerrica Bowler 

12th Kenzie George 

15th Sharon Adams 

15th Solveig Curtis 

15th Miriam Waldie 

20th Kevin Waldie 

21st Sarah Waldie 

26th Ashley Waldie 

27th Stephen Baverstock 

28th Douglas Stebbing 

30th Lori Stewart 

30th Ryder Fabian 

 

           

May Anniversaries 

18th Dale & Karen DePottie 

25th  Alan & Patricia Stebbing 

29th Lane and Jeannette Borstad 

31st Stephen & Kathryn Baverstock 
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Words from Gord 
 

And Jesus said, “Oh, come and follow me. 
Oh, leave behind your nets, I call you. 

Oh, come and fish with me, 
and your life will never be the same again.” 

(Refrain of More Voices #113 “Jesus Saw them Fishing”, 
written by Ken Canedo in 2002) 

 
Jesus invites us into relationship. Jesus invites us into a 
way of life. Jesus does not ask us to believe certain 
things, Jesus asks us to follow him and The Way. Jesus 
challenges us to leave behind the world as we have 
known it and walk into a brave new world. And indeed 
our lives may never be the same again. 

 

This edition of the Newsletter invites us to reflect on what it means to be Called by God, as Disciples 
of Jesus. To me this means that we are called to follow. It means we are called to open ourselves to 
being transformed. It means that we are called to be changed by our encounter with God made 
known in Jesus, the Word-Made-Flesh. Because we have been changed, transformed, by this 
encounter we make specific changes in how we live. Our priorities are reshaped, our understanding 
of how the world works (or perhaps how the world should work) is different. 
 

Following the Way laid out by Jesus, taking to heart Jesus’ teachings about what the Kingdom of God 
is like, pushes us to advocate for a better world. It pushes us to question what things in this world 
build up and what things tear down. It pushes us to ponder what needs to be built up, what needs to 
be renovated, and what simply needs to be done away with. The Way of Jesus is a path that requires 
us to give special consideration to those on the margins. It 
requires us to provide for each other, with special concern for 
those who have less. Earlier this week I shared this post on 
Facebook that partially captures what it means to answer the 
call to be a disciple of Jesus: 
 

“If you want to follow me, deny your very self. 
Take up your cross and walk the walk with me. 
This might seem a hardship, an impossibility, 

but nothing is impossible with God.” 
(Verse 3 of More Voices #113 “Jesus Saw them Fishing”) 

 
As we approach Easter it seems important to remember the 
wisdom found in this verse of the hymn. The path that Jesus 
walks led to a cross on a hilltop, to his arrest and torture and 
execution. Following the Way of Jesus leads to a conflict 
between worldviews. It requires us to be ready to challenge 
the conventional wisdom of the world. When what is often called the “powers and principalities” of the 
world are challenged, when they are told they have to give up power and privilege, when they are told 
they need to change how the world works, they tend to push back. 
 
When Jesus tells his friends and followers (which hopefully includes us) that they must be willing to 
take up their cross and walk the walk with him he is being pretty scary. Taking up your cross is not 
about putting up with a mild annoyance or an illness. In Jesus’ world, taking up your cross is being  
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Words from Gord 
 

willing to be executed. Jesus asks us what we are willing to risk for the sake of God’s Kin-dom. As we 
push for a new world, as we push for justice, as we fight for the most vulnerable and marginalized 
members of our global societies, what might we have to give up? 
But of course the cross, the sacrifice, the risk, is not the end of the story. Jesus had such passion for 
God’s Reign that Jesus was willing (not necessarily happy about it but willing) to die. It does seem 
impossible that we might be asked for that level of commitment. But God has another ace. When the 
Empire struck back at Jesus they thought they had won. Then some women found a rock rolled away, 
and an empty tomb, and heard words of new life. Resurrection is possible. Life wins. The Reign of 
God will win in the end. 
 

Are we willing to walk the sometimes challenging path? 
Are we willing to risk it all? Are we ready to experience 
death that leads to life? Are we ready to leave behind our 
nets, our understanding of how life is, to follow a hope of 
what life could be? Is this what it means to be Called by 
God, as Disciples of Jesus? And our lives will never be the 
same again.... 
 

Gord 

 

At St Paul’s 
 

 

Celebrating Memories of the Easter 
Bonnet 

As a young girl I fondly remember the excitement of Easter Sunday… it called 
for a pretty spring dress and polished shoes, little white gloves and of course a 

spring hat with a ribbon.  
 

I was too young to understand the true significance of Easter Sunday then, but 
I did know that this day was “different” for some reason and everyone at 

church was happy and celebrating.  The music was different and there were 
flowers and colour and joy in the church.  To be honest, I still have my “Easter 

Bonnet” tucked away in a treasure box… funny the things we hold on to. 
 

A few years back we brought forth the idea of wearing “Easter Bonnet’s” to church – as the concept of 
wearing “hats” to church had long since gone by the wayside.  Many in our congregation embraced 

the idea and there were some lovely hats and fashionista  
designs created and worn in celebration on that Easter Sunday. 

 

After two long years of illness and shutdowns I felt that we truly have much to celebrate this year, and 
so am putting forward the invitation, for those who would like to join me, to wear an “Easter Bonnet” to 

church as we celebrate our Risen Christ and the joy of Spring. 
 

White gloves totally optional! Happy Spring!  Brenda Stouffer 
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Caring for Our World 
 

Caring for our world is the responsibility of each 
of us humans.  Are there some things you’ve 
learned that you’d like to share? Can we inspire 
our politicians to also start paying more attention 
to far sighted initiatives and not just putting in fast, 
easy fixes with longer term consequences?  Every 
step in the right direction is a sign of hope that we 
are taking the care of our planet personally.  
Should all our buses be electric?  Are there hacks 
we can pass along to City Council? To our St. 
Paul’s Council? To our neighbours? 
Please feel free to send links, share your thoughts, 
provide tips on this page each issue!!     
 
 

A Repair Café North Saanich volunteer holds up an 
"it's fixed" sign as a customer holds up a food 
processor at an event in 2020.  
(Photo: Susan McDonald) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fix it, don’t toss it! A B.C. group is practicing 
the lost art of repair 
This is an article from March 21, 2022 in 
Broadview about St John’s United church in 
Saanich, B.C.  It got me to thinking about whether 
we have any such business or skills to begin this 
sort of venture in the town of Grande Prairie. Is 
there a place in town we could mention in our 
newsletter that you would recommend? 
 
I happen to think that is one of the reasons our  
102 Street Stitchers group is such a wonderful 
group in our city.  Spread the word, so that we can 
make some buzz to keep this group growing and 
thriving.  Sewing and fixing things is a great way to 
save the environment…don’t toss it…fix it or 
repurpose it. 
Friday, April 8th 9 am to Noon – Drop in and 
check it out – I’d hate to see it disappear. . 

Small Yet Significant Life Changes You 

Can Make to Reduce Waste 

by Jesse Olson 
 

I found a number of really good articles on the 
website diynhacks.com … this is a few 

examples from the article in the title above. 
There are things you may know and some 

you may not. It takes each one of us 
changing our wasteful habits one at a time to 
make a difference for the planet, for climate 

change, and the more you read the more 
ideas we get of things we can do..  

. 

 

 
Some other articles on the “Environment” 

page on this lifestyle blog are: 
A Guide to Carbon Offsets;  

A Beginner’s Guide to Composting;  
The Repercussions of The Fast Fashion 

Industry; 
Sustainable Gift Wrapping Solutions 

 

 

https://broadview.org/repair-cafe-north-saanich/
https://broadview.org/repair-cafe-north-saanich/
https://diynhacks.com/reduce-waste-is/
https://diynhacks.com/reduce-waste-is/
https://diynhacks.com/author/jesse-olson/
https://diynhacks.com/author/jesse-olson/
https://diynhacks.com/category/environment/
https://diynhacks.com/category/environment/
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From Social Media 
 

 

Ken Dryden on what 
hockey tell us about 
Vladimir Putin 
 
 
 

 
Ten things that aren’t in your Bible… 
Here is the beginning of the “blog” by Matthew 
Distefano from January 24, 2022. The rest you 
can read at the link in the title. 
There are many things Christians think are in 
the Bible, but aren’t. Here’s a list of 10, in case 
you are interested. 
I. The Rapture 
There are a bunch of American Christians who 
think that the Rapture is taught in the Bible. It’s 
not. That doctrine was not developed until 1830, 
by a guy named John Nelson Darby. He based 
his entire theological system off a girl’s vivid 
dreams, and read his interpretation into the 
texts. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are two thought provoking blogs from 
Philip Yancey an author I follow. 
The Incredible Shrinking Planet posted Feb. 17 
2022 by Philip Yancey. 
No More Tears Left, posted March 17th on the 
war in Ukraine. 
 

From Social Media 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brenda Bos 

I want to talk about the other thing that 
happened at the Oscars last night. When Troy 
Kotsur won the award for Best Supporting Actor 
in "Coda", Yuh-Jung Youn signed to him. When 
he came forward, she knew to immediately take 
the statue back so he could sign his acceptance 
speech. His interpreter immediately had a 
microphone. Every time "Coda" won an Oscar, 
the interpreter knew where to stand to be on 
camera. Marlee Matin's interpreter knew where 
to stand for her to watch him while another 
interpreter was on camera for the audience.  
 

The show was PREPARED for the disabled 
community. They had a plan. It was not difficult, 
but it was thought through. My friends Cyndi 
Jones and Toni Joseph Castañeda Carrera are 
always teaching me this. Expect the disabled to 
be among you, and prepare a place for them. 
Beyond the second deaf person ever winning 
an Oscar (Marlee Matlin's got one too!) this was 
a major victory and I was inspired.  

 

(Editor’s comment…this too is an example of how to 
be an affirming community) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

,

 

 

 

 

https://epaper.nationalpost.com/article/282179359599094?fbclid=IwAR20oi23RAaSKFY-oQC5gbrlwfEGx9A21YPposBBNu-l1sKDgbXoMb5UbLg
https://epaper.nationalpost.com/article/282179359599094?fbclid=IwAR20oi23RAaSKFY-oQC5gbrlwfEGx9A21YPposBBNu-l1sKDgbXoMb5UbLg
https://epaper.nationalpost.com/article/282179359599094?fbclid=IwAR20oi23RAaSKFY-oQC5gbrlwfEGx9A21YPposBBNu-l1sKDgbXoMb5UbLg
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/allsetfree/2022/01/10-things-that-arent-in-your-bible/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=FBCP-TCL&fbclid=IwAR2zNIREDdUP42zYyZB2yB8NnhjAbirdTaeHtu0oJLA_bMNgCkSjRJ69oEk
https://philipyancey.com/the-incredible-shrinking-planet
https://philipyancey.com/no-more-tears-left
https://www.facebook.com/brenda.bos1
https://www.facebook.com/brenda.bos1
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From the Pews 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Nicki George for sharing these prayers 
from the book:  
A Pocket Book of Prayers for Women 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

While not from our pews I thought I’d add these articles from Lection Connections on Seasons of the 
Spirit website. On February 20th the “theme” for that week was Living as Disciples and Paul Turley in 
his reflection on the focus scripture that week asked these questions 
Explore… Luke 6:27–38 

• Because our culture is focused on the individual, it is easy for us to assume that Jesus is talking here to us as individuals. But 
in the first century people were far more orientated to the group, family, and clan. Jesus’ first hearers would most likely have 
heard him talking to them as a collective. What insights come to you from this reading, when you think about it as addressed 
to us as a group? 

• For Jesus to call us to love our enemies and to do good to those who hate us, it must be that we have enemies and haters. 
We may not like to think about this. We may wish to get along with everyone. But if we are to follow the radical way of Jesus, 
that may not always be possible. What activities or practices in your faith community might draw enemies? 

 

On February 6th 2022 Sandra Rooney reflects on the theme “Called into Mission” 
Explore… Luke 5:1–11 

• What caused those fishermen to leave their comfort zone to follow Jesus? 
• Whose voice inviting you into something new and ambitious would you trust? Why?? 
• What would it take to draw you out of your comfort zone into some new service? 
• When have you followed someone out of your comfort zone into a new form of service? 

Prayer… 
Creator God, we never know when or how we will hear your call and we pray that we may find ourselves willing to trust the voice that 
calls us out of our comfort zone to follow the ways of Jesus wherever they may lead. Amen. 

 

Let My Light Shine 
 

Dear Jesus, help me to spread 
Your fragrance everywhere I go. 

Flood my soul with Your Spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess 

my whole being so utterly, 
that my life only be 

a radiance of Yours. 
Shine through me, and be so in me, 
that every soul I come in contact with 
may feel your presence in my soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer me, 
but only Jesus! 

Stay with me, and then I shall be gin to 
shine as You shine; 

so to shine as to be a light to others. 
 
 

~ John Henry Newman 
 

Use Your Gifts for His Glory 
 

O Lord our God, 
give us by Your Holy Spirit 

a willing heart and a ready hand 
to use all Your gifts 

to Your praise and glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

~ Thomas Cranmer 

Terry Anderson wrote the book – Den of Lions 
He was a journalist that was imprisoned in a Lebanon jail for 7 years. This is one of his quotes: 
 

“As a Christian I am required to forgive.  I will not poison my life with hate.” 
 

Is this not what Jesus also wanted for us?  For us to forgive others but to also forgive ourselves. 
 

Thanks to Rachel Haines for her reflection on our theme. 

https://www.seasonsonline.ca/10/past_spirit_sightings_the_archives/
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Around St Paul’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
For the Regional “Love Your Neighbour” themed 

ice and snow competition in February. 
We had some winter fun 
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Around St Paul’s 
 

THIS ROOM Is now officially called Kid’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who took the time to vote. 
Hopefully with a nice big “name sign” we can 
post some of the art work created in that room.  

- Or post notices of what’s happening for kids. THANK YOU to Tim Brown on property for the install       

 
Distinguished Woman of 

Influence 

Mieke de Groot was recognized 
this year as the Distinguished 
Woman of Influence for her 
passionate work breaking 
barriers by advocating for 
accessibility. Her roles include 
sitting as a founding member 
and a co-leader for the 
Accessibility Advisory Committee 
of Grande Prairie, Board Director 
for the Grande Prairie 
Residential Society, Regional 
Program Coordinator for Spinal 
Cord Injury Alberta and area 

coordinator for the Alberta College of Social Workers. She is a 
mentor enhancing education and practicum opportunities for upcoming social workers to provide 
strong client services and increase community development. She has made an immeasurable impact 
at the local, provincial, and national level, creating accessibility and inclusivity with a hands-on, 
community-driven approach to change. Most notably, she received national recognition for 
consultations associated with Making an Accessible Canada for Persons with Disabilities preliminary 
to the writing of the 2019 Legislation resulting in the Accessible Canada Act. 
Congratulations to Mieke for this well-deserved recognition! 

To read more about the annual event held on International Women’s Day, and about the other three 
winners see more of the article here on the City of Grande Prairie website. 
Maybe you know someone you’d like to nominate for next year’s awards. Nominations usually open 
in January.   

lo 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

To Donna and Art Macklin 
who celebrated 50 years of 

marriage Feb. 25th  
Photo: T Sedore Photography 

https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/news/community-social-development/women-influence-awards-2022
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Broader United Church of Canada     News / Updates 
 

Hit the Refresh Button this April – News from Naramata about their online courses. 
PS,,,they are also hiring if you’re looking for a place to work or serve? 
 
What went wrong when one Bancroft, Ontario United church opened a shelter 
“The Sanctuary” was supposed to alleviate the town’s homelessness crisis. It closed less than a 
month after opening.  This is a great article from August 5, 2021 but a great reminder that great 
ideas are worth trying, but you may fail too. 
 
 

The Well Aged Seminars. 
Online registration is now open. A series of seminars run by SLR, the Society for Learning in 
Retirement. For those who are old, and those who expect to be old someday. And those who are 
working with old people. Seriously old people. The Platinum agers. 
Lively, interesting and fun. An inside look about what it's like to be old. 
It's based on Ralph Milton’s book, Well Aged, Making the Most of Your Platinum Years which you 
can buy at most bookstores and the various online outlets. 
Registration is online for people in any part of the world. In person for those who live in and around 
Kelowna. 12:30 to 2:30. Tuesdays, April 5 to May 3. $20.00. 
If you want more of an idea of what this aging project is all about, go on YouTube and search for 
Well Aged Ralph Milton. 
To register just click on this SLR website.      https://www.slrkelowna.ca/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So this would be 9:30 – 10:45 am our time. 
It is on ZOOM if you feel like you’d like to give  
something different a try? 
Perhaps you’ve always wanted to learn how 
to play the Ukulele? 
This is being sponsored by the Atlantic Regions. 
 
I hope you are keeping up with all the workshops and 
 book studies, and learning opportunities in the  
weekly eblasts from the Regional office. 
Here is the link to the newsletter for March 29th 

 

 
Solution for Puzzle in last issue. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Hit-the-Refresh-Button-this-April.html?soid=1101775448794&aid=ijU8y_5xBoM
https://broadview.org/bancroft-ontario-st-pauls-united/?fbclid=IwAR1LfKtEU9_Jnsm4ksY-URyvjsWZeGjF_B-0Jys7MtECpiAVzPDrdOGvO-M
https://www.slrkelowna.ca/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022March29ENewsE.pdf
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“A Place in the Choir” 

Sermon by Naomi Isaac, presented March 13, 2022 

as part of a service led by the Affirming ministry team 
 

Trouble in the Amen Corner – by Archie Campbell 

It was a stylish congregation: you could see they’d been around, 

And they had the biggest pipe organ of any church in town. 

But over in the amen-corner of that church sat Brother Eyer,  

and he insisted every Sunday on singing in the choir. 
 

His voice was cracked and broken; age had touched his vocal chords, 

And nearly every Sunday he’d get behind and miss the words. 

Well the choir got so flustered the church was told in fine 

The Brother Eyer must stop singing or the choir was gonna resign. 
 

So the pastor appointed a committee, I think it was three or four, 

And they got in their fine big car and drove up to Eyer’s door. 

They found the choir’s great trouble sitting there in an old arm-chair 

The summer’s golden sunbeams lay upon his snow-white hair. 
 

Said one, “We’re here dear brother, with the vestry’s approbation 

To discuss a little matter that affects the congregation. 

Now, it seems that your voice is interfering with the choir, 

So, if you’ll just lay out, or…Are you listening, Brother Eyer…?” 
 

The old man raised his head, a sign that he did hear; 

And on his furrowed cheek they caught the glitter of a tear. 

His feeble hands pushed back the locks as white as silky snow, 

And he answered the committee in a voice both soft and low: 
 

“I wonder if beyond the tide that’s breaking at my feet, 

In that far-off temple where my Master and I shall meet: 

Yes, I wonder if, when I try to sing the songs of God up higher 

I wonder if they’ll kick me out of singing in Heaven’s choir?” 
 

A silence filled the little room, the old man bowed his head; 

The committee went on back to town, but Brother Eyer was dead. 

A few church-goers watched the door, but the old man entered not 

The choir missed him for a while, but he was soon forgot. 
 

Far away his voice is sweet, and he sings his heart’s desires 

Where there are no church committees and no fashionable choirs. 
 

A sense of belonging is crucial for good physical and mental health. We all need to have a place in 

the choir, a place to belong. What are the factors in having a sense of belonging, and how does a 

sense of belonging relate to being the congregation of St. Paul’s United Church, and to our journey 

towards becoming an affirming congregation? 
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These are some of the questions I would like to address this morning, using the Scriptures we heard 

earlier. 
 

First, I think a sense of belonging comes from being known, being seen, as we are. The passage 

from Psalm 139 says it so eloquently – “O Lord, you have searched me and known me. For it was 

you who formed my inward parts: you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. My frame was not 

hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your 

eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 

when none of them as yet existed.”  
 

In order to have a sense of belonging we have to be known and seen. God knows and sees us. God 

sees the parts of our personality, the chromosomes, the hormones, who we are attracted to, all the 

internal workings that go into our sense of who we are. God knew I was gay long before I figured it 

out. Theological and social discussions of gender and sexuality have often been focused on a binary 

and complementary model of male and female based on genitalia (am I allowed to say that word in 

church?). But the binary model is woefully inadequate to account for the rich diversity of human 

experience. Today I want to highlight intersex persons as an example of how the binary model is 

incomplete. On the flag in the lobby intersex is represented by the purple circle on a yellow 

background, and is not often included in the LGBTQ acronym – sometimes we hear the longer 

acronym 2SLGBTQIA+ - intersex persons are the letter “I” in the acronym.  
 

Here are some facts about intersex. Millions of people around the world have sexual characteristics 

that do not fit neatly into the categories of male or female. Intersex is an umbrella term used to 

describe a wide range of natural variations that affect genitals, gonads, hormones, chromosomes, or 

reproductive organs. Sometimes these characteristics are visible at birth, sometimes they appear at 

puberty, and sometimes they are not physically apparent at all. But according to our Scripture, God 

knows it and sees it.   
 

Around 1.7% of the population is born with intersex traits, about the same as the number of people 

with red hair. Having only two categories of male and female effectively denies the existence of 

transgender and intersex people. 
 

Many intersex children undergo surgery in an effort to normalize them, trying to conform them to fit 

society’s idea of what a boy or girl should look like, but these procedures can cause major problems, 

and they are actually a human rights violation. 
 

Intersex is not the same as transgender. Intersex refers to variations of physical sexual 

characteristics, while transgender refers to people whose gender identity is different from the sex 

they were assigned at birth. An intersex person may identify as trans, they may be straight, gay, 

lesbian, bisexual or asexual, and may identify as female, male, both, or neither. What intersex and 

transgender share in common, however, is that we cannot neatly divide people into two categories of 

male and female. The Bible recognizes the existence of eunuchs, people who were very likely 

intersex, and in the past intersex persons were known as hermaphrodites, but the preferred term 

now is intersex which represents an in-between sex. Here is an interesting fact – although most of us 
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 appear to be either clearly male or clearly female, we are each complex mosaics of male and female 

characteristics. And probably all of us at times have felt constricted by the socially prescribed gender 

binary – that we don’t quite fit into the stereotypical male/female boxes in one way or another.  
 

And I think that brings us to the second point. A sense of belonging requires not only being seen and 

known as we are, but also being accepted as we are, affirmed that who we are is a reflection of 

being made in the image of God. I think this is brought out in the other two readings. Listen to these 

words from the letter to the Galatians – “for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith…. There is no longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there is no longer male and 

female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise.” 

Notice that you are all children of God through faith, and Paul mentions several binaries that existed 

in his time and says that they are not to be used to divide – ALL belong. These were very strong 

binaries in that time, dividing between “us” and “them.”  
 

I think we need to understand how radical this statement was for the recipients of the letter. There is 

no longer Jew or Greek. The Jews were God’s chosen people, and everyone else was a Greek or a 

Gentile. All the purity laws of the Hebrew Bible were designed to emphasize the difference and to 

keep them separate (yet at the same time, even in the Hebrew Bible there are many examples of 

non-Jews who joined with the Israelite nation or were helped by 

Israel’s God). No more dividing people according to Jew or 

Gentile – it doesn’t apply – you belong to Christ. There is no 

longer slave or free – again, slaves were non-entities when it 

came to society, simply utilitarian objects to be used and 

discarded at will – no more dividing people according to slaves 

and owners – it doesn’t apply – you belong to Christ. There is no 

longer male and female – patriarchy was the rule of the day – 

males had power and privilege, and females were beneath and 

subject to males – no more dividing people according to sex or 

gender – it doesn’t apply – you belong to Christ. This doesn’t 

mean that people cannot identify as any of these categories, but rather that these categories must 

not be used to divide and determine who is in or out or who has power and privilege. They are all 

accepted as belonging to Christ, they all have “a place in the choir.” 
 

In the Acts passage we have the story of how Peter came to understand that God accepted all 

people, not just the Jews. This was a very big issue in the early church, which caused much debate 

and dissension as to whether Gentiles should be included among the followers of Christ and whether 

they would have to follow Jewish religious rules. Cornelius was a Roman centurion who was a 

devout man who prayed to God, and Peter was a Jewish follower of Christ. We might understand the 

friction between these two groups if we think of Ukraine and Russia. The Romans had occupied 

Israelite territory and ruled with cruelty. Cornelius, a Roman centurion, was told by an angel to go 

ask for Peter to come and teach him. Peter, meantime, was up on the roof praying while he was 

waiting for dinner and received a vision of a large sheet coming down from heaven. In it were all the  
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animals that were forbidden for Jews to eat according to the purity laws of the Hebrew Bible. And he 

was told to kill and eat… 

“But Peter said, ‘By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ The 

voice said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This  

happened three times” (Acts 10:14-16). God was telling Peter that all people belonged – there was 

no difference. They had “a place in the choir.” 
 

Third, a sense of belonging involves the feeling of common humanity which I talked about the last 

time I preached when I talked about compassion. With compassion, and with belonging, there is a 

sense of common humanity – we are connected, and we are all in this together – we are all children 

of God. While the idea of being welcoming is great as long as it means being open to each other, I 

think there can be an implication in saying we are welcoming that we are assuming we are in, and 

we have the power to accept or allow others in, and I have a bit of a problem with that. I think we can 

see from our Scriptures that all belong to God, we are all on an equal footing, we simply share in our 

common humanity – none of us has the power to 

exclude or include others – we simply need to reflect 

what is already true – all belong – all have “a place in 

the choir.” 
 

And finally, a sense of belonging involves knowing 

that others are on our side and will stand up for us. I 

think this is especially important when it comes to 

those who are marginalized in any way by sexism, 

racism, ageism, homophobia, transphobia, ableism, 

or any other ism you can think of. Knowing that 

someone has your back is crucial in having a sense 

of belonging. Later in the next chapter when Peter 

was criticized for going to the Gentiles, Peter 

recounted the story and said, “The Spirit told me to 

go with them and not make a distinction between 

them and us….and as I began to speak, the Holy 

spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning…If then God gave them the same gift that 

he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” (Acts 11: 

12,15,17). I believe God is showing us in our day that 

LGBTQIA+ persons have “a place in the choir” just the same as everyone else, and we need to 

stand up and proclaim it, especially because there are many voices in Christendom who are 

condemning and excluding anyone who doesn’t fit into a male/female heterosexual paradigm. 
 

Having a sense of belonging is essential for our well-being. A sense of belonging comes from being 

known as we are, from being accepted as we are, from a sense of common humanity, and from 

knowing others will stand up for us. May we at St. Paul’s provide a place of belonging for all that 

reflects the truth that all have “a place in the choir!” 
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At St Paul’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Paul’s Choir on March 13th – singing “All God’s Creatures Got a Place in the Choir” 
Donated by Valerie Jenner for us to sing when she won the honour to choose an anthem at the  
Time and Talent Auction two years ago.  Thanks Valerie – it was great fun pulling that together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two more St Paul’s folk…who were on a stage in Feb. 
Doug Currie and Madison White performed in  
Fiddler on the Roof. I believe Leslie Ann McCloskey was in the Orchestra and Gail Shau on 
costumes, but no pictures? Well done to all of you. A wonderful evening out. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

What language should you speak on Pi Day?     Sine language 
Why did Pi have it’s driver’s license revoked?    Because it didn’t know when to stop 
What do you get when a bunch of sheep stand in a circle?    Shepherd’s Pi 
What’s a shark’s favorite dessert?  Octo-pi     My password is the last eight digits of pi. 
Love is not a pie, eight slices and you’re done. Love is irrational and never ending.  
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Reading Corner 

 
We have a lot of books in the church library. 
Perhaps you’d like to borrow one or two every 
once in a while. Let’s get using it – or have a 
book sale and repurpose the space? 
 

Judy sent this book 
review:  about Lisa 
Salazar’s book 
Transparently, Behind 
the Scenes of a Good 
Life. 
“A personal spiritual 
journey of someone 
struggling to be a good 
man – who finally 
allows the beautiful 
wpman inside to emerge” 
To my friends at St Paul’s, 
In an effort to educate myself about the 
Affirming Team and to learn about 
transgender people, I just read this very 
interesting book. 
It is from the Grande Prairie library and has 
helped me understand why some people are 
trans.  I would recommend it and it is an 
interesting read. 
Judy Barber 
 

I know Susan Thomson has a book she has offered to lend to anyone 
that would like to take a look at it. Please speak to her if you are 
interested in borrowing Picking Up the Pieces.. The story about the 
making of the Witness Blanket. 
There is already a plan being worked on to bring one of the travelling 
displays of the “Witness Blanket” to Grande Prairie 
Have you got a book you’d recommend? We’d be happy to share it here. 
Speaking of reading / learning / and educating ……. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

A few pictures from the 
Ditch the Draft Rally at 
City Hall yesterday. 
These were some folks 
you might know Brenda 
Rowe, Karen Scott, 
Susan Thomson, Paula 
Anderson and Rachel 
Haines, Andrea Willman 
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Around the Area 
 

Beaverlodge Cultural Centre 
It’s back with a flourish! The annual Quilt Show, that is. 
The quilters and helpers marched in and created order 
out of chaos.  
More than 70 quilts got shaken out of their delivery bags 
and found new homes for the next month on the walls, 
racks and shelves throughout the galleries, halls and the 
tea room.  
You won’t want to miss this one; it’s inspiring! And there’s 
a table full of moderately priced quilted items that would 
make perfect gifts for giving or for yourself. 
 
 

Some of you may have noticed we have a new soprano in our midst.  th. 
This was posted on The Philip J. Currie Dinosaur Museum website, so thought I’d share so we can 
all get to know her a little better. 
Exciting news! We would like to officially introduce our new Assistant Curator, Dr. Emily L. Bamforth!! 
We are beyond excited to have her at the PJCDM. Here are 10 facts to help you get to know Emily 
better: 

Emily grew up as a dinosaur-loving kid in Edmonton 

She completed a BSc in Evolutionary Biology at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, AB 

Emily completed a MSc in Invertebrate Paleontology at Queens University in Kingston, ON 

As part of her thesis work while at Queens University, Emily named and described three new 
species of 545-million-year-old fossils from Newfoundland! 

She completed her PhD at McGill University in Montreal, QC, with a thesis on the dinosaur mass 
extinction 

Emily collected and catalogued over 12,000 fossils as part of her thesis fieldwork in 
Saskatchewan! 

Before her time here at the PJCDM, Emily served as the paleontologist at the Royal 
Saskatchewan Museum’s satellite facility, the T. rex Discovery Centre, in Eastend, SK. 

At the T. rex Centre, Emily shared her workspace with the world’s largest T. rex, nicknamed 
‘Scotty’. The specimen was found near Eastend in 1991. 

Her coolest finds in Saskatchewan include the second duck-billed dinosaur skull ever found in the 
province, and the skull of a gigantic mosasaur called a Prognathodon! 

Emily is a big advocate for women in the STEM disciplines. In 2019, she was awarded the Woman 
of Distinction Award for Science by the Saskatchewan YWCA. 
(That may also explain her choice of a dinosaur costume for our “A Place in the Choir” anthem 
It really was too bad there was a wardrobe malfunction that day – as she was a magnificent 
dancing dinosaur at our dress rehearsal practices) 
 
Which also gives me the perfect segue to these notices of things to do through the Museum. 
 

1) Archosaur April Absurdity – Carnivores vs. Herbivores      

a battle of the archosaurs started April 2nd   – can you pick the winners? 

2) Summer Camps…become a junior naturalist and explore one of the world’s most famous 

dinosaur bonebeds. Campers will spend a week among the prehistoric rocks and boreal forest of 

Pipestone Creek learning through exploration and games about natural history.  Register HERE 

3) Paleontologist for a Day – Join a real paleontologist for a Day  learn more here. 

4) Rafting Tours – along the Wapiti River and learn about the paleontology of the Peace Region. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BeaverlodgeCulturalCentre
https://www.facebook.com/BeaverlodgeCulturalCentre
https://www.facebook.com/curriemuseum/posts/5050977591615957
https://dinomuseum.ca/events/archosaur-april-absurdity-2022/
https://dinomuseum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/AAA2022_Bracket.pdf
https://dinomuseum.ca/programs/summer-day-camps/
https://dinomuseum.ca/programs/palaeontologist-for-a-day/
1)%09https:/dinomuseum.ca/programs/rafting-tour/
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Around Town 
 

Bear Creek Folk Music Festival We're incredibly thrilled to present our 2022 
festival lineup! We'll see you all on the hill, August 12-14!! 
Tickets available online and at the GPLT box office 780-538-1616 
https://bearcreekfolkfest.org/festival/2022-artist-lineup/ 
 

April 1st – April 30th – Birds of Muskoseepi  Free  The community is invited to 
participate in the Birds of Muskoseepi scavenger hunt. Join in on the fun by 
downloading the interactive scavenger hunt app, completing missions and 
getting the chance to win awesome prizes! Check it out at the link above. 
 

Sat. April 9th – 2 pm – 5 pm Eyeshine: The Boreal Forest at Night’ Exhibit Launch  - Free 
At Grande Prairie Museum 
The exhibit launch features a special event from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. centered around the book launch ‘Finding Moose’ by Sue 
Farrell Holler. 
Families are invited to come participate in various fun moose-themed activities at the event including: 

Live book readings in celebration of the Finding Moose book launch at 2 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 4:15 p.m. 
A discovery table featuring Indigenous moose hair tufting              Crafts 
A scavenger hunt                                                                            
Treats and drinks 

 

Sat., April 16th – 9:30 am – 3:30 pm 
– Easter Eggstravaganza - $5 for 
children, free for adults 
At Heritage Village – get your 
colouring page here. and includes a 
parental consent form. 
 

Sunday, May 8th – 12:30 – 2:30 pm  
or 3:00 – 5:00 pm - Cost $5.00 – 
Mother’s Day Paint Date 
Registration is required.  (some 
spots are already gone so don’t wait 
to check it if you’re interested. 
 

Registration for City run Summer 
Day Camps opened March 11th 
 

SAVE THE DATE: - GP Pride Family 
Carnival – July 11th – come visit or 
help out at our table. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Garage Sale 
Week of August 22nd to August 27th 
Box like things; Boldly label boxes; 
Make sure items are clean and 
In working order. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://bearcreekfolkfest.org/festival/2022-artist-lineup/?fbclid=IwAR38wEUdz3dY3hvoF9hr__gGmLB9XxRanhfGxxVFnOBT7CmaOMG1Eg-TwNk
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/muskoseepi-park/birds-muskoseepi
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/muskoseepi-park/birds-muskoseepi
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/muskoseepi-park/birds-muskoseepi
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/muskoseepi-park/birds-muskoseepi
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/muskoseepi-park/birds-muskoseepi
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/grande-prairie-museum/eyeshine-boreal-forest-night
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/community-recreation-sports-development/easter
https://www.cityofgp.com/sites/default/files/docs/easter_colouring_sheet_2022_1_1.pdf
https://www.cityofgp.com/culture-community/news-events/event-calendar/grande-prairie-museum/mothers-day-paint-date
https://www.cityofgp.com/parks-recreation/programs-camps-funding/day-camps
https://www.cityofgp.com/parks-recreation/programs-camps-funding/day-camps
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At St Paul’s 
 

I find it interesting that the last “social” event we had before the world shut down for COVID19 was 
our first P.I.E. Day event….March 14th, 2020….and the first one this year was again P.I.E. Day on 
March 14th 2022. Here are some pictures from both of those events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           Forgot to get pictures of the pizza pie’s for 2022.  
    But thankfully the Waldie family checked out the 
        Photo opportunities. 
 

 
 
 
NEW EVENT – We’re going to try for 
2022 – starting APRIL 29th 
On the last Friday of the month (except in 
August and December) 
we’ll be hosting a Pizza ‘n’ Games Night 
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. 
We’ll start out in the Friendship Room. 
 

FOOD and DRINKS  Let Sharon Adams 
know what kind of pizza you like as she’ll 
be ordering.  The cost will be:$1.00 a 
slice for pizza;  50 cents for canned 
beverages - and water, coffee or tea will 
be free. We’ll have change or you can run 
a tab and e-transfer Sharon at the end of 
the night. Just want to cover our costs. 
 

GAMES…Crokinole, Uno, Skipbo, Farkle, 
Qwerkle, Cribbage, Garbage, Scrabble, 
Euchre   Bring your favourite game – 
donate your unused or duplicate games. 
 

Tell your friends and neighbours and let’s 
make it a community event for folks that 
want a family friendly night out to sit and 
talk or play a game – and not have to 
cook supper. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINI CALENDAR   You can always check our website calendar too 

APRIL 
Sun., Apr 3rd – 10 am Lent 5 – Communion and Baptism 
Wed., Apr 6th – 1:30 pm – UCW Unit 1 – In the Friendship Room 
Fri., Apr 8th – 9 am – 12 noon – 102 Street Stitchers in the Friendship Room – use NW doors 
Fri., Apr. 8th – 7 pm – Sound Bath in the Large Basement – NE doors open 6:45 
Sat., Apr 9th – Vimy Ridge Day 
Sun., Apr 10th – 10 am - Palm Sunday – Palm Parade 
Thu., Apr 14th – 7 pm - Maundy Thursday – Prayer and Communion in the Friendship Room 
Fri., Apr 15th –  7 pm - Good Friday – Come and Remember with us – in the Sanctuary 
Sun., Apr 17th – 10 am - Easter Sunday Celebration – St Paul’s Bells are Playing 
Mon., Apr 18th – 7 pm – Council Meeting 
Fri., Apr 22nd  - Earth Day 
Fri., Apr 22nd – Sound Bath in the Large Basement – NE doors open 6:45 
Sat., Apr 23rd – 1pm – 3 pm – Affirm Movie Matinee – “For They Know Not What They Do” 
Wed., Apr 27th – Administrative Professionals Day 
Fri., Apr 29th –  6:30 – 8:30 Pizza ‘n’ Games Night 
 
 
MAY 
May is Asian Heritage Month 
Wed., May 4th – 1:30 pm UCW Unit 1 
Sun., May 8th - - Mother’s Day Worship 
Tue., May 17th – Int’l Day Against 
                Homophobia, Transphobia 
                And Biphobia 
Wed., May 18th – 1:30 pm UCW Spring  
         Gathering 
Mon., May 23rd - Victoria Day 
Fri., May 27th – 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
  Pizza ‘n’ Games Night 
 
 
JUNE 
June is Indigenous History Month 
June is Pride Month 
June 21st – National Indigenous  
  People’s Day 

 

RECURRING: 
10:00 am Sun     Worship – in person 
        And on YouTube 
5:00 pm  Mon     Junior Bells  
7:00 pm  Mon     Senior Bells 
1:00 pm  Tue     Prayer time on FB 
6:00 pm  Wed….Coffee Chat ZOOM 
1:00 pm  Thu     Prayer time on FB 
7:45 pm  Thu     Choir practice 

https://74071685.view-events.com/calendar/74071685/

