
 
ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 

September 28, 2025 
 

Through Faith, we walk on the path Jesus set for us. 
The people of St. Paul’s Belong… Believe… Love… Listen… Lead. 

 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME    MV130    Rise Up Rise Up (twice) (CCLI) 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TREATY 
 

LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
People of God, welcome to this place. 
Children of God, gather your hearts and voices and prayers. 
Beloved of God, open your being to God’s presence. 
We come to worship the Creator of all, joining with God’s global family. 
Gathered in Christ’s name we greet each other with Christ’s peace. 
 
WE GREET EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
The embers of a campfire produce a red glow. The sun rising and setting makes a brilliant array of pink and purple and 
orange shadows. A lighthouse emits a flashing beam of light, warning of danger. Lightning flashes a dazzling streak of light 
across the sky during a storm. And our Christ candle sends out gleams of soft light, reminding us of Christ’s presence in our 
lives. We light our Christ candle and we quiet our hearts for worship. 

(Written by Laura Turnbull https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/ Adapted) 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Great Spirit, whose voice we hear in the winds,  
and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear us.  
We come before you as your children.  
We are small and weak; we need your strength and wisdom.  
Let us walk in beauty,  
and make our eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset.  
May our hands respect the things you have made,  
may our ears be sharp to hear your voice.  
Make us wise,  that we may know the things you have taught your people,  
the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.  
We seek strength, not to be superior to our brothers and sisters,  
but to live in harmony with ourselves and all your creation.  
Help us to be ever ready to come to you, so when life fades as a fading sunset,  
our spirits may come to you without shame. Amen.  

(Traditional Native American Prayer https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/) 
 

Gathering Hymn    MV135    Called By Earth and Sky (1L) 
 

WE SHARE AS GOD’S CHILDREN THE BIBLE’S STORY IN WORD AND IN SONG: 
 
A TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART Why is My Shirt Orange? 
 
PRAYER FOR & ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Creator, you call us to live in peace, harmony and justice with our neighbours, 

 

https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/
https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/


sharing the gifts of creation, sharing the lands and waters. 
Our faith stories remind us that the earth is yours, and the fullness thereof, 
from the waters beneath to the air up above. 
So why, God of Grace, do we often fight about who has the trues claim to the land? 
Why do we push others off of land where they have been before in the name of economy and progress? 
God of Grace, help us recapture a vision of a world where we share the land and its riches, 
reawaken in us a desire to be live in peace and harmony, justice and love with our neighbours, rebuilding broken 
relationships. 

...time of silent prayer.. 
God shares with us a vision for how the world could be. God empowers and enables us to live into that vision with grace and 
mercy and forgiveness. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
Psalm 24:1-2 
Jeremiah 32:6-15 
 
SERMON This Land is...Whose? 
 

A MOMENT OF REFLECTION 
(trusting that God is at work in our midst we allow 

the words we have heard to settle and stir in our souls) 
 
Hymn     Sweetgrass and Candle (1L) 
 

WE EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE TO GOD AND PREPARE FOR MINISTRY IN THE  
 

THE OFFERING 
Mission & Service Story Keeping Language and Culture Alive 

(https://united-church.ca/stories/keeping-language-and-culture-alive) 
The Invitation: 
Sung Dedication Off: MV104 Know That God is Good (Twice)(1L) 
 
Dedication Prayer 
Abundant God, bless our commitments. Let our gifts of love multiply and shower the world with love. Let us 
be each other’s encouragement and building up. Amen.  

(Written by Whitney Bruno https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/) 
 

Sharing of Celebrations and Concerns 
Prayers of the People 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Hymn    MV172    God Says (1L) 
 

COMMISSIONING 
As we close our worship, we continue to pray, 
for healing, for truth-telling, for truth-hearing, for reconciliation 
As we leave this space we go out into the world, 
committing to work for healing, for rebuilding relationships, for the coming of the Kingdom 
As we live and serve we trust that God is with us, 
moving in the hearts of all, pushing us to be more than we are. 
Go with God 
 

SUNG BENEDICTION:     TLUS105     May You Be Held (thrice) (1L) 
POSTLUDE 

https://united-church.ca/stories/keeping-language-and-culture-alive
https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/


Announcements 

Ministry by:  The Congregation 
Enabling Minister: Rev. Gord Waldie       Church Office: Carla Johnson 

Telephone: (780-532-2415) Email: stpaulsucgp@gmail.com 
Sunday School:  Lori Ellis, Susan K Thomson 

Youth Ministry: Valerie Jenner   Music Director: Alison White. 
 

 

If you have a prayer request, please write it in the Prayer Book on the table at the entrance to worship. Your needs will be 
included in our community prayer. 

Thank you! 
 

If you have noticed someone missing from our congregation, please contact them by phone or visit them in 
person. You may be their “angel” 

 

      Regular Office Hours: Tue–Thurs, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

(Closed over the noon hour)  

 

‘Your Giving Matters’ – Revenue for the week ending September 21st  was $12,427 (receipted giving 
including two memorial donations ) . Estimated volunteer hours are 276 (funeral lunch, meetings, Sunday 
morning) Thank you so much for all you do to support the work and ministry of St. Paul’s. Your giving 
matters!

 
 
📌 As a new program year begins, just a reminder about how we handle announcements: 
We all love to hear about what is happening within our community, however sometimes too much infor-
mation is worse than none. If you have an announcement please get it to Carla by Wednesday for inclu-
sion on the bulletin and the weekly e-blast. If there is something you want highlighted on Sunday morning 
please let the Worship Leader know (preferably with a written note) by 9:45 am that morning. Only the 
Worship Leader for the week will be making announcements from the pulpit. 

📌 Would you like a visit with Rev Gord?  This can be easily arranged by contacting the office. Call Carla and she will 

arrange something for you “    780-532-2415 

📌 FundScrip Order Reminder -Today is the last day to get your FundScrip orders in! Orders must be 

submitted by 5 PM today               

     Order forms are available in the foyer. 

   If you’re sending payment by E-transfer, please include “FundScrip Order” in the message box. For 

questions, please contact the church office or Margaret Taylor. 

 
Tuesday, September 30th  
• 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study  
We will be looking at October 5th  readings. Join here https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84226204858 

 
📌 September 30th is Truth & Reconciliation / Orange Shirt Day 

Join the Grande Prairie Friendship Centre in the Traditional Healing Garden on Monday, Sept. 29, 10 AM–1 PM 
for reflection, learning, and healing with Elder Loretta Parenteau-English. Lunch provided. All are welcome. 

 

mailto:stpaulsucgp@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84226204858


Wednesday, October 1st   
• 1:30 p.m. – UCW – (Friendship Room) 
 
Thursday, October 2nd  
• 10:30 a.m. – Music Morning fun for 2-4 year olds and their caregivers.  Cost is $5 per family per week. – 
(Kids Corner) 
 
Saturday, October 11th   
• 2:00 p.m. – Thanksgiving decorating we invite you to join us to help decorate the church for Thanksgiving. If 
you'd like to contribute, donations of produce from your garden or the grocery store will be gratefully accepted. 
These items will be used to decorate the sanctuary and will then be donated to the Salvation Army Food Bank 
the following week. 
We’ll also enjoy coffee time and a visit together once the decorating is finished. Thank you for your generosity 
and support in making our Thanksgiving celebration extra special! 

 
Saturday , October 18th  
• 8:00 a.m. – Property & Maintenance 
 

📌Forever Canadian Petition 

Anyone wishing to sign the “Citi-
zen Initiative Petition” supporting 
keeping Alberta in Canada please 
contact Paula Anderson 587-343-
9878.   
Time is of the essence - campaign 
ends in late October.! 

📌 Volunteers Needed! We are look-

ing for Scripture Readers, Door Greet-
ers, and Coffee Hosts/Hostesses 
every Sunday. Please sign the volunteer 
lists posted in the foyer if you would like 
to help. 

📌 PowerPoint Tech Help Needed! 
Do you enjoy technology or want to lend a helping hand on Sunday mornings? We're looking for volunteers 
to assist with running the PowerPoint slides during our worship services. 

• No experience necessary – we’ll provide all the training you need! 
• A great way to serve and be part of our worship team. 

 
Interested? Contact the Church office  - Thank you for considering this opportunity to support our church 
community!  
 
 
 
 
 



Financial Donations 

Interac e-Transfer 
A simple and secure way to give directly to St. Paul’s United Church. 

• Email for e-Transfers: stpaulsucgp@gmail.com 
• In the Note Field: Please include your envelope number (if applicable) and designate how you'd 

like your donation to be used. For example: 
o $25 GF (General Fund) 
o $50 MS (Mission and Service) 
o $25 OU (Outreach) 

Donations without a fund code will automatically go to the General Fund. 

Other Ways to Give: 

• Offering Envelopes: Contact Carla to receive envelopes and ensure your gifts are receipted. 
• PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance): Start or update your monthly giving anytime — just reach out 

to Carla. 
• Canada Helps: Donate online at Canada Helps. (Tax receipts issued directly by Canada Helps.) 

Moved? New to St. Paul’s? If you've recently moved or are new to the congregation, we'd love to hear from 
you! Please drop by the church office or email Carla at stpaulsucgp@gmail.com with your updated contact 
details. Help us keep our records current — thank you! 

https://www.canadahelps.org/

