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    St Paul’s United Church  

10206 – 100 Avenue, Grande Prairie, AB  T8V 0V6 
         

 
Galatians 5:22 and 23. 

“22 …, the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. 

 
 

Welcome to the Advent Season! 

Ruminating on “Gentleness” made me think of James Manley’s beautiful lyrics: 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow through the wilderness 
calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, 
wind, wind on the sea. 
 
You sang in a stable, 
you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence 
when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city 
you called once again, 
when you blew through your people 
on the rush of the wind. 
 

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow through the wilderness 
calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
stir me from placidness, 
wind, wind on the sea. 
 
You call from tomorrow, 
you break ancient schemes. 
From the bondage of sorrow 
all the captives dream dreams; 
our women see visions, 
our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions 
your people arise.  

(375 Voices United) 
 
We are called to see visions of a world renewed, to clear our eyes from old patterns so we can 
embrace seeing the world through the eyes of the babe we meet in the manger.  
– Karen Scott, Editorial Team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Regular Office Hours: 9-12 and 1-3 Monday – Friday  
Minister: Reverend Gord Waldie  gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca 
Office Manager: Carla Johnson  stpaulsucgp@gmail.com 
Music Director: Alison White  bamwhite@telus.net 
   

Telephone: 780-532-2415   Fax:  780-538-9172 
Website: www.stpaulsuc.ca    Facebook page: @stpaulsunitedgp 
YouTube Channel:  https://youtube.com/@st.paulsunitedgrandeprairie 

 

Christmas Office Hours: 
 Dec 22-29: Closed 

Dec 30-31: Open from 
9:00 AM - Noon 
Jan 1-2: Closed 

 
Lent newsletter deadline: 
January 25.  Theme TBD 

 

mailto:gwaldie@stpaulsuc.ca
mailto:stpaulsucgp@gmail.com
mailto:bamwhite@telus.net
http://www.stpaulsuc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedgp/
https://youtube.com/@st.paulsunitedgrandeprairie
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Words from Gord 

It is October 28, 2025. My heart is heavy. My outrage is bubbling. To be honest I don’t know how to 
write about Gentleness today. 

Between the draconian and undemocratic ending to the Alberta teachers strike, the prospect of 
millions of US citizens losing access to financial support for food through SNAP, the real possibility 
that ethnic cleansing will continue in Palestine, news of a category 5 hurricane set to ravage Jamaica, 
and whatever other troubling things might pass under my eyes today my heart is heavy. 

How do we respond to all the {expletive deleted} that comes flying at us these days? How do we 
remain gentle and meek in the face of injustice and unfairness and suffering? Some days I think the 
better question is “should we remain gentle and meek?”... 

In the end I think we should. I think we are called to respond passionately but gently. I think we are 
called to find a different path. We follow the one who told his followers to love their enemies, to turn 
the other cheek, to put away their sword. Jesus reminds us that there is the way the world usually 
works and there is the way the Reign of God works – and we are called to strive for the second one. 

Which does not mean it will always be easy. 

Maybe part of the problem lies in what we often think it means to be gentle. Maybe it is only me 
(though I guess I am not alone) but to be gentle carries with it the idea of letting others walk all over 
you. It suggests remaining calm and not getting worked up, not calling people out, not engaging in 
conflict. Certainly it seems idealistic and naive to suggest that we respond to the violence of the world 
with gentleness and expect to make a difference. In all of this I think I am wrong. 

To be gentle does not mean we can’t be passionate or forceful or just accept things as ‘that’s just the 
way it is’. To be gentle is about how we are passionate and forceful about what we believe to be right. 
To be gentle means following the path of a Mahatma Gandhi or Dr. Martin Luther King. To be gentle 
is to model a different way of changing the world rather than letting the world change us. 

We know that the world is not what it could (or should?) be. There are things that will make us rage. 
There are things that will make us weep. There are things that call for us to stand in the breach and 
protect the vulnerable in our midst. Do all those things. Be passionate about what it means to love. Be 
forceful about how we should live. But also be gentle. Be loving. Don’t let the violence of the world 
lead you to counter with violence.  May God help us to live lives filled with all the flavours of the fruit 
of the Spirit. 
—Gord 
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Around St Paul’s 

GARAGE SALE THANK YOU!!! 

Huge shout out to the Volunteers who helped to 
make our Garage Sale a huge success this year.   
From the folks who transported items, to those 
that unpacked/sorted/displayed and priced, to 
the folks who helped customers find that perfect 
treasure and those that took their cash, and to 
those who boxed up, hauled, transported, swept 
up you are a DREAM TEAM!!   
Thanks also to those who worked diligently on 
advertising, those who supplied snacks for the 
crew and to ALL those who PURCHASED items.  
We couldn’t have done it without you and are so 
grateful for your amazing support. 
 

See you next year!  St. Paul’s Garage Sale Team 
 

 
Thanksgiving decorations 
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Around St Paul’s 
 
UCW Craft and Bake Sale 
 

 
 
 

Scott Woods Christmas Hoedown 



 Issue 04 2025 – Advent – Page 5 

Around St Paul’s 

New banner commissioned by the SJAM team, designed by Scott:

 
Your Giving Matters – Gentleness is the 
theme of this season’s News from the 
Pews.  We could say that “Gentleness” is 
an approach to life that is about caring for 
others (and the natural world), having an 
inner strength, is not self interested …it 
embodies other fruits of the Spirit – 
patience, kindness, self control.  
How is gentleness manifested in a 
community of faith? One way is in how we 
tell the story of Jesus among us and how 
we live out the story as a community of 
believers. When we live out the story 
through caring, kindness, and gentleness 
we will give of our talent, energy and 
money. Thank you for many ways you give 
generously to St. Paul’s. 
A practical, and perhaps “gentle” way to 

give of our money is through Pre Authorized Remittance or PAR.  PAR is a helpful way to give 
regularly   even when you are absent from worship. You can sign up through our office manger, 
Carla, in the church office stating the amount and the distribution of the money (local, capital, Mission 
and Service). The amount can be changed easily with a phone call to Carla. Thank you for 
considering PAR. 
However you chose to support St. Paul’s and its mission, your giving matters!  
–Martha Dawson, for your Stewardship and Finance Team 

Weekly Events: 
Sunday, 10 am – Worship in the Sanctuary 
Tuesday, 7:00 – ZOOM Bible Study 
Thursday, 6 pm – Tai Chi – East Basement 
Thursday, 7:30 pm – Choir practice – Choir room 
 

 
 

Wednesday – Saturday, 5 – 11 pm – 
Card’s Board Game Café is open – West Basement 
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 Around St Paul’s 
 

Ministers in the United Church are eligible to take a Sabbatical Leave after 
every 5 years of service with a congregation. Gord took a Sabbatical in 2016 
as a way of celebrating the 15th anniversary of his ordination. 10 years later it 
is time to celebrate his 25th anniversary and so Ministry & Personnel has 
granted his request to take a Sabbatical in 2026. This will be a 4-month leave 
(3 months of Sabbatical and 1 month of vacation time) – by which point Gord 
figures he would surely be more than ready to get back to work (And Patty and 
Ashley might be even more ready for him to be home less). 
 

Gord will start this leave on Friday May 8th and return to work on Tuesday 
September 8th. Taking the leave over the summer months is likely to be the 

least disruptive for the life of the congregation and makes for an easy burden for the Pastoral Charge 
Supervisor who would need to be appointed (they should normally have to attend only two Council 
meetings in that time). 
 

Between now and May we will work out the details of how the congregations will cover this time.  The 
Worship Team has already had some very early discussion about Pulpit Supply. If this is something 
you might be interested in please contact Betty McNaught. M&P, Gord, and Council will work out 
details around coverage for Pastoral Care and Funerals. Gord will work with the Tech Team to ensure 
people are comfortable troubleshooting the streaming system as need arises. 
 

In his request for the Sabbatical Gord wrote: 
My vision for the Sabbatical Time would include rest and reset for my mental well-being, that 
would include some family time and possible travelling. I also plan to take the time to look into 
newer ways of being the church in an increasingly digital world. This would include some 
reading (starting with David Lochhead’s ahead-of-its-time book Theology in a Digital World if I 
can get my hands on a copy) and interviewing people who have/are been involved in online 
work within the church. In particular I would think of talking with folk from Yellowknife with their 
new ministry model and Stéphane Vermette who was or is involved in an online-only church. I 
would also see talking with Allan Buckingham about his Together We Worship project and to 
places that have made use of that model. This investigation can include looking at both “how 
can we be a hybrid church” and different ministry models in a world where more places can not 
afford full-time ministry. Obviously this is an area that could quickly become a Doctor of Ministry 
level project so some paring down of ideas will have to happen. 

 

In keeping with the subject matter I would see most of the content gathering being done 
remotely, using Zoom or other such platforms to meet with people. I think a concluding 
paper/write up of my learnings would be an appropriate end goal. 

 

We wish Gord well in his planning and hope that he finds the Sabbatical a refreshing and renewing 
time. 

Ministry & Personnel Team 
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Around St Paul’s 

Council is presently looking to develop a group of people who would be interested in Pastoral Care.   
Training would be provided to this group who would like to visit with shut in seniors, St Paul’s 
members who are now living in lodges and nursing homes, and anyone not able to make it to regular 
services.   
If you and a friend think you might like to take on this task on behalf of St Paul’s please contact 
Susan McKenzie for further information 
 

Do you enjoy spending time with children? 
Do you have a passion to share God’s Love with little people? 
 
If so, please consider helping with Sunday School.  We are looking for a 
Coordinator or 2 folks open to sharing that role. And people to be hands on 
support in the room. Our children are our future and need the opportunity to 

learn the stories of Jesus at levels appropriate for them.  We have multiple resources on hand and 
need a few more dedicated folks willing to work with our youth.  Many hands make light work and 
there is nothing more rewarding than sharing God’s joy with children! 
 

If you would like more information please talk to  
Christian Development Rep: Brenda Stouffer or text/call 780-832-9371. 

 
 
Friendly reminder that if you would like to receive a charitable donation receipt 
for 2025, your contributions should be dropped off to the church office by 
December 30th.  
Of course e-transfers received by midnight December 31st will be included on 
your 2025 charitable donation receipt. 
Thank you for your support of St. Paul’s ministry in Grande Prairie. 
 

 
Special Christmas Outreach Appeal 
As we prepare our hearts for the joy of the Christmas season, we invite you 
to join us in a special effort to bless our community.  
We are asking that you consider giving an extra donation to support our 
Local Outreach Fund, which allows St. Paul’s to respond to needs in our 
community.  

Donations can be placed in the marked envelopes or sent via E-transfer to the church 
at stpaulsucgp@gmail.com. Please indicate Outreach in the message of the transfer so we know how 
to delegate the donation. 
Thank you for your kindness and support.  
 
 

mailto:stpaulsucgp@gmail.com
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From Our Region 

A Pastoral Letter from Regional Alberta United Church Leaders 
regarding the provincial government’s invocation of the notwithstanding clause in their labour 
dispute with the Alberta Teachers Association. 

The following pastoral letter is from Chinook Winds Region’s Presider, Rev. Taylor Croissant and 
Executive Minister Treena Duncan and Northern Spirit Region’s President Rev. Leigh Sinclair and 
Executive Minister Rev. Shannon McCarthy. 

November 4, 2025 
Peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

We offer this letter to the membership of The United Church of Canada within the Province of Alberta 
to share our concern about the provincial government’s invocation of the notwithstanding clause in 
their labour dispute with the Alberta Teachers Association. 

We know our church to be a big tent as the second largest religious denomination in the province, the 
people in our pews hold a range of views across the political spectrum.  Christ calls us to live in 
diversity with one another, for we are all made in God’s image.  Our communities of faith are also 
made up of parents, children, and those employed in the vocation of teaching.  The ministry 
personnel of our Regional Councils have shared the challenge of speaking to this issue of public 
affairs while weighing the competing needs of the members of our congregations.  We can therefore 
sympathize with the weight that is upon the Government of Alberta and the Alberta Teachers 
Association in their negotiations, and our intention with this letter is not to take a partisan side. 

The concept of public education originates with our Presbyterian spiritual ancestors, and so our hope 
is for an outcome that provides the best possible education for the children and youth of Alberta.  As 
a church, our prayers continue to be for peace in our society, and mutual prosperity for all.  We are 
concerned that the course of action the Alberta government has taken has not properly considered 
the learning conditions for children and youth in Alberta classrooms, and that their choice of recourse 
has imperiled the rights of every Albertan. 

The Notwithstanding Clause and Its Consequences  

On October 27, the Legislature of Alberta passed Bill 2, to impose a contract on the striking teachers.  
In doing so the government invoked Section 33 of the Canadian constitution, the notwithstanding 
clause, specifically to exempt Section 2 of The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the 
freedom of association. 

Section 2 of the Charter also includes the freedom of religion.  We write today with a concern for the 
outcomes of public education in this province, but also out of concern regarding the exemption of 
section 2 of The Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
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The Reformed tradition of Christianity has experienced violent repression from the government in our 
past.  Our Puritan spiritual ancestors migrated to this continent because they would not be forcibly 
conformed to the practices of the state church of England.  Our church was forged in the desire for 
religious freedom. 

The original insertion of Section 33 into the Canadian constitution was done so with the 
understanding that it be used only in circumstances of dire emergency.  The pre-emptive invocation 
of the notwithstanding clause in legislation to address a labour irritation, specifically exempting 
section 2 of the Charter, imperils the future of our freedom of religion.  If not from this government, 
then from a future Alberta government.  Premier Smith can make assurances that this would never 
happen, but she can only make such a promise for her own government. 

A Call for Reconsideration and Respectful Resolution   

Therefore, with concern for the rights of Alberta’s children and youth for an education that best fosters 
in them a desire for life long learning and the skills for a prosperous future, the rights of free 
association for teachers in this province, and concern for the precedent that has been set regarding 
section 2 of the Charter and the future of our own freedom of religion.  We hope that the Alberta 
government would reverse its decision on the use of the notwithstanding clause, and to pursue other 
avenues to resolve the labour dispute with the Alberta Teachers Association.  We consider the use of 
the notwithstanding clause to be far too heavy handed, and has potentially jeopardized the future of 
every right that is listed in The Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

In God’s grace, may our legislators find a new resolution of the teachers strike that is grounded in 
mutual respect and to the benefit of all Alberta students. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Rev. Taylor Croissant,                        
Presider, Chinook Winds Regional Council 

The Rev. Leigh Sinclair 
President, Northern Spirit Regional Council 

Treena Duncan 
Executive Minister, Chinook Winds Regional Council  

The Rev. Shannon McCarthy 
Executive Minister, Northern Spirit Regional Council  
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Words from Gord 
 

Dream a dream, a hopeful dream... 
Dream a time, this Christmas time... 
Dream a peace, our planet’s peace... 

Dream a gift, the Christmas Gift 
that changes everything we see... 

(Words from Dream a Dream  
by Shirley Erena Murray, #158 in More Voices)  

 
We are entering the time of preparation and waiting we call Advent. Four weeks of lighting candles 
and preparing our hearts for the birth of a baby who will change the world. As we get ourselves ready 
for Emmanuel, God-With-Us to be born what dreams fill your heart, soul and mind this year? What 
does Christmas need to bring for the magic of The Word becoming flesh to re-energize your world as 
we move into 2026? 
 
Dreams are important, they help us envision a world renewed and re-vitalized. Dreams remind us that 
there is another possible reality. In our faith stories dreams are often a way that God communicates 
with God’s people (it happens 4 times just in the first 2 chapters of Matthew!). What dreams has God 
placed on your soul this year? 
 
This year as we gather on the four Sundays 
of Advent I invite us to be open to the power 
of dreams. The theme I have chosen for the 
season is The Christmas Dream:____.  
Each Sunday we will finish the phrase with 
one of our Advent themes: Awakened Hope, 
Transformative Peace, Blosoming Joy, and 
Embodied Love. Sometime between now and 
then I will figure out how we might finish the 
phrase for Christmas Eve itself. When you 
think of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,  
what dreams stir in your heart? 
 
The weeks leading into Christmas can get very busy and hectic, but let’s take time to pause and 
listen. Let us dream together. Let us share our dreams with each other. May we be open to how God 
is speaking to our hearts and minds as we prepare for God to change the world by becoming one of 
us, to walk around among us. In 4 weeks a baby will be born. We will sing carols and remember 
shepherds and angels. Hope, peace, joy and Love will break into our lives again. Life can be a 
dream. Dream along with me. 
—Gord 
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Advent Worship Services at St. Paul’s 

As we prepare for Christmas, join us in celebrating the season of hope, peace, joy, and love. 
Explore upcoming events at St. Paul’s United Church and in the Grande Prairie community. 

• Sunday, November 30 – 10 AM 
First Sunday of Advent – The Christmas Dream: Awakened Hope  

 Both the Choir and the Bells of St Paul’s will be featured during the service. 
 

• Sunday, November 30 – 7:30 PM 
CGIT Alumnae Vespers Service – Faces Of Joy 
 

• Sunday, December 7 – 10 AM 
Second Sunday of Advent – The Christmas Dream: Transformative Peace  
Both the Choir and the Bells of St Paul’s will be featured during the service. 
 

• Sunday, December 14 – 10 AM 
Third Sunday of Advent – The Christmas Dream: Blossoming Joy  
Both the Choir and the Bells of St Paul’s will be featured during the service. 
 

• Sunday, December 21 – 10 AM 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – The Christmas Dream: Embodied Love 
St Paul’s choir will be performing. 
 

• Wednesday, December 24 – 8 PM 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Celebrate the birth of Christ with scripture, carols, and St Paul’s choir. 
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Around Town 

The Salvation Army Kettle Campaign is looking for 
volunteers.  Would you like to spend a few hours ringing 
the kettle bells, greeting smiling faces, and helping make a 
difference in our community?  Sign up and pick your 
spot: https://salvationarmygp.ca/kettles/ 

Grande Prairie Jazz Ensemble Concert 
Friday, November 28 – 7:30PM  
Douglas J. Cardinal Performing Arts Centre, NWP.   
Hear an 18-piece jazz band play Christmas favourites and 
more! 
Tickets: $20, $15 for Students/Seniors and $5 for Children 
under 6, available at www.gplt.ca or at the door. 

Grande Prairie Symphony & Youth Orchestra Concert 
Saturday, November 29 – 7:00PM  
Douglas J. Cardinal Performing Arts Centre, NWP.   
Tickets: $20, $15 for Students/Seniors and $5 for Children 
under 6, available at www.gplt.ca or at the door. 

 

Forbes Presbyterian Candlelight Service 
Tuesday, December 2 – 7:00 PM 
Experience the peace of Advent in this serene 
candlelight service. 

Bear Creek Funeral Home – A Time to Remember 
Wednesday, December 3 – Reception at 6:30, Program at 7:00 PM 
A non-denominational evening of remembrance, refreshments, and gentle conversation to 
honour loved ones this holiday season. All are welcome. 
Details and reservations: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/a-time-to-remember-tickets-
1963513138654 

Grande Prairie Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert 
Saturday, December 6 – 7:30PM  
Location: Douglas J. Cardinal Performing Arts Centre, NWP.   
A 35-40 piece band including community and school musicians, playing both Christmas and 
classic selections. 
Tickets: $20, $15 for Students/Seniors and $5 for Children under 6, available 
at www.gplt.ca or at the door. 

 

https://stpaulsuc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2839674d030eba7b396161e48&id=785e28b388&e=8830be7b91
https://stpaulsuc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2839674d030eba7b396161e48&id=8d0493dea7&e=8ccc51e908
https://stpaulsuc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2839674d030eba7b396161e48&id=8d0493dea7&e=8ccc51e908
https://stpaulsuc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2839674d030eba7b396161e48&id=8d0493dea7&e=8ccc51e908


 

 
Issue 05 2024 – Advent – Page 13 

Around Town 

Grande Prairie Girls’ Chorus concert – Carry the Light 
Sunday, December 7 – 3:30 PM 
Come enjoy an afternoon of beautiful music featuring three choirs – two girls’ choirs from ages 
7-10 and 11-17, along with the women's choir performing for the very first time! 
Location: Christian Fellowship Assembly 
Tickets at https://buytickets.at/grandeprairiegirlschorus/1940874 or at the door. 

Christmas Candlelight Service at Oliver’s Funeral Home 
Sunday, December 7 – 6:00 PM 
Join us for a reflective evening to honor loved ones during the holiday season. 
Details and registration: https://www.oliversfuneralhome.com/candlelight/ 

Voices in the Wilderness concert – For Unto Us 
Monday, December 15 – 7:30 PM 
Location: St Joseph Catholic Church 
Free admission with a donation to the Salvation 
Army Christmas Campaign.  
Monetary gifts or non-perishable food welcome. 

The Bells of St Paul’s will be performing as part of a 
girls’ choir concert  

Saturday December 20 – 7:00 PM 
Location: Westpointe Community Church 

Several of our young people will be performing in 
Malanka 2026 – Ukrainian Dance 

Saturday January 24 – 5:00 PM 
Location: Bonnetts Energy Centre 
Traditional Ukrainian Dinner – 5:30pm 
Tickets: 
https://bonnettsenergycentre.com/events/details/
1396-malanka-2026 

2026 Seniors Lodge Services 

• January 4 at Points West at 6pm 
• February 1 at Heritage Lodge at 6pm 
• March 1 at Wild Rose at 6pm 
• March 29 at GP Care Centre at 4pm 
• April 26 at Pioneer Lodge at 6pm 

  

https://buytickets.at/grandeprairiegirlschorus/1940874
https://www.oliversfuneralhome.com/candlelight/
https://bonnettsenergycentre.com/events/details/1396-malanka-2026
https://bonnettsenergycentre.com/events/details/1396-malanka-2026
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Around St Paul’s 

 

Come join us on 
Sunday, December 
21st as we celebrate 
the Winter Solstice 
with a labyrinth walk and a sound bath. 
Welcome the return of the light … 
Honouring the darkness and being thankful for the light in each of us … 
taking time out of the busy-ness to reflect... 
Experience the magic of the bowls… 
Let the sounds of the bowls ease the anxiety, raising your vibration … 
quieting your mind, allowing these healing sounds to bring balance back 
to your life. 

Location: Labyrinth, St Paul's United Church basement 
TIME: 2:00 pm (doors open 1:45 pm) 
Bring water and a mat and whatever else you need  
to feel comfortable lying or sitting. 
Cost: donation (suggested $20) 
Please message Liz McCallum if you have questions  
liz.mccallum@gmail.com 

mailto:liz.mccallum@gmail.com
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