
 
ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 

November 16, 2025 
 

Through Faith, we walk on the path Jesus set for us. 
The people of St. Paul’s Belong… Believe… Love… Listen… Lead. 

 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME    MV130 Rise Up Rise Up    (twice) (1L) 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TREATY 
 
LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
We have been called, called to be a community of faith, 
called by the God who turns the world upside down. 
In response to that call we come to sing and pray and listen, 
Seeking a new understanding of power. 
Come and worship, come and celebrate God’s transforming presence. 
 
WE GREET EACH OTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
The candle flame reminds us of the fire of the Holy Spirit burning in our midst 
As we gather in its light may we always remember to give thanks for the gifts God has given us. 
As God’s thank-filled people we centre our hearts for worship. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
God who has created and is creating, 
you have brought us together today. 
God who challenges our assumptions of how the world must be with how it could be, 
remind us that true power is based in gentleness and compassion, 
In this time of prayer and song and listening, 
Help us catch the dream, encourage us to help turn the world upside down as we live into your Reign. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, who proclaimed a new, transformed world and who taught us to pray saying... 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathering Hymn     VU374    Come and Find the Quiet Centre (1L) 
 

WE SHARE AS GOD’S CHILDREN THE BIBLE’S STORY IN WORD AND IN SONG: 
 

A TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 
 
PRAYER FOR & ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Compassionate God, Help us to to be compassionate, 
binding up each other’s wounds, protecting the vulnerable among us. 
Lead us to ‘commit’ empathy on a regular basis, 
allowing other people’s pain and fear, hopes and dreams to touch our hearts, 
allowing that sharing to shape our actions and attitudes. 
Creating God, whose Beloved community is diverse and multi-hued, 
help us build a community of hope, one where 
we may not be the same, we may often disagree, we may even fight, 
but we ALWAYS act lovingly toward each other. 

 



Gracious and Merciful God, when we miss the mark: 
when compassion and empathy are lacking in our lives 
when we fall prey to ‘us vs them’ language and forget the beauty of diversity 
when we mistake gentleness for weakness, when we believe that might makes right 
when we forget to love family, friend, neighbour and enemy as you first loved us 
forgive us we pray 

...time of silent prayer... 
God’s power is shown in gentleness and weakness. God’s power is shown in grace and mercy. God’s power is shown in 
love. Through this power God reminds us that we are Beloved, that we are forgiven, that we are renewed to be God’s people 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 
James 2:12-17 
Luke 6:27-37 
 
SERMON Upside Down Power 
 
A MOMENT OF REFLECTION 

(trusting that God is at work in our midst we 
allow the words we have heard to settle and stir in our souls) 

 
Hymn     MV127    I Saw the Rich Ones (1L) 
 

WE EXPRESS OUR GRATITUDE TO GOD AND PREPARE FOR MINISTRY IN THE  
 
THE OFFERING 
 Mission & Service Story From Sleepless Nights to Shared Strength 

(https://united-church.ca/stories/sleepless-nights-shared-strength) 
             The Invitation: 
 Sung Dedication Off: MV104 Know That God is Good (Twice)(1L) 
 
 Dedication Prayer 
 Generous God, we bring these offerings this day, and also the offerings given by PAR and e-transfer, and 
the work of our hands and hearts. We dedicate the cups of coffee shared, the jars of peanut butter donated, the 
listening hearts, the drives to appointments, and the other kindnesses we lovingly share in other ways. We ask that 
you multiply our efforts so that the world can be more the way you created it to be. Amen. 

(Written by Beth Johnson, https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/ Adapted) 

 
Sharing of Celebrations and Concerns 
Prayers of the People 
 
Hymn    MV120    My Soul Cries Out (1L) 
 
COMMISSIONING 
With God, in Christ, through the winds of the Holy Spirit the world is turned upside down 
The first shall be last, the greatest shall be least. 
We go into the world to share a different vision, a different dream. 
Using our power in different ways, finding strength where others see weakness. 
As we go to help upend assumptions, to help turn things upside down 
we are assured that the Triune God: Parent, Child and Spirit, holds us in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SUNG BENEDICTION:     TLUS105     May You Be Held (thrice) (1L) 
POSTLUDE 

https://united-church.ca/stories/sleepless-nights-shared-strength
https://gatheringworship.ca/prayer/


Announcements 

Ministry by:  The Congregation 
Enabling Minister: Rev. Gord Waldie       Church Office: Carla Johnson 

Telephone: (780-532-2415) Email: stpaulsucgp@gmail.com 
Sunday School:  Lori Ellis, Susan K Thomson 

Youth Ministry: Valerie Jenner   Music Director: Alison White. 
 

 

If you have a prayer request, please write it in the Prayer Book on the table at the entrance to worship. Your needs will be 
included in our community prayer. 

Thank you! 
 

If you have noticed someone missing from our congregation, please contact them by phone or visit them in 
person. You may be their “angel” 

 

      Regular Office Hours: Mon -Fri, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

(Closed over the noon hour)  

 

‘Your Giving Matters’ – Revenue for local needs the week ending November 15, 2025 was $3,227 (receipted giving.) The 
amount required to meet the budget is $5,481 – total budget divided by 52. “Do not trust your eyes, they can deceive you. 
Sometimes the greatest generosity comes from the people you would least expect – like you” (UC Stewardship Seconds) 

Thank you for your generous giving! 
Martha for the Stewardship and Finance Team 

 
Would you like a visit with Rev Gord?  This can be easily arranged by contacting the office. Call Carla and she will 
arrange something for you 780-532-2415. 

                2026 United Church Calendars Are Here!                 

Get ready to plan your year with inspiration! The 2026 United Church Calendars are now available for purchase in the 
church office for $15 each. Hurry—limited quantities are available, so grab yours before they’re gone! 

📌 Volunteers Needed! We are looking for Scripture Readers, Door Greeters, and Coffee Hosts/Hostesses every Sun-

day. 
Please sign the volunteer lists posted in the foyer if you would like to help. 

📌 Reminder: Space Bookings at St. Paul’s is a busy place with lots going on throughout the week. If you’re planning to 

use a room, please assume the space is already booked and check in with Carla at the church office to confirm availabil-
ity. All rooms must be booked through the office to ensure fair use and avoid conflicts. Bookings made with Carla will always 
take priority. You can also view our online calendar to see what’s already scheduled and which rooms are in use: 
https://74071685.view-events.com/calendar/74071685/ 

Budget Time 
It’s time to start planning for 2026! Any person or ministry team requiring a budget for next year should submit their request 
to Joyce Steeves through the Church Office. 
Completed budget forms are due by November 30th. Forms can be found in the mailboxes. 

 

mailto:stpaulsucgp@gmail.com
https://74071685.view-events.com/calendar/74071685/


 

 
Coming Up : 
 

Sunday, November 16th   
9:00 a.m. – Beginner Handbells – (Sanctuary) 
10:00 a.m. – Sunday Worship (Sanctuary) 
7:00 p.m. -Handbell Practice - (Sanctuary) 
 
Tuesday, November 18th    
• 7:00 p.m. - Zoom Bible Study  
We will be looking at November 23rd   readings. Join here https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84226204858 
 
Wednesday, November 19th    
• 7:00 p.m. – Church Council Meeting– (Kids Corner) 
 
Thursday, November 20th    
• 10:30 a.m. – Music Morning fun for 2-4 year olds and their caregivers.  Cost is $5 per family per week. – 
(Kids Corner) 
• 7:30 p.m. – Choir – (Choir Room) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84226204858


          Thinking About Christmas?           

We’re putting in a FundScrip order on November 23rd! 
Order forms are now available in the foyer, or they can be emailed to you; just ask Carla in the office. It’s a great way to get 
a head start on your Christmas shopping while supporting the church! 
 

 

📌Newsletter Submissions Needed! 

Our Advent Newsletter will be coming out November 30th, and the theme is Gentleness. If you have something you’d like 
to share  reflections, photos, stories, or updates , please send them to the Communications Team as soon as possible at 

communications@stpaulsuc.ca. We’d love to include your contributions!      

📌UCW is hosting their annual Christmas Potluck on Tuesday, December 16th in St. Paul's United Church Sanctu-

ary.  Please bring hot dishes in crock pots to plug in, or have them well wrapped, as we do not have access to an ovens to 
keep foods warm.   Guests are also asked to bring their own dishes and cutlery to reduce dishwashing requirements. (Paper 
plates will be available)  
 
Join us in the beautiful setting of our sanctuary as we gather with women of all ages and enjoy good company this festive 
season. 
 
Doors are open at 5:30, supper at 6:00 pm. Gather your women friends and come for a relaxed evening of food and fun.  
Please contact Sherida Rossol with any questions. C: 780-831-0083 

📌We will be ordering more copies of Then Let Us Sing for use in the pews. If anybody is interested in purchasing their 

own personal copy we can include that in the order to save on shipping costs. The books are $32.95 each. Please let the 
office know by November 30th and we will place the order the first week of December. 

📌  PowerPoint Tech Help Needed! Do you enjoy technology or want to lend a helping hand on Sunday mornings? We're 

looking for volunteers to assist with running the PowerPoint slides during our worship services. 
·  No experience necessary – we’ll provide all the training you need! 
·  A great way to serve and be part of our worship team. 

Interested? Contact the Church office  - Thank you for considering this opportunity to support our church community!  
 

📌Have You Joined St. Paul’s Recycling Program Yet? -St. Paul’s has an easy and ongoing fundraiser to support our 

church renovations—and you can help! Simply bag up your empty bottles, cans, and milk jugs, label each bag clearly with 
our Church ID: 1468-2415, and drop them off at your local bottle depot. When you arrive, check in with the cashier and let 
them know how many bags or boxes you’re donating on behalf of St. Paul’s. Every little bit adds up—thank you for 
supporting our community! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:communications@stpaulsuc.ca


 

Financial Donations 

Interac e-Transfer 

A simple and secure way to give directly to St. Paul’s United Church. 

• Email for e-Transfers: stpaulsucgp@gmail.com 

• In the Note Field: Please include your envelope number (if applicable) and designate how you'd like 

your donation to be used. For example: 

o $25 GF (General Fund) 

o $50 MS (Mission and Service) 

o $25 OU (Outreach) 

Donations without a fund code will automatically go to the General Fund. 

Other Ways to Give: 

• Offering Envelopes: Contact Carla to receive envelopes and ensure your gifts are receipted. 

• PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance): Start or update your monthly giving anytime — just reach out to 

Carla. 

• Canada Helps: Donate online at Canada Helps. (Tax receipts issued directly by Canada Helps.) 

 

Moved? New to St. Paul’s? 

If you've recently moved or are new to the congregation, we'd love to hear from you! 

Please drop by the church office or email Carla at stpaulsucgp@gmail.com with your updated contact details. 

Help us keep our records current — thank you! 

 
 
 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/

